Nournal of ziural lZiesearch

Research Paper
Analysis of Structures Affecting People's Social Participation in Barakat Foundation Projects
(Case Study: Villages of Sarvabad City)

"Hossein Daneshmehr?, Rizan Shaabani?

1. Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Kurdistan, Sanandaj, Iran.
2. MSc., Department of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Kurdistan, Sanandaj, Iran.

Use your device to scan

e e onne (91 ETICTF Daneshmehr, H., & Shaabani, R. (2022). [Analysis of Structures Affecting People's Social Participation in Barakat
e Foundation Projects (Case Study: Villages of Sarvabad City) (Persian)]. Journal of Rural Research, 13(3), 434-451, http://
dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.339457.1725

> http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.339457.1725

Received: 20 Feb. 2022 : ABSTRACT

Accepted: 15 June 2022

The issue of the present study is the relationship between participation and development, especially
social development. One of the most important issues in social development is rural development plans.
The success or failure of rural development plans or projects depends on the degree of involvement of
local communities in the plans and their evaluation of the projects. In order to find out the relationship
between rural participation in general in the development projects of Barakat Foundation (affiliated to
the Executive Headquarters of Imam Khomeini), this study has studied the villages of Sarvabad city of
Kurdistan province in the years 97-99. The research methodology was quantitative and with survey tech-
nique and questionnaire tools. The statistical population of the study included all stakeholders in Barakat
Foundation projects during the years 97-99 in Oraman, Payglan, Bisaran and Jerizheh districts. The sam-

Key words: ple size was determined based on Cochran's formula and the sampling method was done by stratified
Sarvabad city, : sampling. A questionnaire was used to collect data, which was designed based on the objectives of the
Barakat Founda- research. Then simultaneous regression analysis and Pearson correlation coefficient were performed on
tion, Executive staff  :  the collected data using SPSS Ver23 software. The results showed that there is a significant relationship
of Imam Khomeini, between social justice, institutional trust, people's satisfaction with development projects, social belong-
Rural Develop- : ing, socio-economic status and public awareness of Barakat Foundation projects with the level of social
ment, Social participation in Barakat Foundation projects. In other words, these factors can be considered effective
participation : factors on people's participation in the projects of the Barakat Village Foundation in Sarvabad city.
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Extended Abstract human dimensions at different intellectual, emotional and
behavioral levels (Ylirenko et al., 2018). Today, the category

1. Introduction of people's participation is considered a condition for the
success of any type of program and macro-economic, so-

he participation of society members as cial and development approach, and the reason for this

an inevitable need of our time covers all
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is the wide and diverse fields of participation (Sapienza,

2019). The main issue of the present research is the social
participation of the people in the projects of the Barakat
Foundation, an institution that has made facilitating the
development and progress of disadvantaged rural areas
one of its main goals. Barakat Foundation, affiliated with
the Executive Headquarters of the Order of Hazrat Imam
(RA), is one of the hard-working institutions that, at the
forefront of its activities, deals with the self-sufficiency of
the people of deprived areas and compatriots who have
not had a chance to show their talents. Barakat Foundation
started working in order to develop and empower eco-
nomic and entrepreneurship activities in disadvantaged
areas and now this foundation is active in wide areas to
serve the disadvantaged and less developed areas, such
as economic empowerment and entrepreneurship, devel-
opment of educational spaces through the establishment
of Barakat schools including carrying out infrastructure
works, building cultural-religious centers, developing
insurance, financial and support services, building hos-
pitals and increasing the access of community members,
especially compatriots living in disadvantaged areas, to
healthcare services (the comprehensive model of the de-
velopment of disadvantaged and rural areas, 1400). Based
on this, paying attention to the issue of social participation
of the villagers in the border areas of Sarovabad is an un-
deniable necessity. Many of the projects implemented in
these areas have not been used optimally and some poli-
cies have aggravated the phenomenon of coulbari in the
region. In this research, an attempt has been made to mea-
sure the importance of the research variables in relation
to the mentioned projects through the social participation
of the villagers, and with specific theories and precise op-
erationalization of the variables, this issue is taken into
consideration.

