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Architecture

Paying too much attention to the eternal power of reasoning and ignoring the latent
mental spaces has created crises of the gap between the contemporary human and
the artificial environment. Therefore, it seems vital to recognize the roots of the
connection between the mind and the body in the fields of architecture in the past.
Aiming to identify the mystical field in the Iranian introverted architecture, this
study investigates another field, beyond the realm of existence mirror. The
theoretical foundations of the research specifically refer to the position of the
phenomenon of mirror in philosophy of IHlumination and its role in the Iranian
introverted architecture. The main research question refers to how the essence of
space appears in the architecture. The qualitative method of this research is based
on an interpretive philosophical view that uses the methodology of logical reasoning
to explore the inner reality of space-place. The results show that the development of
other sides of things and the recognition of the field beyond the realm of mirror
would be possible by the transition from the methods of looking inside and outside
in the fields of Iranian introverted architecture. Meanwhile, “the confrontation of
mind and object” leads to “internal and external transformation of the human being”
and creates “another realm(called the world of mystics". The degree of presence in
the space of introverted architecture is adapted to Suhrawardi's philosophy and
passing through the seven steps of: the trouble of separation from the outside, joining
to the inside, awakening, astonishment, annihilation, immersion in the depths of
maze, the return and development of a mirror phenomenon, the human enters
another realm of existence. At the end of this path, the mystics will appear in the
interior spaces of architecture.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Architecture has the power to inspire and change the whole existence. Experiencing an architectural space
would eliminate all external whispers and direct everyone’s attention to the inner existence of things; it
enables the person to recognize his fundamental solitude. However, the neglect of the new architecture
toward mental latent spaces has caused the space to have an empty format with an emptier content.
Acknowledging the nature of space and the experience of being present in the flow of life as well as the
confrontation of the mind and objectivity would be possible.

Discovering the nature of architectural fields on the edge of the desert, this research explores the inner
landscape of the mind. The deep understanding of the inner mental perspectives will be possible by facing
deepest layers of existence. The mental orientations in experiencing the meaning of architecture based on
enlightenment philosophical approaches- with a special look at the phenomenon of the mirror- give a unique
direction to the analysis bases of this research.

In the contemporary world, architecture has lost its existential concept, and its impact on the individual
and culture are disappearing. Throughout this change, the mental and internal needs of humans should also
be considered which necessitates reviving the poetic consciousness of architecture. The crisis of detachment
between man and the living space in today's world has led the present study to search for a strategy to
transfer the experience and create continuity between these factors in order to reorganize the existence and
move towards another realm of existence by reading the signs of the past.

Due to the emphasis on Enlightenment philosophy, and in order to discover the essence of phenomena,
the paradigm of interpretivism - relying on the biological perspectives and lived experiences of people - is
used as a method of recognizing and interpreting the meaning of place. In this method, the analysis of the
sense of place and the relationship between architectural fields and the individual’s mind is specially
considered, in addition to examining the physical structure of space.

The present research analysis is done in a semantic way, i.e. it examines the Iranian philosophy and
mysticism to understand another realm of existence in the architecture of Iran's houses at the margin of
desert. Based on this method of analysis, the experience of meaning in the architectural space happened
through the adaptation of the hidden layers of the mind and the philosophy of Sohrvardi's mirror
phenomenon and also, passing through the hierarchy of presence in an internal, continuous, and endless path
to explore a field called the world of mysticism. Therefore, the living experience of people in Iranian
introverted homes has been studied in addition to the intertextual reading of Sohrvardi's treatises in order to
generalize and ensure the acceptance of the findings. Conducting partial and semi-structured interviews with
the residents of these houses, these studies provide a qualitative interpretation of findings which would be
considered as the basis of recognition.

Recognizing the internal intersection of people's mental interpretations, obtained by coding the statistics
from the interviews, leads research studies to a precious link in the inner world. Returning to oneself essence
and passing through a path that originates from within, the philosophical manifestation of this valuable gem
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in Sohrvardi's philosophy is manifested in the "mirror phenomenon”, and encompasses the surrounding
world in the "Enlightenment philosophy"'.

Suhravardi's philosophical theory considers existence nothing but light, so the world cannot be anything
other than enlightenment. Humans are no exception to this rule. Due to the fact that light shines from the
person to others, s/he is generous and can shine a light on others and be enlightened by them. This is the
basis of thinking that says, the ecosystem of the desert has institutionalized the concept of cohesion not only
in the physical structure but in the depths of the inner world of people. Accordingly, it considers the real
concept of life in the component of people's presence and interprets peace not in solitude but in
companionship. These houses are "surrounded by an environment” from which one sees the flow of
presence, not with the eyes of the head but with the eyes of the heart.

In the mysterious labyrinth of the introverted architecture of the Iranian desert margin, life originates
from human essence and flows like a smooth river in a coherent fabric. Enclosed windowless spaces are the
manifestation of a mysterious world from the outside, and full of inner peace from the inside. Due to the
introverted nature of the architecture of these areas, the revelation of place sense experiencing the endless
horizon of the desert and reviewing the landscape of the mind in the course of life leads the mind space to
the depth of the inner world.

Recognizing the emergence of the mystical realm in the space of Iranian introverted architecture, the
results of the theories of this research interpret the type of mind relationship with the surrounding world.
Philosophical understanding of the concept of another realm of existence in Iranian introverted architecture
has revealed the inner state of people faced with this type of traditional Iranian architecture. To repair the
gap between the past and the future, reach a strategy to transfer the experience of the predecessors, and also
search an answer to the question of study- which seeks to find the way of emerging the place space nature
in the inner realm of architecture- one is leaded a path that corresponds to hidden layers of the mind to
understand the essence of building. Experiencing the space of Iranian introverted architecture draws one's
mind flow in a continuous path. This path happens in seven steps of, freedom from the outside, connection
to the inside, awakening, amazement, immersion in the depth of labyrinth, the return, and the revelation of
the inner world. The end of this path is where we know as the phenomenon of the mirror in the philosophy
increases the human ability to achieve self-revelation and self-knowledge.
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