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An Investigation of the Selected Linguistic Tricks (Vocabulary and
Expressions), Fiction (Spatialization) and Content (Dreaming) in Short Stories
by Female Writers from the 70s to the 90s
Fatemeh Ahmad®, Dr. Mohammad Moradi?

Abstract

The study of women's storytelling and common techniques in their works has
been one of the topics of interest in contemporary fiction research. However,
Previous research has mainly focused on the study of women's novels, the collection
of short stories by leading female writers has been less well-researched, especially
in recent decades. Hence, a collection of short stories selected from 9 female
authors in the literary awards of the 70s to 90s (three authors per decade) was
selected and their short stories were analyzed according to the three linguistic tricks
(words and expressions), Fiction (atmosphere) and content (dreaming).
Furthermore, the evolution of such techniques have been analyzed and compared in
the last three decades. The results of the study show that as we move from the 1970s
to the 1990s, female writers have used feminine words and expressions less
frequently in their short stories. Contrary to the linguistic course of the stories, from
the perspective of creating a space, the writers of the stories of the 90s have used
home spaces more than other decades (80s and 70s, respectively). In addition,
among the home spaces, the most emphasis has been given to sad spaces. In terms
of the content element of dreaming, the stories of the 70s differ from other decades,
and in the 90s and 80s, this element had little representation in women's stories, a
point that may be due to the escape from romantic concepts and a tendency towards
realism in the short stories of these two decades.

Keywords: short story, dreaming, atmosphere, female writers, words and
expressions.
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