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Introduction: Today, with the increasing trend of privatization of public spaces and its control
in various ways; the sociability of public space, which is one of the pillars of urban vitality; has
been challenged. On the other hand, a lack of attention to the social dimension of vitality is
observed in most studies. After years of neglecting streets as public spaces, now more than ever,
people around the world are becoming more interested and aware of the multiple functions of
streets. Vitality in the urban realm is an important quality that increases the pleasant feeling of
the streets and encourages social life as an important indicator of the health of the streets. The
use of the words sociable and antisocial expresses the spatial qualities that bring people
together or separate them. Sociability is a quality that is not easily obtained in a public space.
That a public space can absorb social functions is an important advantage that depends first on
the social structure of each society and then on the behavioral and psychological patterns of the
members of that society. Finally, the space itself must have a quality of design and architecture
that supports social activities. This study seeks to identify the most important indicators of
sociability to achieve vitality in Valiasr St., Tehran from the perspective of experts and street
users.

Objectives: The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between the two
concepts of sociability and vitality in Valiasr Street, Tehran to use the results in urban public
space planning. This research seeks to achieve the most important criteria of sociability of
public spaces to achieve vitality in Valiasr Street, Tehran, based on the views of experts and
users. Valiasr Street was chosen for this study because it is the longest street in Tehran,
connecting the geographical north and south as well as the class north and south of the city.
Methodology: In this regard, a comparative analysis is performed based on the views of experts
on Valiasr Street and the users of this street. By adopting a combined approach with a sequential
exploratory research design and using three methods of unstructured interview, observation
committee and field observation, research data were collected. Due to the difference in the
structure of quantitative and qualitative data, data collection and analysis methods were
performed in two ways. In the qualitative section: the target community of this section is urban
experts, including professors of geography and urban planning; they are city managers and PhD
students of geography and urban planning. A sampling of this section was done based on the
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purposeful method, which is specific to qualitative research. In the quantitative section: The
population studied in the quantitative section is the users of Valiasr Street, who were
questioned in three sequences. The sample size of this section was equal to 30 people from each
sequence, which was sampled in an available way, and a total of 81 healthy questionnaires were
obtained.

Result: A total of seven main criteria was identified by experts, but 3 of these 7 criteria were not
approved by users. The results were then discussed in two areas. First, it was found that,
contrary to experts' views, criteria that are more collectivist are less preferred by users. There
were also fundamental differences in the views of the two groups. So that the experts had a
scientific but idealistic attitude towards the issues and issues of public spaces. While users'
point of view is a simple, minimal but realistic view of their preferences and desires from a
public space, which is based on their lived experience of public spaces.

Conclusion: After analyzing the content of experts' interviews, seven sociability criteria were
summarized as effective criteria for the vitality of Valiasr Street. Three of these seven criteria
were not approved by users. In general, criteria that were more collectivist were less preferred
by users. On the other hand, criteria such as "roaming and presence of pedestrians on the street”,
"presence and long stops”, "diversity in behavior and activity patterns” and "responsiveness of
the space to the needs of daily life" were the most important preferences of users in this
component. These results show the principle that in the sociability of Valiasr Street, things that
are individualistic or can be done by individual discretion are more preferred by users. The
results of survey and field studies in Valiasr Street also showed that there is social acceptance in
the form of specific nodes in this street, which can be fully identified and evaluated through
survey studies. Tajrish Square, Ferdous Bagh, Vanak Square, Valiasr Square, Valiasr Crossroads,
and areas with large parks such as Mellat Park are among these nodes. However, despite the fact
that there is a significant difference between the northern and southern parts of the street in
terms of the level of sociability, the lower part of the street, especially between El-Ghanebal
Street and Railway Square, faces a serious challenge in all components of sociability and
subsequently vitality; however, the ill-considered and prescriptive actions of Tehran's urban
administration in recent years have led to the loss of a major part of the social space and social
functions of Valiasr Street throughout the space of this street. Finally, the realization of the
sociability of public spaces depended on a series of requirements and underlying conditions that
can be sought in the field of macro-political, institutional and social structures.

Highlights:

e Basically, the two categories of sociability and vitality have a lot of overlap in indicators and
components. But so far, the relationship between the two has not been well researched.

® Having a purely scientific and idealistic attitude of experts toward the issues and topics of
public spaces; cannot lead to the vitality of urban space. Therefore, the preferences and
biological and real experience of users, as well as the identification and localization of vitality
components should be the criterion for creating vibrant urban spaces.
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