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Introduction: When linked to space, the critical attitude to capital hegemony on human
relations in contemporary society enters into urban studies. From this perspective, in the urban
study of space, as a problematic concept, two categories of literature of (social) production and
(cultural) consumption of space can be distinguished, which seems to have been developed most
of all under the two disciplines of cultural studies and political economy. Also, the public space,
at the center of urban design studies, has been mixed with a critical understanding in recent
years. Considering the conflict between the forces of power and the people and the
interdisciplinary nature of urban design has forced it to pay attention to the literature on the
production and consumption of space for a deeper understanding of the transformation of
public spaces.

Methodology: This article aimed to develop a critical understanding of public space, especially
under the knowledge of urban design, by combining the two theoretical concepts of social
production and cultural consumption of space. So, to achieve such an objective, two steps were
taken. In the first step, based on a documentary study, the two notions of production and
consumption of space were categorized in two theoretical-disciplinary traditions of political
(urban) economy and cultural (urban) studies, respectively. They were examined along with the
latest critical literature about urban public space. In the second step, this theoretical essay tries
to present a coherent picture of the position of urban public spaces in a theoretical frame that
stems from examining a hierarchy from philosophical roots to tangible concepts derived from
the above two concepts.

Results: The transformation of contemporary urban public space affected by economic,
political, and social changes has caused the urban design to a need for a comprehensive study of
these spaces beyond its classical approaches by borrowing perspectives and theories from the
two disciplines of political economy and cultural studies. The findings show how the concepts
are considered in the three categories of literature (social production of space, cultural
consumption, and critical studies of urban design) at three levels of discussion (paradigmatic,
theoretical and objective).

Discussion: On a paradigmatic level, it seems that the literature on the production of space,
arising from dialectical materialism, tends to a holistic understanding and presents a kind of
meta-narrative of the spatialization of capitalism in the context of society (and city). Perhaps
this holistic approach has caused sociologists such as Thrift (2003) to criticize geographers of
the production of space (such as Harvey and Clarke) to theorize minus empirical findings.
However, Harvey (1985: 13-16) tries to provide an answer to this kind of ambiguity in his Urban
Experience. By referring to someone who tries to read it as a text from the top of a tall tower, he
introduces his epistemological logic as a kind of view from above, which instead of capturing by
the city, captures the city in his mind. On the other hand, studies of cultural consumption seek to
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understand and interpret the representation of capitalist culture in human relations. A matter
that later, with new development, has reached a deconstructed understanding of the meaning of
consumption as "production” (innovative consumption). From a theoretical point of view, the
political economy of the production of space mainly focuses on criticizing capitalism and the
system of capital accumulation under classical Marxist concepts such as class, work, surplus and
production. On the other hand, consumption from the viewpoint of cultural studies can be
understood mainly around the two theories of consumer society and consumer culture, which
are critical characteristics of contemporary culture. Some other concepts, such as the society of
the spectacle, popular culture, casual class, and symbolic capital, are pivotal. The objective part
of the discussion revolves around the question that at the confluence of production and
consumption, how can we look at urban public spaces as an objective level of space, which is
most interesting in urban design studies? In this section, it is shown that "everyday life" is the
key to understanding. At this level, the conceptual formulation of Carmona (2012) for the
"homogenization" of public spaces can be understood in conjunction with it; which is presented
by criticizing three contemporary processes that lead to consume, privatized, and invented
urban public spaces, without having an apparent theoretical reference to everyday urban life.
Conclusion: The realm of everyday life can be understood as the confluence of the two concepts
of cultural consumption and the social production of space; a visible part of it is occurring in
public spaces as the field of action of urban design and the continuous crystallization of
production and consumption flows. In this position, every day can be read through the concept
of homogenization of space, where the upstream forces of abstract production in dialectics with
downstream forces of objective consumption are evolving contemporary urban spaces. In terms
of combining the two mentioned disciplines in the field of urban public spaces, the present
article is a novel effort into urban design knowledge.

Highlights:

e The transformation of contemporary urban public spaces affected by economic,
political, and social changes has caused the urban design to a need for a comprehensive
study of these spaces beyond its classical approaches by borrowing perspectives and
theories from the two disciplines of political economy and cultural studies. The present
article in terms of combining these two disciplines in the field of urban public spaces is
a novel effort in urban design knowledge.
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