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A Contemplation on the Frequent Question of
“What Did the God Almighty Do to You?” in Mystical Prose
(Characters, Reasons, and Details of Mercy and Torment)

Amir Heossein Madani*

Abstract

The dream is one of the most frequent motifs in mystical proses, which was considered a kind
of honor. It is used as a medium to gain knowledge and understanding because it brought
information from the unseen world (the afterlife). In these dreams, the question of “What didl
the God Almighty do to you?” is very frequent because of the fear Sufis hadB®f the afterlife
and the consequences of their actions. The inquirer asks the teller to enlighten him about the
events of the purgatory. If God has absolved him of his sins, what was the reason for that?
And if he has been tormented or punished for his sins, what negligence or mistake was he
punished for? To answer the abovementioned questions, eighteen mystical proses were
analyzed. The analysis of the obtained results showed that, in most cases, the teller talks about
the favor and mercy of God and that the affairs of the afterlife are easier than what people
think, so much that for fifty-nine cases of God's mercy, only nine cases of punishment were
seen during the analysis. Contemplation on the proses shows that first, God’s favor and
“causeless mercy” or, to be more precise,aHisa“generosity and beneficence” are not only
toward mystics and righteous people but also toward normal people, sinners, and murderers;
hence God’s true nature isaof justice and mercy. And second, that heaven and its blessings are
the least of rewards given to the blessed by God; while the more exclusive rewards are seeing
God and His companionship, God’s consent and satisfaction in His servants, the prophet
greeting the mystic, and being the companions of prophets and righteous people.

Keywords: Dream, the Inquirer and the Teller, God’s Behavior, Mercy and Forgiveness,
Torment and Rebuke.

1. Introduction

The afterlife and the good or bad ending for people in that world is one of the most critical
concerns of a believer in the hereafter and reckoning. This concern, or in other words, the
‘pleasant panic’ has a double function and importance among the Sufis; because to them,
knowing that the end of all that worship, obedience, and austerity is a reward or punishment is
considered vital. Will the mystic face the God who deals with him with his ‘justice’ and does
not ignore the slightest neglect and carelessness and takes into account every bit of a person's
good and bad deeds? Or will he find a deity who forgives mistakes and sins on a large scale
with his grace and mercy and it creates the idea in the mind of the mystic that the work was
much easier than he thought? This concern and worry, or in other words, the excitement and
passion that arises from fascination, hope, or fear, is the reason that in most of the Sufi texts,
we face the common question: "What did God do to you?" and in fact, a person who has
recently passed away talks about his destiny in a dream and informs his friends and disciples
about the facts and events of the world after death and purgatory. If God forgave him, what
would be the reason or reasons for forgiveness, and if perhaps he was punished by God, what
would be the reasons and details of the punishment and the blame? Talking about God's
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forgiveness, mercy, and ease led to a more hopeful and encouraging life and increased their
enthusiasm for death and release from the prison of the body. On the other hand, God's
strictness and narrow-mindedness resulted in more fear and worries for the mystic and
strengthened the idea of a "whip in hand™" God.

The present research was performed to answer the following three key questions:

1. What were the reasons for asking the frequent question: *What did God do to you?" in
mystical texts?

2.  What were the reasonstfor God’s forgiveness or perhaps God’s punishment based on
the narrator of the dream?

3. Which details and side information of mercy and punishment have the narrators
mentioned?

2. Review of the Literature

Although several articles and works have been written so far about the importance of dreams
in Sufi texts and moral-mystical teachings contained in these dreams, as well as the effect of
such dreams on disciples and students, none of them have specifically investigated the subject
and questions of the present research. Rezaei and EskandariSn the article ‘Dreams of Mystics
in Risala Qushayriyya: An Analysis’ (2014), while paying attention to the lexical and
idiomatic meanings of the dream and the views of Sufis and contemporary thinkers about it,
have only analyzed and categorized the dreams narrated in the Risala Qushayriyya. Also, in
the article ‘The Origin of the Dreams of Saints of Godzin Tazkirat-al-Auliya’ (2019), Najafi
and Alirezaee first analyzed the dreams narrated in Tazkirat al-4uliya and the themes raised
in them quantitatively. Then, they considered the relationship of the dreams with those
people's facts of life. They concluded that the mystics intended to express their dreams
because they were considered part of the Prophecy and messages from the Divine world. The
difference between the present study and the two mentioned studies is that each one has only
examined and analyzed the dreams of one of the mystical prose books, while this study has
analyzed eighteen mystical prose works and separated them thematically. Second, contrary to
the present study, the approach of the two mentioned articles was to examine all dreams with
any subject and concept, not just the accuracy of the statement and question. Obviously, in the
two articles mentioned before, there are a few discussions about the dream with the topic
"What did God do to you?". However, specific categories and analyses of this study do not
exist in the two articles.

3. Methodology

This descriptive-analytical study aims to point out the reasons and details of God's
forgiveness or punishment from the point of view of the character in question. This can be
done by following up the main mystical prose texts, from Khargushi's Tahdhib al-asrar to
Jami's Nafahat al-Uns (Lives of the Saints) (Eighteen Texts), to examine, separate, and
analyze the answers given by personalities, mystics, elders, and other deceased people to the
common question: "What did God Almighty do to you?". The data collection method is a
library, and the tool is taking notes.

4. Results

A good or a bad ending and how God treats a servant after death is always one of the concerns
of people who believe in the resurrection and the afterlife, especially mystics and pious
people. Will“God deal with a person with His ‘justice’ and count every bit of good and bad
deeds, or will He grant His special mercy to the servant with his ‘grace’, and ignore neglect
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and carelessness? This concern and somewhat worries and fear in the common question:
"What did God Almighty do to you?" has been mentioned in mystical texts and the narrator or
a person who has just passed away spoke about God’s behavior after death, and in most cases,
he mentioned about God’s forgiveness and mercy. In the mentioned stories, God’s grace and
honor do not only include the well-known mystics; rather, lesser-known elders, pious and
ascetic, Sunni leaders, reciters and memorizers of the Qur'an, princes, and even sinners and
murderers have also benefited from the source of God’s grace so that God’s mercy in these
stories is more than five times theldamount of his punishment. Of course, in mosticases, God’s
forgiveness has had a reason or reasons. In this study, we have mentioned thirty-nine reasons
for forgiveness, and sometimes, awareness of these reasons caused a change and evolution in
the personality and life of the questioner and the audience. The results of the study show that
despite the fear and sadness and constant crying of some mystics and warnings about God's
strictness and inflexibility, they have encountered a merciful and forgiving God. In some
cases, God’s mercy did not have a special reason, and[He forgave a person forino reason.
Also, actions and behaviors that did not come to the eyes of the mystic, or He considered
insignificant and small, resulted inuhis forgiveness. The fact that the mystic facing God’s
punishment is more likely to face a kind of reproach, rather than the punishment in the usual
sense, is another signaof God’s mercy and that "If there is wrath, it is not from the essence ofr

God".
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