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Abstract 

This theologically-oriented study, entitled Ibn al-Furak debates with the Karamiyya 

in Ghazni (early fifth century AH), seeks to examine the reasons for those 

theological disputes that emerged and the similarities and differences between Ibn 

al-Furak's scholarly views and those of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni and Ibn al-

Haytham. In the first half of the third century AH, the Madhhab of Karamiya was 

developed by Muhammad ibn Karam.In the early fourth century, Abu al-Hasan al-

Ash'ari established a new theological school of thought whose distinguishing feature 

was the defence of the beliefs of the Sunnis and the Companions of Hadith. 

Ultimately, Ibn al-Furak sacrificed his life in a vigorous scholastic battle to defend 

Ash'arite theology against those of other sects, notably the Karamiyya. The findings 

of this study indicate that although Ibn al-Furak and Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni 

agreed on the notion of seeing God, they disagreed on whether this vision was in a 

particular manner. Furthermore, Karamiya's attribution of the concept of the 

Prophetic mission's cessation to Ibn al-Furak was nothing more than a calumny. 

Examining the ideological debates and differences between Ibn al-Furak and Ibn al-

Haytham indicates The two scholars had great differences over other matters, such 

as the abode of God on his throne, the persistence of acquired attributes, the 

anthropomorphic attributes of God, the being creator or non-creator of the self-
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dependent characteristics of God, the similarity or contrast between the Creator and 

the creature, and whether the Qur'an is the direct word of God or His revelation. 

Keywords: Ibn al-Furak �Ash'arya �Ibn al-Haytham �Karamiya �ideological 

debates. 
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���).V��L�� � O�9L6�  ���9�,1991 :5/245  1�� ��� �  -.� 1��6 (� ��3� (�)#�9� �1)�� �  f
1� �
  ��� ���).!��1399 :81       ����� ���
> �� 5/�� !��� O��# ���H> �� ��� � �=R -4� (
5!�  1� ]�=R �  /#� 1� ��GL�� �� �� ���3� �! f   1�� �! ���� �K� .-C�# �� -.� �a�! f  f

 ��R2;0� �� �: �/��� 14b�R"V��L��" ! �: ��� �K� �1� � �40��  �� f    ���9� � /���G# ��
 �� �: �/
���"O�9L6�"  :�# $�# ��)#�9� ���#�H, ��)#�9� �1)��)./
��K" ����   ������1999 :

88 -89"1� ]�=R �K� B�! -J�R �! (    �: ��� �/���� ��3� ��9� �� V�GC� f" ��3�."  �
    �: ��� �/���G# ���3� ��� �� V�GC� �K�" -� �R"   �1)��)./�
��K1907 :6/616  ���#��H, �

1996 :2/1393��� (      M� ��  -�.� $���6 �/���G# ��3� �! (C6 �K� �  !�� �c# ��� �� (=��
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  1���$J� ��3. � - �R �/��� ��3� �! (C6 �  1#��M FW� � !�� ���N ��3. � - �R
1� ���).!��  ���9�,1426 :2/2451� �c
� ( ��� ��4[C� ��� �! �  /.�   M� -���G, �� (� ����

�C<J���� ��� �� ��!$# 1��K/�! ������       �! (�C6 ��  5!��� 5/��W� ��� �� � �L��! (=��
 :�#)-C�# ��3� �� ��L<� �!�N ��/R"���  �����1425 :288"   �� ��3�. � -� �R � (

1� 19C6 �LD�  :��9�).-.� ��3� �! �  /#�!272(  

3.2.3 ���  ��+� ,�-.  

1,�U0 ��/N E��GN ��U0 M� ��c
�  �:�& �! �  /#�5/�: ������ �� �: �� 'W� � /#�   -�Jy! ��
19# ��� . ...� /� ��6� /
#�� �/
           A�J�% ��  -�.� ���c# ���9� ��� ��4[�C� ���� �! (=��

/9<� ������ �L�� B��  ��        x����6 ����
� ��� � 1#�9�C6 ���
�� �! �� ��U�0 ��� �� ./#�
���).!�� ��3� ��K!���
  ���9�,1426 :3/554�� �! !�6� ��� �� (  5����� �L3# ��� �� |��
� 1r

��� �  5/�    �� ...� ��W#��� ��<���=� ����0 /
#�� 1,�U0 �����  �  !�� 5/�W� ��� �� (=��
5!�! -GC# �/N �� �HG8� �  �/.�� 1#��� �: �� 19# ��3� �/#� �: FW� � /#��   ���.� �� �� ��

