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ABSTRACT

Introduction: One of the most important strategies presented in the framework of the model of sustainable
rural development is the diversification of economic activities. It seems that the diversity of economic activities
provides a basis for reducing the negative effects of instability in social, economic and environmental
dimensions, which is effective in achieving sustainable rural development.

Obijectives: Due to the existence of various instabilities in different dimensions in rural areas, the present study
investigates the impact of diversity of economic activities on the sustainability of rural settlements.
Methodology: Due to the nature of the work, the research method was descriptive-analytical based on field and
document research methods. The dependent variable is "sustainable rural development™ in three dimensions of
economic, social and ecological and the independent variable is "diversity of economic activities". It was
examined separately for agricultural and non-agricultural sectors. The scale of all indicators and research variables
is ratio. The data were quantified using a questionnaire for local experts ( rural mayors and members of the Islamic
Council of the village) in 21 villages with more than 100 people.

Geographical Context: The geographical territory corresponds to all rural settlements of Pivjane Rural
District in Ahmadabad section of Mashhad city.

Result and Discussion: The results showed that the diversity of non-agricultural economic activities is not
really provided in rural areas and only 27.8% of rural employees are engaged in non-agricultural occupations.
For this reason, in the regression model, the diversity of non-agricultural activities remained outside the model
and the diversity of agricultural activities remained in the model. In this test, the diversity of agricultural
activities has been effective on the sustainable development of rural settlements, so that by increasing a
standard deviation in the variable of diversity of agricultural activities, sustainable development has increased
by 0.43.

Conclusion: Considering the importance and role of non-agricultural activities, the development of job
opportunities in industry and services need to be promoted in order to achieve sustainability in various
dimensions.

KEYWORDS: Diversity of economic activities; sustainable rural development; PivehJan dehestan;
Mashhad County
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