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1. Introduction

Fasih Khafi (1466-1398 A.D) has written the book “Mojmal Fasihi” in
the 9" century AH. Some of the anecdotes of Nizami Aroozi's Chahar
Maghaleh have been narrated in Mojmal Fasihi. Whether or not Fasih
Khafi has used Chahar Maghleh in mentioning these stories, requires
detailed research and more familiarity with Mojmal Fasihi.
Transtextuality is a theory that deals with the relationship between
texts. Knowing a book, like any phenomenon, requires familiarity
with its sources and origins, and recognizing what sources a person
used in writing his/her book helps the reader to examine that work in
terms of content and form. Investigating texts of the past is inevitable
in order to get familiar with classical Persian literature, and, since a
correct understanding of any work requires knowledge of its sources,
for a comprehensive understanding of a text, its relationship with the
texts before and after it should be examined. For this reason, it seems
necessary to examine Mojmal Fasihi in order to prove that Chahar
Maghaleh - which is not included in the list of sources in Mojmal
Fasihi - was one of the sources used by Fasih Khafi in narrating some
of the stories.

2. Methodology
This research has been done based on the library method in such a
way that after a detailed study of Mojmal Fasihi and Chaharh
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Maghaleh, the necessary data were collected and a comparative
analysis was conducted; the commonalities, similarities and common
features between the narratives were compared. To prove the
hypothesis claimed in this study, the theory of transtextuality has been
used. Two types of transtextuality, i.e. intertextuality and
paratextuality, have been used in research data analysis.

3. Discussion

Like many other books, Mojmal Fashihi is related to the works before
and after it. By his own admission, Khafi has used many sources in
writing this book; however, since he has not explicitly introduced the
sources, it is impossible to talk about them with certainty. Several
books are seen in the list of sources of Mojmal Fasihi, but no one has
mentioned Chahar Maghaleh as a source for Mojmal Fasihi. This
study aims to prove that in the writing of Mojmal Fasihi, Chahar
Maghaleh has been directly used. Khafi has narrated three stories
from Chahar Maghaleh in his book, but in order to avoid accusations,
he has refrained from stating the source in most cases. There are two
types of transtextuality between the two books Mojmal Fasihi and
Chahar Maqgghleh. The use of Mojmal Fasihi of the first article of
Chahar Maghaleh follows the rule of intertextuality and its
relationship with the third article of that book follows paratextuality.
By referring to the paratextuality in the story of Khayyam's prophecy
in the seventh story of the third article, as well as the intertextuality in
Khafi's narration of the story of Scafi and Makan with the first and
second anecdotes of the first article of Chahar Maghaleh, it is proved
that, in the story of Skafi and Makan - the source of which is not
mentioned - the author of Mojmal Fasihi has directly used Chahar
Maghaleh. In order to prove this claim, in comparing the narratives of
these two sources, historical mistakes, similar phrases in the
narratives, common details between them and the type of
arrangement of the narratives have been relied upon. In addition to
the mentioned reasons, it should be noted that the first and second
anecdotes come together in the first article of Chahar Maghaleh.
When mentioning the events of the year 386 AH, Fasih Khafi also
mentions the death of Skafi; immediately after the story of Skafi,
writing a letter to Noah bin Mansour and using the Quranic verse in
that letter, he tells the story of Makan's murder (ref: Khafi, 2007:
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553). Here, following Nizami, Makan, who was killed by Tash, is
considered to be the secretary of Noah bin Mansour, while before
that, under the events of the year 329 AH, he refers to the killing of
Makan by the unfortunate Amir Ali, and considers him the secretary
of Amir Nasr bin Ahmad - which seems to be more correct (ref:
Khafi, 2007: 51). Therefore, in describing the events of 329, Fasih
Khafi mentioned the killing of Makan once, but when he talks about
the death of Skafi in 386, he immediately mentions the killing of
Makan again with the same historical mistakes and details in Chahar
Maghaleh. This study confirms the fact that, because of his great trust
in the prosodic system, Fasih Khafi, in mentioning the events of the
year 386 - which refer to the death of Skafi and Makan - has used
Chahar Maghaleh, and narrates his stories with the same order, details
and historical mistakes.

4. Conclusion

Mojmal Fasihi is a historical book in which the author narrates, in a
chronological order, the events of each year from the time of Adam's
descent to the time of the author life (1398 A.D). In order to avoid
prolonging the speech, Fasih Khafi has mostly refrained from
mentioning his source. However, by comparing the text of Mojmal
Fasihi and Chahar Maghaleh, it is found that Fasih Khafi mentioned
the events of 386 while referring to the death of Skafi and the murder
of Makan; two short narrations about these two people have been
stated without mentioning the source. By referring to intertextuality
and paratextuality, it is proved that the source of these two narratives
in Mojmal Fasihi is Nezami Aroozi’s Chahar Maghaleh, and that
Fasih Khafi has used this book consciously and without
intermediaries. The reasons for proving this claim are:

1. In his book Mojmal Fasihi, in the story of Khayyam's prophecy
about the falling of flower leaves on his grave, Fasih Khafi
establishes a paratextual relationship with Chahar Maghaleh and
mentions the name of "Nizami Aroozi Samarkandi” as the source of
his narration. This paratextual relationship proves that Fasih Khafi
must have seen, studied, and directly used Chahar Maghaleh.

2. In the story of the death of Skafi and the murder of Makan, Fasih
Khafi has committed the same historical mistakes in mentioning the
events of the year 386, which can also be seen in Chahar Maghaleh.
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Paying attention to these historical mistakes and the use of some
similar phrases and terms, and mentioning some common details -
which cannot be coincidental to this extent - along with Khafi's use of
the paratext of the name of the author of Chahar Maghaleh prove that
Khafi is referring to Chahar Maghleh in mentioning these two
narrations.

3. In Chahar Maghaleh, after the Skafi incident, the murder of Makan
by Tash is mentioned. In Mojmal Fasihi, while mentioning the events
of the year 386, immediately after mentioning the death of Skafi, the
murder of Makan by Tash is brought, while before that, in the
narration of the events of 329, the story of Makan's murder was
mentioned and attributed to another person.

Based on these reasons, in telling the two narratives of the death of
Skafi and the killing of Makan bin Kaki (which is narrated in the
events of the year 386), Fasih Khafi's source is probably Chahar
Maghaleh by Nezami Aroozi Samarkandi.

Keywords: Mojmal Fasihi, Chahar Maghaleh, Transtextuality,
Common.
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