        �3, � ��G�8, ��/��) 5/�� P��C
� /�#��/N ��� -
�. � �:��& �! �  �_#:   V2�u� �(���
5!���   �1#�L��.�H�)./#�1995 :1/129 ��M�� ���D� �2010 :133 ��/U��0 �2000 :5/113 �! (

��� |&�� ./
  �/6 �HG8� M� �� �����  E&�� P�CR �  �L��! 1�. (=��  
��� ���    ��U�0 ���� �34� !�G# ��3� �: ����� � ���J ��
�� �! �� ���GN ��U0 �����

,�t ��U0 � ���# ���
� �� �����)-��K �c# �! �-.� 1#�9C6 ��% �  �/N 1  1�� �f���   :��,
7419�LJ� �  �1#�HG0��1/482 ���� �   ����9�,1995 :16/89  ���9� �1425 :40   -R���0 ��� �� (

���)!�  �[;D, �x���6 � �r�� ��
�� �! �/N �� ��U0 ��� V2u� �u�D� �� �HG8�   ������
1985 :359�c# �� \G;
� ��W�&! �  1��K/�! �( .-.� ����� �C<J����18  

4.2.3   !"#$"����"  �"0�!1$ � 2��� 34� �415�"  

 � !�� �L��K �c# �! �  1��HU� � �
�� ��»!�6� «   �/�
�! -G�C# �: �� ]�9<� AJ�& �! ��
 :-C�# ���N (C& �. M� 13� M�1  $��> �: ��,���s 1
�� -.� 1��6� ��: �� !�6� E;��� (

� �: ���0 ��� �! �  !��! !�6� �»A6�� !�6�J� « ./
��K2    1���
L�� ��: ��� !��6� E;��� (
 �� �: �  /��G# /��� ����$J� 1
�� -.�»|
L9� !�6�J� « ./
��K3     1#��3�� ��: ��� !��6� E�;��� (
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          �� �: ����0 ���� �! ��  !��/�# 1����� �B/�� ��� !��6� M� 1�
�� -.�» ��39�  !��6�J� «
 :�#)./
��K" ��/�R�,1988 :6/104��� �  ���9�,9951 :16/452 -453"(  

��� �>�K    ��� ��: M� 1��$6 �� � V�4D� �(J�� '  �  !�� �c# ��� �� 5����� /
#�� (=��
19# �/�
 1��6� !�N �!�N �� � -.� ��L<� 1�#�0    1��/�L�� � M��%: �  1�!��R M� � /
 

�: ���� 1� -�#�9� �-C�# ��  ���)!���   ����9�,1986 :2/285     -���J�� ���3�� ��� �� ����  (
"�39� !�6�J�"  ��"O�&�"    ./��.� /����D# P�6� /R �  !�� �: �� /
>�� �-��! !�WL��

��� �c# M� �  1��K/�!      :��9�)./�� 5!�9�� !�!��� �����16/380 ���� (    ���
_9� (�=��
"!�)��"  �"B�/��"  �� ��"5!���"  �"��`��"         ]��& ��� (�� �� �! ���� � 5!��  ���
� /�#��/N

�-.� 5!�9# ���8� ��K!���
 »#;1J7�HM  #7�6
D�7P  6"�6'�7& K�6@ BS7
 7T�6�7� K"7N B�#7�D2;37N �7UHM F��7	9
)« /(�E�40 4 (
»  6"��6'�7& K��6@ BS7
 7T�6�� K"7N #]G�7+ ;2�;37N �7UHM B�6$D!7N #;1J7�HM« /S��)82  �1#�L�.�H�)(1995 :1/126  ���9� �

1425 :69-��` � 5�K/�! �� \G;
� -CD# 5�a# �! ��� 5/�W� ��� (   1�� ��c# �� �����    /�.�
     ��������, � �!����R g����� �! �� 1J����, ������ ��t �V���� �����: ���� !�
L��.� ���� ��� 

1� ./
LC#�!  �1U�C#)2006 :1/266  ��!�/��� �1992: 150  ���9� �1977 :218�  ����   �1#��C94,
1431 :283 �14R ��2� �1407 :294( |&�� �!  ������    5!��� ��/�R ���  �/�N �    ���
G� ���

�� 7� ���:�  ]y/L.� �6� �! M�/#!� �: ��� �! �3
�� ]�� :�� E94  �"�t�"    ����M ^��� � 
 �� � �L�� ��3� �-.�»1#��M «R (3R �!d!��3#: B�! � -.� �� 5!��� /#��/N   '�=L� �� X�

