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Abstract

John Rawils's theory of justice is one of the most famous views in the political
philosophy of the twentieth century. Contemporary German philosopher Yurgen
Habermas believes that Rawls cannot justify this theory. Because the justification
for this theory is based on some special premises that can not be compatible with
other Rawils's essential views. This article examines Habermas's critique by
carefully reading Rawls' theory of justice. It seems that Habermas's critique can
be answered in two ways: The first answer seeks justification in what Rawls calls
the "public reason" of a society. This answer is more in line with Rawls'
appearance, but Habermas considers this interpretation of Rawls's theory to be
contextualist and does not accept it. The second answer tries to focus on the
concept of "general facts" in Rawls's theory, and provide a basis for the universal
and non-contextual justification of Rawls's theory; the basis that Habermas
claimed Rawls lacked.
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