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Jean Baudrillard the postmodern social theorist adopted a philosophical approach for
explanation of the contemporary world. Baudrillard refers to the current state of affairs in the
wodddas ayy peeedhiity” and ceiievue eeat wddy the simulacra are more real than the reality
itself. Art and cinema have also turned into tools of simulation and Baudrillard targets them
for cnremass uuvwial. Among the achievements of the current essay, one can mention the fact
that according to Baudrillard, contemporary cinema is so immersed in the simulacrum that it
has become a means for simulation. Baudrillard is so pessimistic that it does not seem that in
his view, there would be a path in the postmodern world to escape the simulacra. As a result,
cinema does not also have any path to avoid it. The solutions suggested by the authors are
basically focused on taking advantage of the simulation itself; of course, this simulation is
nmnmled 00 . xpoee the mmmeccaa oo whhhhwe aee eefennns as “mmmannm hte mmmeccaa”.
Consequently, in this essay — thoaigh coniinuous eefeeences oo aaudiilladdss mdeas — it
becomes evdcnt that wmnmumnnmm hlte mmmeccaa” can occur through excessive insistence on
simulation. Among the operational approaches that can assist it, one would refer to frequent
uee of dggtal ppeclll deeess or “doubddd mmmoooaw’ oovadd hle expoiiiion od cnremass
simulation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

As a postmodern social theorist, Jean Baudrillard has adopted a philosophical approach in the context of his
own social researches insofar as he confesses that he is active in the domain of metaphysics. Among the
methods used by him for explanation of the contemporary world is the use of semiotics which in turn led to
his discussions of the philosophy of image and its effects on life. From this perspective, his theories — though
in an indirect way and an unsystematic fashion — are related to the art world and particularly to cinema. One
ff his kyy trrrr ies ceeeernigg tzz life dddditinns in tddyy’s ooii dtiss is yyy rrr raality.. This thrrr y vvvrrs
different domains and dimensions of the life of contemporary man and art is not an exception to this.
Although he did not have any claim of being a cinema critic, his theories influenced the cinema across the
gttt t tee iii tt taat a term e ss iii ddd iw world ii eema aartilll rrly .H HI lywaaa aad““ “Barrr illarii nn
Cimmd?’. wis thrrr y ff simll ccra ddd iimll ttinn oot oll y has directly influenced the cinema, it delineates
the deep structures of the contemporary cinema and its relationship with the society and reveals its
mechanism. Of course, it needs to be noted that there is a relatively incoherent collection of Baudrillar’’ s
comments on cinema usually driven from his interviews. The lack of a systematic theory about cinema, in
fccta aam meee tuu ueeerttaiii gg ff Bdddrillrrd’s ieeaf ff cimmmcemnil rette..

This essay is authored using library based research focused on the first hand sources. The data are
analyzed by descriptive-nnll ytic mtt.... Brrrr illard’s mmmnttt s nn ii nmna rre mmmr ttivlly studied in
the context of his main social theories and ideas in order to understand his desirable cinema and the
mechanism of the survival of cinema.

It seems that Jean Baudrillard sees art and cinema as a conspiracy and considers art and media to be
among the factors that cause the further disappearance of accepted measures and concepts as reality. He
argues that pretention to reality in cinema presents a simple-minded, puritan, paranoid and terrorist insight
no single example of which could be ever found in any other culture except ours (Baudrillard, 1994a:46-
47).

Gary Coulter suggests that we cannot offer an overestimation of the imrrr tddd. ff Brrrr illar’’ s aaaloiis
of cinema because it explicitly speaks of the possible death of cinema. However, it seems that Baudrillard
rrill trssss the aapiii fitiss of a tyee ff ii nmna ddd rrgsss : Il mmittill vrry mhhh in lvve wi.h cihhh ,, hhhit
nnnraaeeed a ecaaairtgg tttt...... I like tee cimmuy ff 111 tee ppecteclss it’s vvan the nnly eee I oo like”
(Baudrillard, 1993: 23-29).

Now this the following questions are raised: Whether Baudrillard has lost his hope of cinema? If this is
not the case and he still loves it, how can cinema continue its life in an appropriate way?

Jean Baudrillard in his own writings refers to film and cinema for hundred times, because good cinema
is of paramount importance for him. The existence of contradiction in loving cinema and being hopeful on
tnn nnn nmpp ppppiigg nn’ h hssss ff it lll1 11 ,gg it ss a ssss pirceytttt t. .. hrr aa,,,

Baudrillard's interest in cinema, on the one hand, and her conspiracy, on the other; which is completely
visible in his different interviews, bespeaks of the fact that Baudrillard believes in a specific type of cinema
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ttt vwviry tyee ff iinmm. aaa t kedd of cimmm aan trll y ee in line with Barrr illar’’ s fdaas? Hwwaan
cinema continue its own deserving life?

According to Baudrillard, in contemporary world, realities have departed the life and the existing vacuum
is filldd yy tee iimll ccra nnd tii s rr oll mmis Bdddrillrr >’ s mttt fdddmnttt 11 ccccrr.. mmithation sss tkken
advantage of many tools and devices to appear as more real and as Baudrillard suggests, today cinema has
turned into one of these tools and is stuck in it.

Givnn uui Barrr illar’’ s itt ellettull ccccrrn of tee vvvrrdd-ness of the absence of reality by the
iimll cca, eee aan rrgee thtt in Bdddrillard’s vi,,, cimmmaan rrr vive only if it distances itself from the
simulacrum and succeeds to act against the continuous and comprehensive current of simulation or uncovers
it, or siid differnntly, lesss to tee “iimll ttinn of tee simll ccra.. nnilly, eee eeess to ntt e thtt altggggh
with Bdddrillrrd’s riii aal vi,,,, ,immmwlll d vvvrr ee lll e to srrenn the ii aapaaardd rell ity; it still cnn
divulge this absence of reality via intelligent methods and uncover the complicated mechanism of simulation
in this way.

It seems that given the mmihh iaatinns ff the fonttiff ff iimll ttittt t tt rell iztt iff ff the “iimll ttiff ff
tee iimll ccra” is 11l y ssssill e trr oggh mmthii gg iimilrr to tee simll ccrmmiteelf nnd with vvvicss that
have made it. The authors offer an argument based on the rule set by Baudrillard himself for the postmodern
wrrl.. Accordigg to tee “Allll ute RIl””, we uuuuld give mrr e tnnn wttt tii s wrrld aas givan ... Tnnn,
given the extensive expansion of simulation in contemporary world, the film makers can take advantage of
this rule ddd yy tee cccessive eee ff the ii gitll eeeiill effetts mvve twwrss ssimll tt inn ff the iimll ccrmn?
so that he would once again simulate the simulation in postmodern world. This secondary simulation is
introduced as a solution for divulgence of the simulation of the postmodern world so that in this way its
simulation to be uncovered.

Tee mcciiii mmff “iimll ttinn ff tee simll ccrmni nnd tee divll gccce of iimll ttinn in cimmmthrgggh
the excessive use of digital special effects depends on the film makers. According to Baudrillard, cinema
like the rest of arts can only preserve part of its power if chooses a creative figure to retrieve the lost realism
in the cinema. But even if this is done, it seems that the discussions in current research can prepare the
required mind-set in the film makers for accomplishing the task.
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