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Evaluation and analysis of how Iranians' constitutionalism
was influenced by the Ottoman constitution
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Abstract

How lIranians were influenced by the Ottoman constitution has always been one of
the challenging topics. Some authors have denied this issue and others have spoken
about the influence of the Ottoman constitution on Iran's constitutionalism as if the
Ottomans were the creators of Iran's constitution. The main problem of the author in
this research is to know the nature and dimensions of Iranian influence on the
Ottoman constitution. The findings of the research show that Iranian intellectuals
interacted with the Western world, India, as well as the constitutionalism of Russia
and Japan, along with the Ottoman Empire, and they were familiar with the
constitution and the concept of the modern state. Even before the Ottoman
constitution, they realized the necessity of reforms in their governance system;
Therefore, Iran's constitution was an endogenous and original matter and it cannot
be considered as an imitation or subject of Ottoman rule. The only exception was
that the Ottoman constitutionalism happened earlier than Iran due to the
neighborhood and the influence of the West, and the number of Iranians residing in
the Ottoman Empire who were affected by it was more than the Iranians of other
countries. Iranian intellectuals are also trying to adapt constitutional laws to religion;
They needed Ottoman experience. These three issues, discussed in this research ,
caused Iran's constitution to be formally influenced by the Ottoman Empire
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