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Abstract

The present research aimed to study the role of women in the Achaemenid, Parthian
and Sassanid dynasties by examining the coins left over from those periods. The study
universe included the written historical references and other related works about the
status of women in the Achaemenid, Parthian and Sassanid dynasties. The sample
subsumed the coins left over from those periods. The research method was descriptive
-analytical. To collect data library procedure by using written documents and authentic
resources was implemented The data was analyzed via content analysis. The findings
showed: while a coin is a tool for economic exchanges, a sign of independence, and
the representation of the nationality of each ethnicity but at the same time it is a valid
document that indicates the social, cultural, political, and ancient history of nations
and provides useful information about the status of women. The images, names and
titles of royal women, images of goddesses and related symbols that engraved on
Parthian and Sassanid coins, indicated the high position of women in those periods.
Although the surviving artworks from the Achaemenid period provide valuable
information about the women of this era, but in the coins of this period, like other
works, the image of a woman is not seen. Achaemenid, Parthian and Sasanian court
women played a role in politics and society as examples of powerful, resourceful and
strong-willed women. In general, women in these periods reached a position equal to
that of men (kings), and their names and images have been preserved on coins.
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Extended abstract

Introduction: Coins are mainly circular metal pieces with a certain shape, thickness,
weight, material, carat and value. Numismatists trace the invention of the first coins to
the land of Lydia and the 6th century BC. They attribute that the Achaemenians minted
the first coins in Iran during the time of Darius I, imitating them. By examining the coins,
it seems that one can understand many facts about political and social realities, ways
of thinking, feeling, art and life records of people and the status of women in societies.
Although many studies have been conducted in the field of coins and their relationship
with the position of women, so far, comprehensive research has not studied the position
and presence of Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sassanid women in connection with their
image and name on their surviving coins. The present research aimed to study the role of
women in the Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sasanian periods based on the surviving coins.

Method: The research design was descriptive-analytical. The research universe included
historical written resources and other related works on the position of women in the
Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sasanian dynasties. The sample of this study subsumed coins
left over from the Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sasanian periods. The data was collected
via library method using the content analysis method. In this way, the written documents
and authentic books and resources, written texts related to the Achaemenid, Parthian, and
Sasanian periods were studied, described, and analyzed. In the second stage, the coins
of the mentioned three periods were excavated and finally, the data of the research were
analyzed and explained.

Results: The findings of the current research showed that, although the coin is a tool for
economic exchange, a sign of independence, and a representative of the nationality of each
nation, at the same time, it is an authentic document that provides helpful information in
social, cultural, political, and ancient history. It shows nations and the status of women.
Images, names, and nicknames of royal women, images of goddesses, and symbols
related to them were engraved on Parthian and Sassanid coins, expressing the high status
of women in these periods. Although the artistic works left from the Achaemenid period
provide valuable information about the women of this era, the coins of this period do not
show the image of a woman like other works. Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sasanian court
women played a role in politics and society as examples of powerful, resourceful, and
strong-willed women. In general, women in these periods reached a position equal to that
of men (kings), and their names and images have been remained on coins.

Conclusions: During the Achaemenid period, a woman had dignity in terms of presence in
the community and family, and the most important thing that caused respect for a woman
was the category of childbirth. The women of the upper classes enjoyed more respect,
power, and prosperity and could participate in national and political affairs. Although the
artistic works left from the Achaemenid period provided valuable information about the
women of this era, the coins of this period do not show the image of a woman like other
works. Perhaps the reason is that the minting of coins in this era was still going through
its growth and maturity period, and it was far from the phase of women's role on coins.
Regarding the value and respect of women in the Parthian and Sassanid periods, it is
necessary to pay attention to the role and presence of goddesses such as Anahita, that



