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Abstract

Benyamin Netanyahu has been the main figure in the Israeli political scene for the past
decade. Since he has played a major role in shaping the Israeli foreign policy in the
international arena, this study seeks to examine his leadership style and personality
traits as an influential and at the same time a neglected factor in the foreign policy
behavior of the state of Israel. Hence, the main hypothesis is the fact that Israel’s
foreign policy behavior has been more influenced by Netanyahu’s cognitive system and
leadership style. The conceptual/methodological framework used in this paper is
Leadership Traits Analysis (LTA) proposed by Margaret G. Hermann with a focus on
the Conceptual Complexity variable in this regard. The results of this study, which
itself are the quantitative content analysis of Netanyahu’s verbal material from 2009 to
2019; suggest that BIBI’s low conceptual complexity and his black and white thinking
to foreign policy with high belief in ability to control events, a high desire for power,
and a strong distrust to others have shaped Netanyahu’s aggressive and hawkish
approach to Israeli foreign policy, which can be seen in exaggerating the Iranian threat
and opposing to the idea of a Palestinian independent state.
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1. Leadership Traits Analysis (LTA)
2. Conceptual Complexity
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1. Iron Wall



VEON Gal | FY opled VY 05 [l 3 bly o in gy als dolibad | VVE

JB 5 sl sl Sl o) w28 4 b5 o5 4 (S pl) o S

Alsosl ks wlul Jol 53 G slar 53 Sl Cpl oSl 0l (plands alta
ilr & Sl b Sl e 5 (Gl ST 55 @leeS gd b)) e e
I bl oks s b sdands JU5 )3 58l 5 51 sl O poks Sl y Sl (51
slizel b bauls JU5 s T s o Ss oS Gass 4 Ol 8Ll (Jl>
AL G5 53 0bsse Sl e o & aadl I OAEST s 4 ol 5 il
s o sl mho 315 3l 5l Gy 63 K5 G 3l S Jrlate lils oo
b ales gl sl 1y G315 cpl b Cillies (ol 23w osl3T Olojlu 5 sl ul
S gl als 15 Oladauls 5 5l ade bl 31 0L Cnly &K o 5 mly Blowa!
53 AL 0T LIS (655 w5 (b 31 s g &S5 Lo g5 mly 555 4 e
S S e (5l A s salils (g4l 5 S0, s Sl 53 1448 Sl
03,5 odalin Olikends b lo A0l 3 s 55 015 (o0 1) O 4 8 alts J> 45
oS s (Jy el 0355 s 4 (s da 1 S0l 6 (5 rt ol 42 S
St Joil ol a6l Sl Sl L (5 6ty o 3,5 o 3|
sl 8 el o SVL o 1) pallS el Gl il 5 45T (Sl L

Al L Jlo os 5L 51 i 6l g STl s

S S o
dlas ol 55 esliiwl 3550 sbresls oS Glgee Judow I fool> & s J
S AL oS esie (Sbomn 5 B o800, 8 D85 s U5 o
S 3 kD 3l sotr S 45 558 0 O geimn (S5 (slbiw St ol sl )
AV 53 sy sslm SYsb b Olhss Jsb 5o 1y sl 5y Cass (STl
at.@\m;Ji.z1,J;\,wlf,u@p,w),ﬁj,at&lﬂtg,gcb
S ze plo b oS o8 e Shomy ml mhe 5 die 5 obw 55,
(D a i Sl sl JEST s s ol 4 sl sk b (ST
3 85 3 (dlin o) aih g il ol 38505 5 0103 4 o (s3lazel
2 wkioil 518 5 erly Sl S G lams 3,8 13 ) -



