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Abstract

Hadith has always been one of the most important sources of the Holy Qur'an. Sulami has
brought a commentary on parts of the Qur'an, attributed to Imam Ja'far Sadiq (A.S.) in his book
entitled Haghayegh al-Tafsir. This study was based on a descriptive-analytical approach and
comparative method between the two interpretations of Lata'if al-Isharat by Qushayri and Kashf
al-Asrar by Meybodi, as well as their amounts of the uses of narrations of Imam Sadiq (A.S.)
and their approaches to this end. This study showed that all the narrations of Imam Sadiq (A.S.)
in Lata'if al-Isharat were derived from Haghayegh al-Tafsir, while Kashfal-Asrar was only a
reference for part of them. The range of quotations in Lata'if al-Isharat was much narrower than
that of Kashf al-Asrar. Although being greedy to preserve the Quranic quotations of Islam and
trying to keep the Sunni people satisfied, Meybodi showed his devotion to the promise of Shiite
Imams. Imam Sadiq (A.S.) was considered as one of the elders of Sufism. Based on a narration
from Imam Sadiq (A.S.), both commentators believed in the existence of spiritual levels in the
Qur'an and accepted the outward along with the inward interpretation. They both believed in
the union of divine law, spiritual path, and spiritual truth. The basis of allusive interpretation in
both interpretations was the mystical experience that had formed the ontological,
epistemological, and linguistic foundations.

Introduction

Although Hadith is one of the most important sources of interpretation of the Holy Quran, the
commentators’ approaches and their importance as a source of understanding the interpretations
have been different. One of the most effective topics in Shiite culture is recognition of the status
of the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.) in the interpretations of the Qur'an, which is another religious
difference between the Shiites and Sunnis. This is only possible by explaining the
commentators' approaches to their traditions.

According to the narrations from the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) and the Imams (A.S.), they are the
only ones who know the interpretation of the Qur'anic verses and its truths.

There is no commentary of Quran personally written by Imam Sadiq (A.S.); however, there
is a collection of narrations attributed to Imam Sadiq (A.S.), which Paul Nwyia (1925-1980)
published under the title of "Tafsir Ja’far al-Sadiq" after introducing the interpretation by Louis
Massignon (1883-1962). Yet, there have been mistakes in introducing this interpretation.

The basis of mystical interpretation is outside the scope of the science of interpretation and
it is considered a kind of knowledge of the second degree. This is based on ontological,
epistemological, and linguistic foundations.

In the book of "Qur'anic Interpretation and Mystical Language”, Nwyia has dedicated a
chapter to Imam Ja’far Sadiq (A.S.) and discussed his role in the creation, expansion, and
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development of mystical interpretation. The most basic subject, which has occupied Nwyia's
mind throughout this book, is mystical experiences. Interpretation of the sacred text is based on
these experiences, which have been expressed in the form of language. He has found Imam
Sadig (A.S.) to be the first exegete, who has reread and interpreted the Qur'an with his own
inner experience, an experience, with which words and metaphors have been combined.
According to Nwyia, many Sufis have been influenced by this spiritual experience and shaped
the structures of their experiences and the mystical language of their interpretations. According
to Nwyia, Imam Sadiq (A.S.) is the true master of Sufism in analyzing the structures of mystical
experience, and it should be shown that Sufis are indebted to him in the content of their
teachings, as well as the words they use for them. The theoretical basis of this research was
derived from this idea of Paul Nwyia.

Material & Methods

Due to the importance of Imam Sadiq's narrations in mystical interpretations and his role in the
emergence of mystical language, in this research, we aimed to use a descriptive-analytical
method by comparing the extents of using Imam Sadiq’s narrations to present the two mystical
interpretations of Lata'if al-Isharat by Qushayri and Kashf al-Asrar and Oddat al-Abrar by
Meybodi. In the application of Imam Sadiqg's narrations, we examined their approaches towards
these narrations and the influence of mystical experience on their interpretations.

