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Abstract

It has been years since innovation was first introduced as a driver of economic development. In
addition, after a decade of attention to the regional innovation system policies in the Yazd province,
this approach has not shown any positive effect on the development of the province. Thus, this study
set out to provide a suitable model for the regional innovation system development in Iran following
the investigation of the Yazd province as a case study. To this end, this study used the exploratory
factor analysis and relative importance index to identify and analyze the key factors effective on the
development of regional innovation system. The findings obtained from the opinions of experts and
actors of this field showed that the three factors of human resources; the Science and Technology
Park; and growth, innovation, and creativity centers in Yazd Province have the highest importance
among all studied factors. This reveals the concentration of finances, policies, and projects on these
factors and ignorance of other factors. In the light of the importance and the designated priorities, the
factors of innovation system in Yazd province were classified into five groups. These included human
and social resources, innovation infrastructure, innovation processes, business dynamics, and
endogenous development. It can be concluded that so far, the concentration has been on the
elementary stage of regional innovation system model — which essentially functions as the input for
the system — and the innovation system in Yazd province is in its early stages. Accordingly to the
obtained model of the study, the regional innovation system development in Yazd province needs
concentration on the three groups of factors, i.e., innovation processes, business dynamism, and
endogenous development.
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