¢y Summer 2022,14(53) | (‘\)

enjoyed specific respect and dignity, which was effective in men's view of women in the
extent that their image engraved on the coins of these periods. The presence of women
in the remaining coins showed the real characters who managed to rely on their power,
including Reno, the mother of Farhad II, who ruled on his behalf until her son reached
legal age. After Reno, Musa is the only woman to rise to power as queen, as well as Queen
Anzaza, whose image is minted on coins. Also, Purandekht and after him, Azarmidekht sat
on the throne independently and officially as queen. Image of Anahita-Artemis engraved
on Parthian and Sasanian coins. The face of Anahita on the back of Bahram II coins is
the same as the face of the Iranian ladies. Symbols associated with the goddess Anabhita,
other than the image of the king, which is a male symbol, authority and material power,
elements such as the star, moon, eagle and ram, which engrave on Parthian, Elimian,
and Sasanian coins, are symbols of fertility, It has been life and fertility. Women such
as Queen Musa also have been introduced as goddesses. Therefore, the existence and
spiritual presence of women in the life and society of ancient Iranian people has been
quite noticeable. It is obvious that whatever is important and valuable for man, he tries
to record it by any means possible. In the periods under study, on the one hand, women
had a high position and dignity due to having natural existential possibilities such as
fertility and the manifestation of divine beauty and were elevated to the highest status of
goddesses, and on the other hand, due to the high status of goddesses in society, they were
respected. have been looked at and on the other hand, although the position of women
has had ups and downs in crossing the passageways of history, the women of the court
family are examples of powerful, resourceful and strong-willed women who succeeded
in the field of politics and to played a role in society, they reached a base equal to the base
of men (kings), and their name and appearance were preserved on coins. The truth is that
the essence of a woman's existence, her talents, and her capabilities have played a role in
determining her base and status.
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Figure 1. Silver coin of Farhad V with the image of Queen Moza on the back of the
coin (Shariatzadeh, 2016)
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Figure 3. The front of the Figure 2. The back

Purandokht coin of the Purandokht coin

Purandokht coin, Dimensions 2x3, Weight 3 grams, British Museum, Silver
material, 630 AD (Mohammadpanah, 2020)
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Figure 4. Coin of Bahram II with Shapurdokhtak motif(Avarzamani, 2014)
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Figure 5. The image of Anahita on the back of the coin of Bahram II (Shariatzadeh, 2016)

S5 dm 9 v
el e &8 (Fhg (n pte g 009 e cmlo 00l g glasal jo jpaa il laidle (s y0 05
2Ol o0 5 0092 510,55 5 6 e o) 5 Dy epl i IV SlaL (5 05 Al adse o0 005 4
U5 230y (=5l leMbl iisli 0590 jloaile L iy (5 o Zlell azr S1.059-0 515 (sbins 5 (55525 5l



