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Sustainable rural employment has always been one of the most substantial goals of countries. As an im-
portant type of tourism, rural tourism plays a vital role in this context. The COVID-19 pandemic led to many
challenges for the tourism industry, and the subsequent negative consequences made countries take some
effective measures for the period coming after the pandemic. Scenario writing is one of the measures taken
in this case. Accordingly, the crucial purpose of the extant study was to examine the role of rural tourism in
developing sustainable employment of residents during the post-corona era by using a scenario-planning ap-
proach. The mixed method was used in this research by employing an exploratory-sequential approach with-
in two qualitative and quantitative phases. Thematic Analysis and Scenario Planning were used in the present
paper. The statistical population of the study comprised of experts in rural management and planning, rural
tourism, public administration, social work, sociology, and rural geography who were examined based on the
purposive sampling method. According to findings of the first phase conducted using thematic analysis, the

Key words: themes extracted from semi-structured interviews were classified into 48 basic, 14 organizing, and 4 global
Rural tourism, Sus- themes used to identify drivers in the next step. Following quantitative results, four scenarios were found,
tainable employ- including Economic open doors, Second home tourism, Economic defense shield, Economic isolation and
ment, Post-corona : Lockdown. Therefore, rural tourism not only contributes to sustainable employment development but also
era, Scenario affects residents, especially their job creation and income. Rural tourism has led to a considerable change in
writing, Sarein © labor mobility in villages by enriching job choices and diversifying more sustainable rural employment.

Copyright © 2022, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
cial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract a fundamental approach to the socio-economic devel-

opment of different areas of countries, particularly rural

1. Introduction areas. Rural tourism has played an effective role in sus-

tainable economic development in rural areas through

s one of the most substantial types of maintaining values and beliefs, protecting the environ-

tourism, rural tourism has been used as ment, creating job opportunities, reducing unemploy-
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ment, producing local crafts, increasing income and
capital for locals and beneficiaries, and developing infra-
structures and amenities. Accordingly, rural tourism has
provided the field for sustainable employment. In general,
rural tourism effectively diversifies the economic status of
rural communities and serves as a means of stimulating
the national economic growth cycle. Moreover, rural tour-
ism plays a significant role in the empowerment of locals,
developing human sources, economic diversification and
growth, and creating new job opportunities.

Lack of comprehensive and reliable information about
the post-corona period and lack of sufficient experience
may necessitate villages to create an opportunity and re-
alize the undiscovered potential in sustainable rural em-
ployment. Hence, many cases and conditions with differ-
ent features and characteristics may appear. Therefore,
various scenarios must be taken into consideration. To do
S0, some examinations must be carried out to investigate
the future trend of this category during the post-corona
period. The main purpose of the extant study was to ex-
amine the role of rural tourism in the sustainable employ-
ment development of residents during the post-corona pe-
riod by using the scenario-planning approach in the case
study of Sarein County.

2. Methodology

This was an applied research in terms of objective and
was conducted based on a mixed method. The mixed ex-
ploratory-sequential approach was conducted within two
qualitative and quantitative phases. The quantitative phase
was done in this project after the qualitative phase was
completed. Accordingly, qualitative data were gathered
and analyzed in the first step, and then the quantitative
data were analyzed. The qualitative phase was the prior
part, so quantitative data were used to improve the quali-
tative data. Two thematic analyses and scenario planning
methods were used in this research, respectively. In the
qualitative phase, the thematic analysis method extract-
ed respective codes through instruments, such as semi-
structured interviews. The extracted codes were classified
into basic, organizing, and global themes. The quantita-
tive scenario-planning technique was employed in the
second phase. In the qualitative phase, 13 experts were
interviewed based on the indicators extracted from biblio-
graphic assessments; then, the semi-structured interviews
were analyzed and categorized through six phases of the-
matic analysis. Overall, 133 initial codes were extracted
from literature and interviews, and they were categorized
into three frameworks of global (4), organizing (14), and
basic (48) themes based on the Attride-Stirling approach.
Ultimately, 14 organizing themes were identified as final
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drivers. The experts who participated in the research were
selected based on their academic and executive experi-
ences in rural management and planning, rural tourism,
public administration, social work, sociology, and rural
geography. The experts were identified and chosen using
purposive sampling.

In the second phase, the quantitative scenario-planning
method was used. The scenario-planning method usually
employs experts (Who present a specific insight into the
subject) and beneficiaries (influenced by decisions and
measures). The diversity of participants affects the quality
of the participation process. A wide range of perspectives
helps discuss the case that may occur in the future.

3. Results

Finally, four global themes (key factors) and 14 orga-
nizing themes (key indicators) were regulated in a 14x14
matrix based on the cross-impact analysis. The key in-
dicators and necessary data for the matrix with 14x14
dimensions were analyzed through MicMac Software
and cross-impact analysis method; and matrix filling de-
gree equaled 0.89. It means the selected factors affected
each other in more than 89% of cases. The expansion of
the economic capacity of villages and the future status
of corona disease were two variables with higher rank
and priority than other variables. In the second step of
examining sustainable employment of residents during
the post-corona period, it should be noted that this im-
portant issue cannot be evaluated or measured only based
on speculations. To do so, the approximate or proposed
rate must be measured through analytical computations.
Hence, the basic economic model, which is a method for
economic analysis of area and foresight, is used. Because
sustainable employment of residents during the post-co-
rona period is a futuristic approach, the first step to the
economic analysis of the studied area is determining vari-
ous economic or income parts of the area. In this case, the
archived data are obtained from the village head or ru-
ral council; then experts' opinions about the post-corona
period are asked through questionnaires that include the
themes and factors extracted from previous phases. Due
to the varying annual number of population living in vil-
lages of the studied country, the seasonal statistics of each
period must be used to calculate income, entries and exits,
seasonal jobs, demand and supply, current expenses and
costs, and expenditure of visitors (tourists) to design pre-
cise scenarios. The calculations above are done in terms
of the tourism season.
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4. Discussion

Computations indicated that Varniab, Kalkhvoran-e
Viyand, and Kanzag villages had more sustainable ru-
ral tourism employment than other villages. Regarding
the scenario-planning approach to the extant study, four
scenarios were designed for rural tourism in sustainable
employment development of residents during the post-
corona period: Economic open doors, Second home
tourism, Economic defense shield, Economic isolation
and Lockdown. The mentioned scenarios are used under
the considered time and conditions of villages during the
post-corona period.

5. Conclusion

The most important result of the present paper was the
positive role and importance of rural tourism in the devel-
opment of sustainable employment. Tourism in rural ar-
eas leads to local development and brings higher income
and more jobs for residents. Rural tourism has contributed
to a considerable change in labor mobility in villages by
creating job opportunities. It also has diversified more
sustainable rural employment. The development of rural
tourism requires providing fundamental infrastructures
to attract more tourists. Sustainable employment devel-
opment can be achieved by creating rural residences to
welcome Iranian and foreign tourists, preparing suitable
houses to accommodate tourists, creating communica-
tional and up-to-date networks, building recreational in-
frastructures to train locals and improve service quality,
and presenting eye-catching scenes and local traditions to
visitors (tourists).
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