Philosophy of Science, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2022, 305-327
Doi: 10.30465/ps.2022.42105.1621

A Relational Approach to Modern Science
in the Marburg School

Elham Rabiee’, Mahdi Hosseinzadehyazdiﬂ

Abstract

Relationalism is at the opposite point of substantialism, and instead of studying
objects separated from each other, it starts to study the objective relations that
determine them. The Marburg school is one of the most important exponents of this
idea. The explanation provided by the Marburg school of relationalism was to solve
the crisis of science in the 20th century. In other words, this school sought to
provide an answer to the paradox of the progress of science at the same time as
revolutionary changes occurred in it without losing scientific objectivity. The idea of
the Marburg school was that if these changes could be explained based on an
objective method or law, the credibility of science would be preserved. This
objective method is the transcendental method that was reformulated inspired by
Kant's transcendental logic. In this approach, the relationship between concept and
reality has been revised, the reality is completely conceptual and at the same time
dynamic, and it is explained how the object of scientific theories is continuously
reproduced as a cultural component.
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