‘ ‘\: CTR 9 9 0) (oohe 4l [F1-00 (OYVE N F Y 5l oY

Ol e ade i 09 ced 00 () gl HUT plw asleoyes ol sloasu jo 9 MBS s0 Cwd Ay jas oy
695 2% 05 O (0 ad> 50 L 5035 o0 (6 ym | 995 Eob g 0 09 5ota pae (il 0 A 5 4 0L
ol jmam g A 4wl Slale 5 G Sl0)93 )0 o) pl il s ()] o gmas )0 Sl A bls alold aSw
Ob) & Comd loje olFans jo wl il aS s ;S az g wllos g Jlo 95 1 (mols i 5 ol )i SlaS Liall oo
Sbsleasas )3 (U et iy oo (i lgol (ml slaaSw (55, )3 QU gl 4 (e L el ooy s
aS pgo ol 3 ol gy ol iy 4SS a8 4SS )| 1 wiload 3-890 45 a8ly slaceias b ool flii susle
088 Sl (55 e gm0 o jlam - Csl 009 calals Jlsonge sl jl el any (G918 raw (B ey U
CE00l )9 iz sl 00 0 A (55, 1 el A w0311 Ao 55 5 a0 D pa B a asle s e
S loaSn )3 Wl CF o) 5 S jobo a5 oLk plge an a8 B 008l ol jlam
o ez Stilon pg0 ol g (sloaSw ciy r Lalilo jgz - Cosl iy i eady B LT 5l (6 g Lol
oo gy 5 Bl S las a5 ol 5 51 5o a5 Ll gilis 351 Ly Lo o csloslos -l )l 5l (53t
Sl el 25 Sl g msladl (SIS (cloaSs (g5, 1 45 zod 5 olie cols co,lius aiile (g yolic wou
el odd (Byme 55 ol Bl g alle gz (U Sl 039 (Fnls 9 (S5 s3> )91
st Sl 039 (gazne MalS” Ly Gl o pe glsizl g (5035 50 1) Sre 5t 9 092 el -l
bs g ol ) Ol S by 1o 4 08 (oo (o il o3y el g Sl Gl Sl az ] pe aS e
Sk 5 = oly Oz b8 sogry SU Sl (5 ls 52 Jds a5 Sl 05 cadlllan 3550 g0l y0 0 led
@V cdzie s D line 5 azdl sl oy gilio ol (oSlel U g axils ¥l cdyin 5 oSyl ool Jlom ypdio s
SloolE,35 5l oo o L CasBae ax I, 500 (gamw 10 g Wloud aivy S5 pl,ml ca0dy cdsrol> jo lgibo gl
g a5 03l g poe g yutiie () Blamae plgreds (5,050 s U5 (Hg ol aibls (oleog B g 51,8 )b
Al g 4l cws ((plalisl) ols o oL 1l p LOL a4 oS i gLl glocal g cliw as e jo SSloa s
Blogacaily g bolasiwl () g5 0,292 a5 Cwl (pl Cids . Cwl oul Tl aSuw (59, 4 lioged g
ol Ay s gl oSl 9 oL s 0

rSQJ}f_w.o OM}: s Cy—“‘|5JL“’)| ‘UJLE.AJ_J;UJM Q"j‘-b 69_..45.; 0y ¥ )_.5.) :Q@M’.ﬂg@—w
B e o sl mls B g den . adlie Mol § (g5l ol ( (Al T i o s IS go0lide >

.\)b;dﬂtjw)fl)@w‘_gwjoé‘é

9 )_\-.\.Oa ‘»\-’tloé% )_»9.4 ‘ij J_».oS.t ) »55_‘; ujg_w.o 9 RS la' as ‘511_....5 G2 j‘ ulf..\.l_wu“y :‘5)';1.0'?&

Wlos S5 558 B s i 1) (28l o )5 A3sS e il gt opl jo i@8le oW

el 0595 0,65 1 o Colos 5l regh ol i Il @b



oy oilo b (SdCu pwlul g Slule § S binbses 5951 38 Ob) Lid ‘ ‘\:

References

Abeddoust, H., & Kazempour, Z. (2014). A study of the symbolic concepts of coin patterns of the
Sassanid period. Astan-e Quds Razavi Art Journal, 13(1), 80-89. [Persian] URL: http://www.
astanehonar.ir/article 96916.html#ar_info_pnl_cite

Ackerman, Ph., Pope, A., & Shroeder, E. (2001). Masterpieces of Iranian Art. Translated by
Parviz Khanlari. (2008). Tehran: Scientific and Cultural Publications. [Persian] URL: https://
www.gisoom.com/book/1479352/

Alavi, H. (1908). Woman in ancient Iran. Tehran: Hermand Publications. [Persian] URL: https://
www.gisoom.com/book/1204120/

Anbarsuz, M. (2010). Women in Ancient Iran, A study of the political-cultural presence of women

from the rise of Zartosht to the rise of Islam. Tehran: Roshangaran and Motaleat-e-Zanan.
[Persian] URL: https://www.adinehbook.com/gp/product/9641940609

Afkhami, B., Zeinizadeh Jedi, T., & Hosseini Nia, M. (2017). Studying the position of women
in the Achaemenes and Ashurian periods based on archaeological evidence. Women in Culture
and Art, 10(4), 527-548. [Persian] URL: https://jwica.ut.ac.ir/article 70368

