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In the field of philosophy of religion, the issue of the existence of world after death and the
doctrine of rewards and punishments in the hereafter is one of the important and confusing
issues as persuades theologians and philosophers of religion to present various and
contradictory views about it. Meanwhile, despite David Hume's considerable reputation as
one of the most important philosophical critics of religion, the secular irreligious significance
of this philosopher's views, especially on the issue of induction and probable reasoning, has
not attracted the attention and energy of Hume's researchers in recent decades. The main
objectives of this paper, on the basis of methodical research, are to identify the relevance of
induction and probable reasoning to the problem of belief in a future state and to the doctrine
of rewards and punishments of human acts in philosophy of religion, and to show that the
goal of Hume's critical analysis of the credibility and practical significance of religious
inductive arguments, by providing an account of the foundation of probable reasoning, is to
reject the principal aims of defenders of Christian orthodoxy. It was orthodoxy defender’s
aim to show, on the basis of our experience of this world, that there is a future state of rewards
and punishments, and that prudence requires that we guide our conduct in this life with a view
to our expectations of happiness or misery in the next. We will show that Hume provides a
naturalistic account of the psychological mechanisms for the foundations of probable
reasoning that generate our beliefs concerning the future, and this account serves to explain
why religious arguments concerning the doctrine of a future state inevitably fail to persuade
us or influence our conduct, so the doctrine of state of rewards and punishments is of little or
no practical consequence for human.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issues of the existence of the world after death, and the doctrine of future rewards and punishments are
one of the most mysterious issues in the field of religious philosophy. Many theologians and philosophers
of every era have discussed and debated about this issue. However, the present issue has not yet received a
satisfactory answer from theologians and philosophers.

In 1730, that is; during the golden period of British philosophical debates concerning theism, Matthew
Tindal questioned the existence of the world after death and the doctrine of future rewards and punishments
by publishing Christianity as Old as Creation. In response to this work, many defenses were published. But
the sharpest defense was Butler's defense in Analogy of Religion. In Analogy of Religion, Butler relies on
the same reasoning method that we use in our common life to prove the reality of the world after death and
the doctrine of future rewards and punishments, that is; probability, and probabilistic reasoning.

But, is it possible to reason like this about the events of the future state? Considering that we are facing
two completely different futures, that is; the observed future of this world and the unobserved future of the
next world. In other words, ordinary inductive reasoning concerns the future of this world, that is taken to
be continuous with the course of things in this world (e.g. the sun rising tomorrow), and religious inductive
reasoning must assume that a future state is also continuous with our experience in this world; that is to say,
the ordinary course of nature, as we observe it, are assumed to be a reliable guide on which to base our
expectations about a future life in a future state. The present paper is designed as an answer to this question,
of course, based on Hume's philosophical system.

In An Abstract of A Treatise of Human Nature, the first book of Treatise, First Enquiry, and A Letter
from a Gentleman to his friend in Edinburgh, by attacking the principle of the uniformity of nature, Hume
shows that this principle cannot cope with the task that Butler has assigned to it. Also, by presenting a
naturalistic account of the foundation of inductive inference; that is, the account that our beliefs about the
future are the product of imagination through the effects of habit, and also by distinguishing between
ordinary induction and religious induction, religious inductive arguments; that is, inductive arguments that
tried to prove, on the basis of our experience of this world, that there is an afterlife, which man will see the
reward and punishment of his actions, and since this is the case, and prudence requires that we guide our
conduct in this life with a view to our expectations of happiness or misery in the next. Therefore, according
to Hume, this doctrine has no effect for us.
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