Investigation of New Functions in Dysfunctional and Historical
Contexts of the City (Case Study: Shah Abbasi Area of Karaj)

Seyedeh Sepide Qalamro”
*Corresponding Author, PhD., Department of Urban Planning, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: ga.sepideh@gmail.com

Kiarash Pourhazhir Ardestani
MSc., Department of Architectural Engineering, Mehdi Shahr Branch, Islamic Azad University,

Semnan, Iran. E-mail: Kiarash.pourhazhir@yahoo.com

Yaser Hatami
MSc., Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Rasht Branch, Islamic Azad University, Rasht,

Iran. E-mail: yhatami1388@gmail.com

Abstract

The city is a living and dynamic creature whose body is formed in different periods under the
influence of economic-political, cultural-natural and social developments. In a correct and healthy
process, these developments are such that the old elements of cities are revived in accordance with the
new needs. Historic and ancient cities, despite the characteristics of the centrality of economic,
geographical, communication and prosperity of the old market, suffer from apparent wear and tear,
weak urban infrastructure, cultural and social problems and the resulting problems. New generations
do not want to continue living in traditional and old tissues, and this causes a change in the structure
and even destruction of these tissues. Karaj, like the young metropolis as a complementary core of
Tehran, which is less than half a century old, is one of the cities whose texture is facing the problem of
551 hectares of worn-out urban texture due to time inconsistencies. A large part of Karaj is made up
of old tissue, parts of which are worn out. Accordingly, the necessity of organizing the problematic
worn-out tissues of this city in various social, economic, environmental and physical dimensions is
inevitable. In this study, the social, physical, economic and environmental factors that create the worn-
out tissue of Karaj city have been identified and ranked. Studies are conducted during the cognition
process in the table and with the help of gspm strategy table, the optimal strategy is presented, but the
important point in this regard is the defensive nature of the strategies, which means defending the
existing conditions of the historical context of the study area. Offers the existing conditions. Strategies
such as combating social anomalies, reproducing spaces and relocating the required uses and the need
for social management, etc., which after this stage, the answer to the research question and provide
solutions in the field of strategy will be discussed.
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