WO | 015K0a 5 6 ol | st 1l (2 ) Sl 1 ol 0K (S50 plls 55

I 5315 OT laa g Ol 5 (o0 g5 4 &7 (55l (bls dal o (sl Sl
el Jite 5287 S5 ol b Cllln 5 01l g oliS 5 s s 5
Ol bl 6, Lalas o 51 Jol glaesls s o b 518 ealin
Gy gitons b (L1555 S5y blowd 4 505 (55 olad g 4 4 55 b das s
Sl sy Catle 58 saT a4 led 5 Dledbl )5 4 Cad 03 5140 ¢ ams
Jolse ol s 8 o 3 plpl )ls 18 i gy S b6t
o s 51 AL (6 55 Cemdnd Oly3 Jsb 55 Sl el Slacaln 4 odias S
ol s 6J-<i-’ub‘:"-’}?} s 3345 dg S Ol oo (ool )l dlas ol
=30l o Sl 53 OIS e 1) Folite S8, (Sl ol D508

C_M:l‘b )UGJ.'\
e’l:.a o2 Sl
o Bl 5ol
ORCID
Javad Arabameri https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8254-0198
Mohsen Eslami https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4733-3497
Seyed Masoud https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3882-5203
Mousavi Shafaee
Mohammad Hosein Jamshidi
G\M

oS el L1005 (p s> Dlar) ¢ T ol 2yl ol c(VFAY) € pamn ¢ ol -
5 ale DLl S 0 10l g e sl slidanal (VYA il (gLl

Al s S 5l sla e,
References

- Bar Josef, Uri, (2001), Israel’s National Security toward 21% Century,
London: Routledge.


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8254-0198
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8254-0198
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4733-3497
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Forcid.org%2F0000-0003-4733-3497&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG8e_9ZKIB-e5pnwcwdiFkO97noDw
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3882-5203
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3882-5203

VEON Gl | FY oyl VY 005 [l 5 aly sla i g5y cale aslilad | YV

Bard, Mitchell, G, (2007), Will Israel Survive?, London: Palgrave
Macmillan.

Beauchamp, Zack, (2016), The Ideas that Define Benjamin Netanyahu,
VOX. Retrieved May 5, 2021 from https:// www. vox. com/ 2015/ 3/ 16/
8220035/what-does-netanyahu-think.

Ben-Zaken, A, (2018), The Father, The Son (Bibi) and the Spirit of
Catastrophe, Haaretz. https://www.haaretz.com/.premium-the-father-
the-son-and-the-spirit-of-catastrophe-1.5364937.

Bregman, A, (2016), Israel’s Wars: A History Since 1947 (4th Ed.),
London: Routledge.

Carlstrom, G, (2017), How Long Will Israel Survive? The Threat from
Within (1st Ed.). Oxford University Press.

Caspit, B, (2015), “Netanyahu Backslides on Religious Reforms”, Al-
Monitor: The Pulse of the Middle EastRetrieved April 8, 2021 from,
https:// www. Almonitor, com/ originals/2015/07/ israel-netanyahu-
religious-reforms-chief-rabbinate-orthodox.html.

Caspit, B., Cummings, O, (2017), The Netanyahu Years, New York:
Thomas Dunne Books.

Cohen, E. A., Eisenstadt, M., & Bacevich, A. J, (1998), Knives, Tanks,
and Missiles: Israel’s Security Revolution, \WWashington Institute for
Near East Policy.

Dille, B., & Young, M. D, (2000), “The Conceptual Complexity of
Presidents Carter and Clinton: An Automated Content Analysis of
Temporal Stability and Source Bias”, Political Psychology, 21(3), 587—
596, https://doi.org/10.1111/0162-895x.00206.

DYSON, S. B, (2006), “Personality and Foreign Policy: Tony Blair’s
Iraq Decisions”, Foreign Policy Analysis, 2(3), 289-306,
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1743-8594.2006.00031.x.


https://www.vox.com/authors/zack-beauchamp
https://www.haaretz.com/.premium-the-father-the-son-and-the-spirit-of-catastrophe-1.5364937
https://www.haaretz.com/.premium-the-father-the-son-and-the-spirit-of-catastrophe-1.5364937
https://doi.org/10.1111/0162-895x.00206
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1743-8594.2006.00031.x

WY | 0151508 5 6 oo, | st 1l (2 ) a1 ol ORS00 plls 555

Dyson, S. B, (2009), “Cognitive Style and Foreign Policy: Margaret
Thatcher’s Black-and-White Thinking”, International Political Science
Review, 30(1), 33-48. https://doi.org/10.1177/0192512108097055.