Avarzamani, F. (2014). Art Sassanid. Tehran: Pazineh Publications. [Persian] URL: https://www.
gisoom.com/book/1990134

Azizi Yousefkand, A., & Azizi Yousefkand, M. (2017). A study of Ashkani coins in the Malek
Museum. Journal of Jelveh Honar, 11(3), 43-53. [Persian] URL: https://jjhjor.alzahra.ac.ir/
article 4391.html#ar _info pnl cite

College, M. (1976). Parthians (Ashkanian). Translated by Masoud Rajabnia. (2001). Tehran:
Hermand. [Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.com/book/184 1490/

Coper, G. C. (1960). lllustrated culture of traditional symbols. Translated by Maliheh Karbasian.
(2007). Tehran: Nashr now. [Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.com/book/1199599

Dadvar, A., & Neshat, R. (2011). The role of women in the works of art of the Sasanianid period.
Semnan: Abrokh Publications. [Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.com/book/1822214

Derakhshi, H., Movahed, A., & Shahbazi, Z. (2015). Study and analysis of political-religious
motifs and symbols of Sassanid coins. Journal of Iranian Archaeological, 14(1), 108-131.
[Persian] URL: https://elmnet.ir/export/1771404-43011?type=BibTeX

Ferdowsi, A. (1998). Shahnameh (based on Jules Mol Shahnameh). Tehran: Elmi and Farhangi
Publications. [Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.com/book/1757668/

Firoozmandi, B., & Khanomoradi, M. (2013). An Introduction to the knowledge of Iranian women
in the parthian era. Women in Culture and Art, 6(2), 249-264. [Persian] URL:https://jwica.ut.ac.
ir/article_52939.html#ar_info_pnl_cite

Girshman, R. (1991). Iranian art during the Parthian and Sassanid eras. Translated by Bahram
Farhvashi. (2011). Tehran: Scientific and Cultural Publications. [Persian] URL: https://www.
gisoom.com/book/1843705/

Golizadeh, Kh. (2004). Stylistics of Sassanid coins. Journal of Peyk Noor Humanities, 2(1), 4-18.
[Persian] URL:https://elmnet.ir/export/1132370-54884?type=BibTeX

Hejazi, B. (2014). Under the scarf. Tehran: GasidehSara. [Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.



‘ ‘\] R B 9 0) (ooe i3 [FV-00 (O F N F L ot

com/book/11133087

Jahanpour, F. (2006). A study of a number of elimai coins. Journal of the Academy, 1(29), 11-16.
[Persian] URL: http://www.persianacademy.ir/fa/vn.aspx

Jalilian, Sh., & Fatemi, A. (2011). Women's clothing in ancient Iran; (A case study of the
Achaemenid period). Journal of Cultural Research, 4(3), 1-22. [Persian] URL: https://jwica.
ut.ac.ir/article 70368

Kaviani Pouya, H. (2021). Women's jobs and economic activities in the Achaemenes period (with
an approach to Persepolis manuscripts). Historical and Economic Research Journal, 10(1),
265-289. [Persian] URL: https://economichistory.ihcs.ac.ir/article_ 6977

Khanmoradi, H. (2011). Patterns of elimai coins and its relationship with seafaring. Journal of
Historical Sciences Research, 3(2), 85-100. [Persian] URL: https://elmnet.ir/export/1197298-
812512type=BibTeX

Linzi, A. (1965). History of the Persian empire. Translated by Issa Abdi. (2011). Tehran: Amirkabir.
[Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.com/book/1756763

Malekzadeh Bayani, M. (1969). The reign of Pourandokht, the Sassanid queen, and a study on
the coins of her time. Journal of Historical Studies, 4(1), 19-34. [Persian] URL: https://www.
noormags.ir/view/fa/citation/ris/246849

Malekzadeh Bayani, M. (2002). History of coins: From the Oldest Period to the Sassanid Period.
Tehran: University of Tehran Press. [Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.com/book/1238135

