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Abstract:

Biodiversity is the root concept of ecological
knowledge. This research aims to evaluate the
biodiversity concept perception among Iranian academic
graduates to compare the findings from the sample
population with definitions provided by international
and national institutions. The research methodology is
based on field analysis by a structured questionnaire
emphasized on one open question; how do you define
biodiversity? The result of the content analysis
concluded from 137 responses is categorized based on
the respondents’ educational background into four
categories; technical & engineering, natural and
biological sciences, humanities & social sciences, and
architecture & art. The results indicate that the responses
gathered from the sample population can be categorized
at two levels; theoretical knowledge (holistic and partial
attitudes) and practical knowledge (conservative,
interactive, and developmental approaches). Finally,
based on the findings of this study, at the level of
theoretical knowledge, graduates of Iranian universities
possess a deeper knowledge than only the conceptual
meaning of biodiversity, indicating a high awareness of
the theoretical aspects of biodiversity. However, at the
level of empirical knowledge, the codes derived from
the analysis of the responses do not provide clear and
significant themes, and this shows insufficient
knowledge of the academic community about the
dimensions of biodiversity in practice and experience.
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5. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
6. Social representation
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1. United Nations' Convention for Biological
Diversity (CBD)

2. United Nations Decade on Biodiversity

3. The Global Environment Facility (biodiversity
projects)

4.http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-
sciences/special-themes/biodiversity/international-
day-for-biological-diversity/united-nations-decade-
on-biodiversity/
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2. The Global Environment Facility (biodiversity
projects)

3. United Nations' Convention for Biological
Diversity (CBD)

4. United Nations Decade on Biodiversity
5.https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopini
on/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/search/biodi
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6. Connectedness with nature

7. Biodiversity Offsetting Schemes
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1. The Biodiversity Information System for
Europe (BISE)
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Figure 1. Theoretical and Practical Approaches of Biodiversity
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