2. Methodology

The current research is quantitative in terms of meth-
odology and based on the survey method. A survey is
a method of data collection in which certain groups of
people are asked to answer a certain number of specific
questions, which are the same for all respondents. The
statistical population of the current research includes peo-
ple over 18 years old who were beneficiaries of Barakat
Foundation projects in villages of Sarovabad city between
1997 and 1999. Considering the size of the studied popu-
lation, the sample size was calculated through Cochran's
formula, based on which 385 people were selected as the
study sample, and the sampling method was proportional
quota sampling among the villages where Barakat Foun-
dation is active. It was done according to the population of
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each village. After selecting the target villages and distrib-
uting the sample size, people over 18 years of age were
selected in the village using a simple random sampling
method. In the selection of the samples, we tried to ob-
serve the age and sex combination as much as possible.
The research tool was a researcher-made questionnaire,
whose form and content validity were evaluated by ex-
perts in the fields of social sciences and the validity of the
questions using Cronbach's alpha coefficient equal 0.74,
which indicates the appropriate reliability and validity of
the research measurement tool. SPSS version 23 software
was used to analyze the data in two descriptive and infer-
ential sections. For this purpose, simultaneous regression
analysis and Pearson correlation coefficient were used in
the descriptive statistics section of frequency, percentage,
the mean and standard deviation in the inferential statis-
tics section.

3. Results

The current research was carried out in the context of a
society where more than 80% of them live in rural settle-
ments and mainly the densely populated villages of the
province are also located in this area. This amount of
the rurality coefficient is due to the fact that the region
is bordered on the one hand and on the other hand due to
the stability and life in rural areas in its current state. This
means that in order to perpetuate the population of rural
areas and prevent migration, rural development projects
should be followed with higher priority in Sarovabad city,
because without creating employment and productivity
of activities, maintaining this situation is far from ex-
pected. The speed of changes in various social and tech-
nical fields, the rising expectations of the residents, the
low productivity of activities, the increase in the popula-
tion rate and the weakening of the social structures of the
studied society, put this prediction in front of researchers
and development reformers. Let it happen in the future,
causing a massive migration of villagers to the cities of
Marivan and Sarovabad. Barakat Foundation, affiliated
with the Executive Headquarters of the Order of Hazrat
Imam (RA), through its activities in rural areas, seeks the
permanence of the population in the border areas as a so-
cio-political requirement and depriving the villages of the
region in the form of creating infrastructure and credits. It
is job creation.

4. Discussion

What will ensure the success of the activities of this or-
ganization is the social participation of the people in these
projects, and in this regard, the main issue is not only the
implementation of the projects but the more fundamental
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thing, the exploitation of the projects and the creation of
value. It is added in rural areas to justify their life. As it is
well evident in the text of the article, the researchers have
identified the structures that affect the social participation
of the villagers based on the knowledge of the region and
the theoretical framework used, and by using the survey
method among the beneficiaries (people who are from the
projects of the foundation were benefited) they investi-
gated the effects of each.

5. Conclusion

According to the results of the research, there was a sig-
nificant relationship between the six variables of social
justice, institutional trust, satisfaction with construction
projects, social belonging, socioeconomic base, and the
level of people's awareness of social participation, and
only two variables, sense of security and the degree of
innovation, were found to have no relationship. They be-
came the main issue of people's social participation, in
addition to the immediate benefits of the villagers, is the
realistic approach of the Barakat Foundation through the
presence of facilitators among the villagers, who hold ori-
entation courses and training classes for the people based
on the capacities of the local community and the existence
of knowledge. Natives are encouraged to participate in the
requested field. The higher the degree of modernization,
desire for working groups and belief in progress among
the villagers, the higher the level of social participation
among them, while the belief in tribalism and fatalism
among the villagers as Collaborative barriers work. Also,
belief in progress and development and fatalism have the
greatest and least influence on the level of social partici-
pation, respectively.
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