Mobini, M., Ebrahimzadeh, F., & Nowrouzi, B. (2015). Investigating the figure of women in
metal works of the Sassanid period. Journal of Visual Arts, 5(14), 79-90. [Persian] URL:https://
elmnet.ir/export/988470-212437type=BibTe X

Mohammadi, S. (2022). A comparative study of the women social situation in the Sassanid and
Qajar era. Journal of Woman and Culture, 13(50), 29-43. [Persian] URL: https://jwc.ahvaz.iau.
ir/article_689333.html

Mohammadpanah, B. (2020). Kohan Diar. Tehran: Sabzan Publications. [Persian] URL: https://
www.gisoom.com/book/11399351

Navabakhsh, A. (1980). Woman in History. Tehran: Rafat Publishing. [Persian] URL: https://
www.gisoom.com/book/127276

Pirnia, H. (2006). History of Iran before Islam; Eqbal Ashtiani, Abbas,; Aqeli, Baqer, History of
Iran after Islam. Tehran: Saadi. [Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.com/book/1276402

Raeisnia, R. (1999). Koroglu in mythology and history. Tehran: World Publishing. [Persian] URL:
https://www.gisoom.com/book/1161799/

Sadat Shojaei, N., & Afzal Tusi, E. (2016). Women in Sassani Coins. International Conference
on Oriental Studies, Ferdowsi and Persian Culture and Literature, 1(13), 1-18. [Persian] URL:
https://elmnet.ir/export/20826344-8678 1 ?type=BibTeX

Sadeghi, S., Mirazi, Z., & Feyzi, F. (1400). Evaluation of women’s clothing during the sassanid
era. Journal of Women and Culture, 13(49), 35-47. [Persian] URL: http://jwc.iauahvaz.ac.ir/
article 686667

Sarfaraz, A., & Avarzamani, F, (2015). Iranian coins: from the beginning of Zandieh era,



o0 ouilojl Sae _wlul p Jlobw § SIS ¢ Eaolien 98l 3o (365 il ‘ ‘\;

eighth edition. Tehran: Samt Publications. [Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.com/
book/11171543

Sattari, J. (2015). The image of a woman in Iranian culture, seventh edition,. Tehran: Markaz
Publishing. [Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.com/book/1787717

Seraj, A (2015). Women s Discourse. Tehran: Roshangaran and Motaleat-e-Zanan. [Persian] URL:
https://www.gisoom.com/book/11148674

Shariatzadeh, A. A. (2016). Coins of Iranzmin. Tehran: Pazineh. [Persian] URL: https://nahang.
ir/book/1173314/%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%B3%DA%A9%D9%87-
%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D

Tondvli, S., & Bagheri Lori, M. R. (2015). Comparative study of achaemenid stamps and coins.
International Conference on Innovation and Research in Arts and Humanities, 1(2), 2-20.
[Persian] URL: https://elmnet.ir/export/20480865-83486?type=BibTeX

Yarshater, E. (1994). History of Iran (from the Seleucids to the collapse of the Sassanid government).
Translated by Hassan Anousheh. (2015). Tehran: Amir Kabir Publications. [Persian] URL:
https://www.adinehbook.com/gp/product/9640003913

Yousefi, A. (2021). Women of Azerbaijani Tales and Their Names. Journal of Women and Culture,
12(48), 19-34. [Persian] URL.: http://jwc.iauahvaz.ac.ir/article 684604.html#ar_info_pnl_cite

Zarinkoob, A. H. (2003). History of the Iranian people (Iran before Islam). Tehran: Amirkabir.
[Persian] URL: https://www.gisoom.com/book/11402519

Zulfaqari, S., Firouzmandi Shireh-Jini, B., & Mohammadi Far, Y. (2020). Parthian woman image
on archeological works and findings. Women and Culture Magazine, 12(45), 7-19. [Persian]
URL: https://journals.iau.ir/article 678025