 ��� '�� ��"£ �"  1�� �
���: �� '=L� '�� ��� � 5!�! ���&      ��  ����M �-�.� �: O��&� � f
 ^�R"f��"  �!"��3��" � �14�C�).-.� 5/� � t �: E��!� �!2008 :3/470 -471  :��# $�# �

" �1#�L.�H�1425 :69"(    B)1#�L�.�H� ����t� �� ���548     A�6�� ������  !��WL�� ���� �(V.5
��� �.�, 1� �c
� � 5!�� (=�� /9<� !�N ���8�
 �c# ��� �� �� �  /.�    ��C9� B���  ��

��� �a�! ��. M� (�)#�9�).-.� 5!�G#  �(=��"���3,"  �"!�)��"    5���9� ��� ��" -�9R�" 
      ��� ��  1��K/��! �!��: ��9�� ��� �-.�� ��t �� (b�& � �!�R �  /#��/N M� 1,�U0 �$6

��� ^2N     1�4�� ��U�0 ����
� �� �34� 1,�t ��U0 �# �� �� 7� ��U0 �� ���M �!�� ����
 ���!$�).!�  1W4, �/N2003 :76(  

 �1.�
��/N IM�R �! (H� 'b�C� M� 13�    � (\J��N) ]���L� ��/�N ��� ��: �  -.� ���
      ���&�4D� ��� (J��� \J��N ����
� �� /#��/N �3
�� �� !��! !�6� -�D
. �(��&�4D�) (J��

�: �� 1L�D
.  �� � !��! B�, ���G, �!�N       �/�R� Q�R�G� ��� ��4[�C� ���� E8�� w!��/# ��
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 1�� M�� �!�� x�;� ��L.�� ��#�� �! �  !�6�    �'�.�� :��#).!!�K3137 :1/366  ���L�C4
�  �
1380 :1/435��� ��� I���
� P�� �! 1#�/
> '�=U, |��
� ( ��� � ����     ���� I�����! (�=��

5!�3# �b��� �4[C� 1� -.! �� �_#: ��� /#� ��� �  -.� ��� /�:    ���� B��, ���G, �� /WL�� ����
���)-.� 5!�� V�4D� � \J�N  �����1430 :40  ���� M� P��� ��� �! ��> � ( �   ]���. (�=�

:/��a� �3
�� $6 /�! �b��� 1���6 �  -C#��L# �� �!�   
»    �/��
 (�4� (V��4D�) ��� �� �(\J�N �� ��� AR�0) ���� �� -GC# 'H6 �� �  -.� ]�<�
!� )« ��M�� �D�2010 :143��� �  ���9�,1426 :4/260(  

��.� AR�0 ��� �c# �� -W���� �! S�/WLJ�  M� �� 7� ]�& 'W# ����� ����    ��� �� (�=��
:-.� 5!�  !� ���M ]�`�  

»1��K:�# B!�� M� '4�  ����9�� �  �1L�2�.  B$4L�C�  1���K:�#  ���#: M�  O��&�  ����9�� � 
-�2. -C�#«. ��M�� �D�)2010 :142(  

��� |&�� �! 1� �� ����   ��9�� �� 1H�$
, � 1G4. 1.�
��/N -D.�. ����/��u M� ���,
��� �3�J�R�! �!��:  !�6� �� (=��        5�K/��! ���� .!��� '�b�& V��4D� � \J��N ���� -�D
.

��� 1� �� ����    ���� ��� �� .-��K �c# �! /#��/N ���� ��G8, �#�K�� 1U# ��L.�� �! ���,
 B��CW#� �-.�� $6 �_#: E9� � -.�/N ��=D� �B�CW#� B/� �  -��! /� �, 5/�W�   ��7�


 :��9�)-.�1/153N �  !��! ���=, A4;� ��� �� 1��. M� � (   � ��U�0 � ��t �! /�#��/
    :��9�).!��/�# 1H�G�� � ����� � -.� �#�a� ��J����3/118  ���9� �1987 :6/549  ���9� �

1999 :3/751 ������C�# ���=#� �2010 :1/456 -457   �������C�# �/�R�� �1994 :1/245 �
 ��M�N1415 :1/98 �1#�L.�H� �1364 :1/55 ��/�: �2004 :136    ��c# ��� �� 5�K/��! ��� (

