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The connection between the philosophy of "education™ and "design" is dependent
on the influence of social norms, and the inherent existing connection between the
elements of "truth seeking" and "action orientation", as well as the common theme
of "Action in pursuit of desirable change" as long as the intended result is achieved.
Taking these into consideration, the current study aims to analyze the commonalities
of “Education Research” and “Design Research” subtypes, under the title of “Ethical
Action Research”. Research in the aforementioned fields is the same as taking action
in them. The current conceptual research is of a fundamental-theoretical type, which
has used the descriptive-analytical method to analyze, interpret and combine the
results and findings, after examining the fields of "Ethical Action Research",
"Education Research" and "Design Research”. The results indicate that producing
knowledge in the previously mentioned research subtypes is done in the form of
"Ethical Action Research" in the fields of science, philosophy and technology.
"Theoretical reason”, "Productive Action" and "Instrumental Action" are utilized to
evaluate and find solutions for the dilemma. Inductive, analogical and abductive
reasoning are the dominant logical solutions for the preeminent realization of the
aforementioned action. “Ethical Action Research” could therefore be considered as
the intersection between the two researches types of “Educational Action Research”
and “Research Through Design”. It is advised that for future research, their
interaction and synergy is taken into consideration due to the commonalities in their
background.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

There are philosophies in which the perfect nature of research is formed based on the connection between
observation, ‘“Productive action” and “Instrumental action”. Because of this, these philosophies can be
realized in a form of “Ethical Action Research”. As an example, in the field of "Educational Researches”,
there exist research genres because of which, "Educational Research" is studied under the field of natural
sciences, humanities and social sciences. Meanwhile, "Educational Action Research" is another type which
is unique to look at. Due to the practical quality of these types of research, their nature can be discussed,
and they can only be put under this category when they strive to achieve educational goals. On the other
hand, in the field of "Design Studies", there also exist three major subtypes of research, which are "Research
into Design”, "Research for Design™ and "Research through Design™. The first two mentioned types are
heavily reliant on the research traditions of other fields, and are framed based on them; but the nature of
"Research through Design" is still disputed and analyzed. This is due to the fact that it clearly has no agreed-
upon framework, and various approaches and methods are always suggested by designers to frame these
researches. In the meantime, "Research through Design" is the closest to the actual act of “designing”, which
redefines design as a form of research. Based on the above-mentioned information, the present conceptual
research, which is of a fundamental-theoretical nature, attempts to answer these questions by adopting
descriptive-analytical methods:

[J What is “Ethical Action Research” and how can developments be made in this field?

[J Which subtypes of “Education Research” and “Design Research” can be considered as forms of

“Ethical Action Research” in their perfected forms?

Methodology

The present conceptual research is of a fundamental-theoretical type, and utilizes a descriptive-analytical
method to reach the desired answers to its questions. The article discusses “Ethical Action Research” first,
and then proceeds to examine the “Education Research” and “Design Research” research types. It then
finally attempts to define the “Ethical Action Research” format as an intersection between the “Education
Research” and “Design Research” subtypes, by analyzing, interpreting and combining its findings and
results.

Discussion

The present research is in agreement with research movements which have adopted the format of
“Educational Action Research” and ‘“Research through Design” research s(] types in order to look at
“Education” and “Design” as a form of research, and research as a form of “Education” and “Design”. It
later discusses their shared attributes. Perfection-type researches in the field of "Education” and "Design"
have commonalities in the subject (Ethics), the goal (Desirable Change) and the use of logical strategies.
The extent to which knowledge is produced in these types is similar to that of the "Ethical Action Research"
type, to a degree which makes it possible for them to be discussed in Ethical Wisdom. Their full realization
is positively dependent on the realm of “Practical Wisdom”. “Practical Wisdom” is the link between the
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realms of “observation” and “action”, meaning that the acquired knowledge from “theoretical wisdom”, by
setting limits to the actions of those in pursuit of perfection, has made it possible to enter the realm of
“Practical Wisdom” and to achieve perfection. Utilizing “productive action” and finishing the task by using
“instrumental action” will then result in prosperity and benefiting from the results, since moving towards
progress, meeting needs, and the possibility of all these, is the ultimate goal of every wisdom in which
“action” plays the main role. As a result of this, the topic of any wisdom associated with it, ismoralized. At
the same time, it is important to note that Morality is only beneficial when it yields results in the scene of
action.

Conclusion

It can be concluded that various value-related aspects influence the subjects in the field of “Education” and
“Design”, because of the relation of these subjects to social norms. On the other hand, the research subtypes
of “Educational Action Research” in “Education Research”, and “Research through Design” in “Design
Research”, are the closest types of research to the actual actions of “Education” and “Design”. However,
studying in these formats would not be possible without “Action Research”. Therefore, the “Ethical Action
Research” format is more appropriate in order to carry them out, since in understanding the phenomena
discussed in them, “Ethical Action” is used instead of Causal Approaches. It should also be noted that the
nature of these areas in leaning towards practical actions, mandates the carried research in them to result in
advancements in the studied society. On the other hand, although the aim of researches related to causal
operations are alien to the goals of “Education” and “Design”, they can act as a means to observe the “limits”
of the agents’ actions and not their “source”. It is hoped that in future research, more attention is paid to the
interaction and synergy of the aforementioned research subtypes, for they share many commonalities.
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