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The present essay is a study and an analysis of important theoretical principles that
we might find in Protagoras. Subject of this dialogue are moral virtues: their
unity/plurality and teachebility or unteachebility. Virtues generally are wisdom,
justice, piety, temperance and courage. Reading Protagoras and studying its parts
with some points taken from other dialogue Meno, can light on the former; because
Meno’s theory of anamnesis (teaching or knowledge is recollection) as a perspective
describes the meaning of to teach or teaching (Meno, 79-80). Protagoras wanting
this meaning and only takes teaching as a transition of arts and virtues from the elder
to the young. Our disscution of Socrates and Protagoras's ideas on education is not
only based on their differences and contrarieties but also on their similarities and
intractions: coversations that are going between the philosopher and the sophist
depict a relative convergence of their opinions on the education of the young.
Symbol of the mentioned convergence is the principal view that emerges at the end
of Protagoras; Socrates suppose and say we (I and Protagoras) must revise our
opinions until arrive at a consequence on the teachebility or unteachebility of the
virtues: if virtue is knowledge (wisdom), then it is teachable. (Protagoras, 361a-c).
This result is at the same time repeated in Meno (87) and is one of theoretical
principles.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Considering dialogue between Socrates and Protagoras and revision of their ideas’, Socrates must
leave up his opinion that virtue is not teachable! Protaoras must give up his opinion that altough
virtue is one thing with some parts but at the same time each part is distict from other parts! In his
view virtues are as the parts of a face: Eye is other than ear and also their functions are diferrent.
In other words, here is Plato that practially arrives at a theory on the education or paideia by
intraction of Socrates and Protagoras’s ideas. We can not distinguish an exact limit between
Socrates and Plato in the early period or Plato’s Socratic works. On this reason we prefer the title
of Socratic-Platonic theory of education.

Plato in Meno has two important questions; Meno's question from Socrates: ““... Can virtue be
taught? Or is it not teachable but the result of practice, or is it neither of these, but men posses it
by nature or in some other way?” (Meno 70a). And Socrates’s question from Meno: what is the
definition of virtue? (Meno 72a-b). At first Meno's paradox on the possibility of research drives
them to the theory of teaching is anamnesis. Anamnesis is a principle that theorizing some points
of Protagoras. Because Meno’s above mentined question in the light of the anamnesis theory
acquires its real meaning: Anamnesis presupposes a third option other than knowing and not-
knowing; the option that is a mixture of knowing and not-knowing. Secondly education as a kind
of transition is a sub-class of teaching. Then in the process of education we have a natural ability
and at the same time we need some practice.

We try to explaine other principles of Socratic-Platonic theory of moral education and virtue in
Protagoras together with a perspective taken from Meno. By this view it seems we can understand
Protagoras believing in justice and a sense of shame as two virtues that given by Zeus to the all
human beings (Protagoras, 323c-d). For the sophist social life and society are not possible without
those virtues; of cource ones distributed to all of the human beings. Here is two foundations: man
gua man has an ability for virtues but at the same time needs practice of education by a teacher.
This is a result of applying the anamnesis theory as a perspective to the Protagoras’s teaching.
There is a fragment that justifies this result: “40 (F5) in the work entitled The Great Speech
Protagoras said: (F5a) Instruction requires natural ability and practice.” (Graham, 2010, Vol 2:
660). At the 5. BCE there is “The parallel between the cultivation of the intellect and the sowing
of the field with fruits became a commonplace of the age.” (Gomperz, 1949: 409). Thus there are
necessary and sufficient conditions as natural talent, learner, teacher and instruction or practice.
On this concept, Plato in Protagoras and Meno, mentions those conditions.

There are other foundations or principles that we can mention: Anamnesis theory as an epistemic
principle presupposes two other ontic principles: Soul as a being immortal has other lives
before/after this world and the connection existed between natural beings is necessary for
recollection. Anamnesis is an activity of recollecting of neglected opinions that are in our mind.
Therfore recollection or anamnesis is essentially a rational activity that occurs in the soul.
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In Protagoras, we see Plato’s distinction between knowledge and ignorance. Knowledge is a right
opinion but ignorance is a wrong opinion. But in Meno Knowledge is infallible and opinion or doxa
is other than knowledge. Doxa is changeable and maybe turns out to be right or wrong. Again, in
Protagoras Socrates’ effort on estabilishing the principle of the knowledge is virtue, based on some
other principles as: wisdom is knowledge but not all knowledge is wisdom. Then they are not
equall; knowledge is more general than wisdom. Thus, logical relation of equal between wisdom
and knowledge is not defenable.

Wisdom is knowledge of the good and evil. Object of wisdom is essentially and firstly moral
virtue and vice. Akrasia is not possible because knowledge or reason is more powerful than
pleasure (and fear, passion ...) or will. There is a knowledge of measure; measuring of how much
pleasure or pain follows actions. A little pleasurable action may be results more painful effects and
vise versa. Thus no man knowingly and deliberately errs. Error and sin in normal condition are
caused by ignorance.

In connection with the previous principle, we can mention another one: in Socrates and
Protagoras’ opinion there is no distincton or distance between theoria and praxis in contrast with
Republic. Knowing the good and the evil results doing the good action and not doing the bad one.
Such as knowing the art of physician makes a man a physician. Again in Protagoras it seems that
the relation of reason and will (or by toleration the relation of psyche and body), is essentially a
one-way not mutual one. As if the body is always prone to the soul.

At first for Socrates Ratio of the good to the bad is as the ratio of the pleasure to the pain and
the formers are reduced to the latters. But on the going Socrates and Protagoras agree that the ratios
of them are not equall: Some good are pleasure and some bad are pain, and vice versa. Because of
the just two mentioned points, our judging on things that says a thing is good or bad, is practically
an appreciation of our psychic states of pleasure and pain.

The Socratic-platonic theory of education in Protagoras is constituted under the influence of
Socrtes and Protagoras as a sophist. Their principles (definitions or propositions), in an intraction
gradually converges and forms a conditioned principle: Virtue is teachable, if it is knowledge. Plato
in his dialogues appears as a theacher: Not only he immediately discusses of moral virtues and
human affairs but also by his dialogues teaches a kind of human relation that is rational thinking
of a man with another man. This rational activity is connected with morality and logic as necessary
conditions without any individual authorithy.
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3. Prometheus
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5, Hephaestus
6, Zeus

7. Hermes
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