Dyson, S. B. & Raleigh, A. L, (2014), “Public and Private Beliefs of
Political Leaders: Saddam Hussein in front of a Crowd and Behind
Closed Doors”, Research & Politics, 1(1), 205316801453780,
https://doi.org/10.1177/2053168014537808.

Freilich, C. D, (2014), Zion’s Dilemmas: How Israel Makes National
Security Policy, Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.

Hermann, M. G, (1980), “Explaining Foreign Policy Behavior Using the
Personal Characteristics of Political Leaders”, International Studies
Quarterly, 24(1), 7-46. https://doi.org/10.2307/2600126.

Hermann, M. G, (2002), Assessing Leadership Style: A Trait Analysis.
Social Science Automation, Retrieved from https:// socialscience. net/
docs/LTA. pdf.

Hermann, Margaret, G, (2003), Assessing Leadership Style: Trait
Analysis, In J. Post (Ed.), the Psychological Assessment of Political
Leaders, AnnArbor: University of Michigan Press.

Hudson, V. M, (2013), Foreign Policy Analysis: Classic and
Contemporary Theory (2" Ed.), Lanham, Maryland: Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers.

Inbar, E, (2008), Israel’s National Security: Issues and Challenges since
the Yom Kippur War, NewYork, NY: Routledge.

Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, (2015, September 7), PM
Netanyahu’s Remarks on the Gas Outline, Retrieved from
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/PressRoom/2015/Pages/PM-Netanyahu’s-
remarks-on-the-gas-outline-7-September-2015.aspx.

Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, (2016, September 6), PM Netanyahu
Meets with Dutch PM Rutte, Retrieved from https:// mfa. gov. il/ MFA/


https://doi.org/10.1177/0192512108097055
https://doi.org/10.1177/2053168014537808
https://doi.org/10.2307/2600126
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/PressRoom/2015/Pages/PM-Netanyahu's-remarks-on-the-gas-outline-7-September-2015.aspx
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/PressRoom/2015/Pages/PM-Netanyahu's-remarks-on-the-gas-outline-7-September-2015.aspx

VEON Gl | FY oyt VY )95 [l 63 bl y o in g3 ols aslibad | VYA

Press Room/2016/Pages/PM-Netanyahu-meets-with-Dutch-PM-Rutte-6-
September-2016.aspx.

Katzir, N, (2019), The Decision Calculus of Benjamin Netanyahu, In A.
Mintz & D. Adamsky (Eds.), How Do Leaders Make Decisions?
Contributions to Conflict Management, Peace Economics and
Development, 28(A), , Bingley: Emerald Publishing Limited.

Kimhi, S, (2001), Benjamin Netanyahu: A Psychological Profile Using
Behavior Analysis, In O. Feldman, L. O. Valenty (Eds.), Profiling
Political Leaders: Cross-Cultural Studies of Personality and Behavior,
Westpoint, Connecticut: Praeger.

Kimhi, S., Yehoshua, S, (2017), “Behavior Analysis of Benjamin
Netanyahu in 1999 and 2017: What has Changed?”, Ann Psychiatry
Ment Health, 5(5), 1-10.

Leslie, J. G, (2017), “Netanyahu’s Populism: An Overlooked
Explanation for Israeli Foreign Policy”, SAIS Review of International
Affairs, 37(1), 75-82, https://doi.org/10.1353/sais.2017.0006.

Levine, N., Young, M. D, (2014, August 14 - 17), Leadership Trait
Analysis and Threat Assessment with Profiler Plus, Eighth International
Lisp Conference, Association for Computing Machinery, Montreal,
Canada, https:// www. nicklevine. org/ ilc2014/ pplus/talk.pdf .

