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Abstract

The purpose of this study was examining the course of development of Qazvin urban area in order to
optimize the decisions of related authorities to enhance sustainable spatial efficiency and exploitation.
Through a meta-analysis, four urban area perspectives were extracted, including natural-cultural,
administrative-political, functional, and communicative. This was then followed by a theoretical
conclusion. GIS spatial statistics were used for the analysis purposes. The results indicated the
presence of only the physical and political perspective. The administrative-political perspective of
urban area (as the only formal area) and functional urban area (only in an informal manner) were
identified as the urban perspectives of Qazvin. The investigation of the natural-cultural perspective of
Qazvin urban area led to the identification of southern Alborz area, which based on water resources
approximately conforms to the political borders of Qazvin province. Due to its use as a crossroads,
this area does not have cultural coherence, and its closeness to the political capital of Iran has made
its environmental conditions critical and has changed the role of this area. To solve these problems, it
is suggested that first an ecological planning is done as the basis of spatial planning and development
decisions. Moreover, due to the cultural inconsistency of Qazvin area, it is suggested to adopt creation
of identity through regional governance. Moreover, the economic areas resulting from functionally
connected areas should be enhanced and directed in the light of the ecological conditions of the area.
Although the application of neo-regionalism viewpoint at transnational level is not possible due to the
specific political conditions of Iran, its application in regional and local levels seems to be
unavoidable in order to reduce ecologic crisis (water resources) and enhance identity creation in
Qazvin urban area.
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