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Abstract

From the beginning of the fourth century to the early seventh century, the Dari
Persian language has encompassed an extensive treasure of noble and archaic words,
many of which have been formed based on various geographical dialects or loan
terms that have found their way into the Dari Persian from the languages of the
surrounding areas, particularly the East region of Iran. Finding these archaic, rare,
and obsolete words, particularly infinitives and verbs in the Quranic encyclopedia
and The Dictionary of Equivalent Persian of Quranic Words developed based on one
hundred and forty-two versions of Quran manuscripts, can help researchers
understand the historical development of the Persian language system with respect
to linguistic, semantic, and grammar. It also can help scholars in the correction of
manuscripts, enrichment of dictionaries and translation of the Holy Qur’an. The aim
of this study is to show the role of translations of the Holy Quran in enriching the
lexical system of the Persian language. To fulfill this aim, first the archaic infinitives
and verbs were extracted from The Quranic Dictionary and the rarest and the least
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frequent of which were selected and categorized into Old and Middle Persian
dialects, unknown verbs, and loan words. Second, the roots, meaning, and use of
these verbs were analyzed referring to valid dictionaries and archaic texts. The
findings show that Persian translators of the Holy Quran have extensively used all
the word-formation capabilities of the Persian language.

Keywords: Dari Persian, Quranic encyclopedia, Infinitives, Archaic and obsolete
verbs.
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