Maoz, Z, (2006), Defending the Holy Land: A Critical Analysis of
Israel’s Security and Foreign Policy, AnnArbor: University of
Michigan Press.

Melman, Y, (2020, August 25), Why Netanyahu Keeps his Cabinet in
the Dark about Israel’s most Delicate Decisions, Haaretz, Retrieved
from https:// www. haaretz. com/ opinion/.premium-why-netanyahu-
keeps-his-cabinet-in-the-dark-about-israel-s-most-delicate-decisions-
1.9097453.


https://doi.org/10.1353/sais.2017.0006

WA | 015K0a 5 6ol |t 1l (2 ) Sl ool 0K (S50 ol 555

- Moughty, S, (2016, January 6), Eval Arad: A “Messianic” Netanyahu,
PBS. Retrieved from https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/eyal-
arad-a-messianic-netanyahu/.

- Pfeffer, A, (2018), Bibi: The Turbulent Life and Times of Benjamin
Netanyahu (1st Ed.), London: Basic Books.

- Preston, T, (2001), The President and His Inner Circle, NewYork, NY:
Columbia University Press.

- Samsonov, G, (2019, August), “Netanyahu: More a Jabotinsky than a
Begin or a Ben Gurion (No. 1258)”, BESA Center Perspectives Paper,
https://besacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/1258-Netanyahu-
More-of-a-Jabotinsky-Samsonov-English-final.pdf .

- Siniver, A. & Featherstone, C, (2020), “Low-conceptual Complexity
and Trump’s Foreign Policy”, Global Affairs, 6(1), 71-85.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23340460.2020.1734953.

- Sneh, E, (2005), Navigating Perilous Waters: An Israeli Strategy for
Peace and Security (1st Ed.), London: Routledge.

- Suedfeld, P., Guttieri, K. & Tetlock, P. E, (2003), “Assessing
Integrative Complexity at a Distance: Archival Analyses of Thinking
and Decision Making”, In J. Post (Ed.), the Psychological Assessment of
Political Leaders, , AnnArbor: University of Michigan Press.

- Tal, I, (2000), National Security: The lIsraeli Experience (Praeger
Security International), Praeger.

- Times of Israel, (2016, April 4), Netanyahu the “Worst Manager,” Kept
Changing his Mind, Spymaster Said before he Died, Retrieved from
https://  www. timesofisrael. com/ netanyahu-the-worst-manager-
spymaster-said-before-he-died/.

- Yang, Y. E, (2010), “Leaders’ Conceptual Complexity and Foreign
Policy Change: Comparing the Bill Clinton and George W. Bush


https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/eyal-arad-a-messianic-netanyahu/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/eyal-arad-a-messianic-netanyahu/
https://besacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/1258-Netanyahu-More-of-a-Jabotinsky-Samsonov-English-final.pdf
https://besacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/1258-Netanyahu-More-of-a-Jabotinsky-Samsonov-English-final.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/23340460.2020.1734953

VEOY Gl | FY opled VY 05 |l 3 bly o in gy ols dolibad | VA

Foreign Policies toward China”, The Chinese Journal of International
Politics, 3(4), 415-446. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1093/ cjip/poq015.

- Ziv, G, (2011), Cognitive Structure and Foreign Policy Change: Israel’s
Decision to Talk to the PLO, International Relations, 25(4), 426-454.
https:// doi. org/ 10.1177/0047117811404580.

L o ((liiaz (3 grenn o ¢ SLAL (G g 3o ¢ uma (Dl Ol (6 ple o V| 1Y og" 4 Sl
WALl by 16350 allan (Sl (ol Sl el OB (STl s 36 ((VFY)
doi: 10.22054/QPSS.2021.61786.2871 NA —VEY (YN «Cowlow (63 0], (slo 28 g3



