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1. Introduction

The main objective of editing texts which are kept in public or private
libraries in the form of manuscripts is enabling the readers to have
access to the closest possible form of such texts as written by the
original author. Bearing in mind that the majority of manuscripts do
not have the hand-writings of their authors and have been copied by
correspondents or copy editors, they may inevitably have typos or
errors for any reasons. Editors should, therefore, make attempts at
discovering manipulations which have been made over time in
different versions of a work and at correcting so that they may be as
close as possible to the original text written by the original authors.

The importance, subtlety and sensitivity of such a task requires the
editors to adopt, in any particular case, an appropriate method of text
edition, taking into account all scientific criteria. One method which is
taken by authorities of edition as one of the most difficult methods of
text edition/correction is called as ‘Comparative Editing’. This method
is usually adopted in cases where there remains only one single
version of a work or where all existing versions are erroneous.

One of the most invaluable texts in the area of letters or epistolary
compositions, which has already been edited on the basis of its only
available version (belonging to the National Library of Egypt), is the
book Atabat-ol-Kataba, authored by Ali ibn-e Ahmad Montajiboddin
Badi’-e Joveini in the 13" century A.D. This book includes
governmental correspondence of the Seljuks, especially those of the
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court of Sultan Sanjar and the friendly letters of the author, himself.
The present study is aimed at discussing about some errors and typos
occurring in the course of copying or re-scribing the work.

2. Methodology

The present study, as a descriptive-analytical work of research based
on library resources, deals with proposing appropriate original records
for 15 particular words in Atabat-ol-Kataba through a comparative
edition method. The researcher has first extracted those words which
seem to have been recorded erroneously in the course of previous
editions or prints. Then, on the strength of certain linguistic, semantic
and thematic evidence from the text of Atabat-ol-Kataba or other
epistolary compositions, their correct forms have been proposed. The
order by which the words in question have been mentioned is based on
the numberings offered in the book Atabat-ol-Kataba co-edited by
Abbas Eghbal and Allamah Mohammad Ghazvini.

3. Discussion

The book Atabat-ol-Kataba is among the most important samples of
epistolary compositions which have frequently been imitated by court
correspondents in the old time and which have been attended and
used by researchers in recent decades. The book has, so far, been
edited and published for two times. The first edition was made by
Abbas Eghbal Ashtiani with an introduction by Mohammad Ghazvini
in 1950 while the second edition was made by Maryam Sadeghi in
2017 with come commentaries and indices. Despite the fact that these
editors have made their best in offering acceptable editions of Atabat-
ol-Kataba, it seems that there are still some erroneous records
overlooked by them which are expected to be corrected in a way or
another. The present paper deals with some words among those
erroneous records and attempts to present their correct forms in a
comparative way.

4. Conclusion

The present study addresses 15 words which have been recognized as
erroneous in the text of Atabat-ol-Kataba and proposes their correct
forms based upon certain evidences and reasons. The results indicate
that in 10 cases among these 15 erroneous records, the errors are of a
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tahrif (wrong replacement of letters) type while 3 other cases are
result of tas’hif (wrong replacement of tittles on letters) and the 2
other cases are rooted in misreading or illegible hand-writings of the
words. In general, all cases could be attributed to the manipulations
by the correspondents and misreading of copy-editors of Atabat-ol-
Kataba. Bearing in mind the significance of the book, which is
frequently used by researchers, the corrections proposed in this study
could be of some help in resolving the shortcomings with the book
and could be helpful for taking better benefits by researchers,
commentators and copy-editors in future.

Keywords: Atabat-ol-Kataba, Comparative editing, Erroneous
records.
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