����
C<J����� ���M �!��! -W��;� $�#  �� (� �� 1U#  ��/R 		/#��/N ��)�L#   -�.� �L��K  ��   
�� �/N   ��  �6� ��G�  ��   ���&�4D�   ����N   -�C�#   �������).1953 :7 -8  �1U�C# �2006 :

1/142(  

5.2.3 7��* )8�9  

   1�2�.� V��� ��� �8&�
� !��� QR�G� �496 M� �:�& �!�� V�4D� �� (�/& �� ����� Q<G�
��� .-.� 5!��    ���% �!��R �� �� ]�& � (�/& �� �/N B2  ������  V�U,� �� A��& /
#�� (=��

1� �-.� 1J��, ���� ��t �� (b�& �  �e/<��  ���!$�)./#�!2003 :62(     -�.� ���� (�H� EL3#
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 ��L��K �c# �! �� ]�& �34� �/N B2  �# �� �:�& ������  �   B���)./�#�   ������<J�2010 :1/104 �
 �1���� 1J�L�1987 :99��� (  �J�� �� �C9� $�# ����   ���D4, 1�� 'b����/��H9,  'by/�J� �

���)�LC#�! (�/& � 1JM� �� �/N B2    ������1985 :290   :��# $��# �"  �1#2&���1987 :368 -
369"( ��� ^2N�� ���      :���9�)5!�  1�W4, �� B2�  ��34� �/N ]�& �# �� �:�& �(=��287 �(

5/�W� 1� �  �� .!�  1���M�� �������� (c�� ���8�
 �c# M� -���L� �! �� �: ���,19 

6.2.3 ;
�#
� � ;��� <�(=�  

�8�/#� �1���K�G6 �3U,      �� � ������ �������� �! �: E�8�� ��  -�.� ��    5/��! ��L�.�� ���#
1�  �! .!��"!�N ��
��" 5/�� ����, ��
 M� ��/W, �� �LC��� ��H6 ��  B�9, �    ��  -�.� ��
"����M"     �!��N ��
��).-�.� 5!��  |s� (1JM� ��/N)1364 :42    ������
 (�� ���#�� �! (

 AL3�"1&���" �]�L.� � ��3
�
)./#!�� �G6 E8�/#� ���4G� �1381 :31  ������ �1356 :2/60 �
�! �-#��1371 :921� 1��u M� ( Q<G� �� FG,�� �� �4[C� ��� ���,     � 1�4W� �G�& � ��CR

1���  - � ���
�   � ��L�.�� ���#�� ��3� -
. �� �:   £� � ���W�. ������
� �eU�����  P��� �! 
1� M�� 1HJ� ��� E��c# !!�K - �� .-C#�!  ��.����c# ��� �    � ��CR � ��;N � P���0 �����

5!��� ���C#� �����  �G& ��� �� FW� '9� O�# �� 1
�� .-.� 1HJ� ��#�& �		'�J!		   ��� P���0
1� �LC#�! �;N    ���� �: ��� /#��/N �  !��   1�H# ���  -�.� 5!�� .(Pojman and Rea, 2007:  

556_557)  
��� ��4[C� ��� �! (=�� �� ��� �c#  !���  ��   B��9,  ]�����  ���N �   ���C#� ��� M�  A�#�6 
 �1#�L.�H�).-.�/N1364 :1/129��/U0 � 2000 :5/113��� ( 5�K/�! �2��  \G;
� ��  ��c# 

��� ���� !�� �  E9� ��
CR � ��[�. M� (�� 1�!: ]���� �� ACR�� 5!��� �  -��8�  1�HJ� 
1� ���).-C#�!  �����1985 :237��� �  ���9�,1995 :14/422 1�� ��9� �   :��,159   ��  ���c# (

.!�� �: ���� ����� �C<J���� ���
 �HJ�.20  �LGJ������   �Q�<G� ��� �!  1���HU�   '��� M�  
1#�C#�   ��5!�  x�;� �    �� �: ���
G� '��� �   ���C#�   ���� �!   ��3#:   ���    !��N��  -G�C#  5!�! 
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     .-���! !��6� ���c# ^2L�N� �! ��� ��� �1HJ� ]���� �!�� V�4D� �� (�/& E4[C� �!
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#�� ����� (=��
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66   �����	 
�����
��  ���13 ����� �1 ���
��	 � ���� �1401  

 

   ����� ���  -��.� 1J���R �! ����� .-����! -�����&    V���4D� �� �/��N ]������ B���9, ������
���).-C#�!  �����2009 :2/235(  

  

4���:� . ���;  
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