Results & Discussion

With a general look at these two interpretations, it could be seen that there was no fundamental
difference between Meybodi and Qushayri’s interpretations. These two commentators used
common aspects in their methods and topics and this was not surprising because they often
quoted the subtleties of things or used their ideas; however, there were clear differences in the
styles and presentations of these two interpretations.

Qushayri did not fully trust reason in his method. For him, reason was necessary in the initial
stages of correcting faith, but to understand the high and subtle teachings and hints of revelation,
he needed something higher than that and it depended on the steps of conduct. In writing Kashf
al-Asrar, Meybodi took an unconventional method by combining internal and external
interpretations. In his opinion, external interpretation without internal interpretation had no
guidance for the reader. This issue showed the basic connection between Sharia and truth in
Meybodi’s opinion.

In their esoteric interpretations, both Qushayri and Meybodi built on the mystical experience
that was first established by Imam Sadig (A.S.) in the interpretation of the Qur'an and created
a new reading, and understanding of the Qur'an with its mystical language. The ontological
discussion is formed from the connection between the external and internal interpretations and
the union of Sharia, Tarigat (mystic path), and truth. Man will be able to reach the truth by
following Sharia and through the stages of conduct and Tarigat. During these stages, human
knowledge increases and reaches deeper levels and layers of the divine word and finally reaches
the complete truth. This form is the epistemological basis of mystical interpretation. To express
mystical experiences metaphors and code language are needed due to the inability of language;
thus, a language is obtained that is the product of mystical experience and the holy text of the
Quran.

Both commentators benefited from the interpretation of Ja’far al-Sadiq and they sought
multiple meanings in the Qur'an by reading it internally. A hadith of Imam Sadiq (A.S.), who
considered the Qur'an to have the 4 levels of announced expression (Ibarat), allusion (Isharat),
subtle things (Lata'if), and truth (Haghighat) was one of the effective factors in this view.
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Qushayri hs used hadiths attributed to Imam Sadiq (A.S.) 46 times in his commentary. All
these hadiths were taken from the commentary of Ja’far al-Sadiq in the book of "Haghayegh
al-Tafsir" by Sulami and this book is the only source for it. All hadiths used by Qushayri had a
mystical aspect and interpretation. Meybodi used Imam Sadiq’ narrations in 48 places in his
Kashf al-Asrar, 31 and 17 cases of which were in the second and third instances, respectively.
19 hadiths were related to Ja’far al-Sadiq’s interpretation and the rest were quoted from other
sources. In addition to his mystical interpretation and esoteric interpretation (Ta'avil), Meybodi
used other types of Imam Sadiq’s narrations, such as jurisprudential hadiths, description of
descent, explanation of examples, and explanation of Quranic stories although there were few
of them.

Meybodi was more faithful to the texts of the hadiths and used the sayings of this Imam both
as an Imam and a religious leader and as one of the elders of the Tarigat. Solami's book was not
the only source of his narrations and he’brought Imam Sadiq’s narrations from other sources as
well. Mentioning the word "Imam" and "A.S." next to his name showed his position and
greatness in the eyes of Meybodi. This is while Qushayri used the narrations attributed to the
Imam only in the form of the words of the people of Sufism and insisted on keeping the people
of Sufism and Sunnis satisfied in Lata'if.

Meybodi's interpretation was more liberal than Qushayri's. Meybodi interpreted the words
or phrases without paying attention to its Qur'anic relation, but Qushayri stuck to the text and
accepted the apparent meanings of the verses although he offered an indicative interpretation.
He insisted on preserving the text of the Qur'an and viewed it as sanctification. Qushayri's
interpretation followed the traditional style; it was brief and its scope of narration was very
limited instead of uncovering mysteries, while objects had an important place in Kashf al-Asrar
and the mystical and hadith-based teachings were completely related to each other in this
interpretation.

Keywords: Imam Sadiq (AS), Narrative, Kashf al-Asrar, Lata'if al-Isharat, mystical
interpretation
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