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Abstract

Niello is a decorative technique on the engraving surface that usually uses to create the contrast of motifs on the
metal surfaces. Today, Tabriz and Ahvaz are two megacities that are considered the main centers of producing the
niello artifacts in Iran. Notably, most of the Tabriz’s Armenians and Ahvaz’s Mandaean tribes have occupied this
artistic industry. Therefore, the main purpose of this study is to introduce the niello techniques and compare the
decorative motifs between Armenian and Mandaean metalwork. So the research questions are: 1- What are the
decorative motifs and making instructions in the niello artifacts of Tabriz’s Armenians and Ahvaz’s Mandaean? 2-
What are the similarities and differences between decorative motifs and making instructions of the Niello between
Armenians and Mandaean metalwork in Iran? The methods of gathering data were library studies, documentary,
and field surveys which analyzed with a descriptive-analytical-comparative approach. Results of this study in-
dicated while Armenians are concentrated on utilizing plant-liked, geometric, and abstract decorative motifs in
niello artifacts, most of the decorative motifs on the Mandaean’s niello are herbal, animal, and human motifs which

depict the scenes of the landscapes, nature, and geography of Mandaean’s life in Ahvaz.

Key words: Niello, metalwork, Tabriz’s Armenian, Ahvaz’s Mandaean, decorative motifs.
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