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Abstract

One of the most important components in editing ancient texts is paying attention to the different
forms and readings of words and phrases and studying the semantics of each of these possible
forms. In the meanwhile, recognizing the correct recording of Arabic words entered in Persian
language requires more care and investigation because these words often get more distorted due to
the strangeness of their uses. In addition, some of these words have two or more different meanings
in the original language and have this feature in the second language as well. However, the editor's
neglect of these multiple meanings and readings can impair the recording and description of words
and phrases. The less commonly used word "Ofat/Afat" is an example of the same words used in a
verse of Sana’ie's Hadigat al-Haqgiga, but it has been incorrectly recorded in all contemporary
scientific and critical editions. In this research, first, besides criticizing the corrections and
explanations of Hadigat al-Haqiqa, the correct recording of the word and verse was examined and
then, a semantic analysis of it was presented by considering the double readings of the word and
how it was used in other texts.

Introduction

The first and most basic step in editing ancient Persian texts is to scrutinize the different forms and
readings of words and expressions used in the texts. This review requires a detailed semantic
knowledge of the lexical system of language. In the meanwhile, recognizing the correct recording
of words entered from Arabic language requires more precision and research. Some of these words
have different readings in the original language and have consequently found various semantic uses
in Persian language. Undoubtedly, the editors’ and researchers’ ignorance of these multiple
readings and meanings cause problems in the recording and description of the words and even
verses or phrases related to them. In this article, the correct reading and recording of one of these
words (Ofat/Afat) in a verse of Sand'ie Ghaznavi's Hadiqat al-Hagiga was investigated.

Materials & Methods

In this research, by using library sources and taking advantage of intratextual and intertextual
evidence and reasons, a verse and a word (Ofat/Afat) from Hadigah al-Hagiga were corrected and a
comprehensive semantic analysis waas presented for them. Also, while examining the use of this
word in other texts, such as Mas’ud-e Sa’d's Divén, the inconsistency of the selected semantic
aspects of the authors’ dictionaries and commentators(of the text with the way the word was used in
the text was criticized.
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Discussion of Results & Conclusions

In this research, based on the recording of some authentic and old manuscripts and using textual
reasons and evidence, as well as lexical research, we showed that the rarely used word of
"Ofat/Afat" was used in a verse of Hadiqat al-Hagiga. However, in Modarres Razavi's edition, the
correct form of the word was marginalized and in Yahaghi and Zarqani’s editions, the correct
recording of old manuscripts was misread and distorted. Most of the commentators of Hadiga had
also chosen and explained the wrong form following the recording of Modarres Razavi and none of
them had understood its correct form and various readings and consequently the exact meaning of
the verse. Despite keeping the correct form of the word, Abdul Latif Abbasi had presented a wrong
and disproportionate meaning of it. In addition to the above points, another use of this word with a
different meaning was mentioned in Mas’ud-e Sa’d's Divan in this research. In the latter case, the
interpreters of the text and the authors of the dictionaries had a wrong understanding of the
meaning of the mentioned word. The results of this research once again revealed the scientific fact
that neglecting the multiple readings and meanings of words can cause errors by editors and
commentators, while providing the correct recording and detailed semantic analysis of one of the
entered words.
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