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Introduction: The main issue of this study is the supposition of reducing the sense of
connection between inhabitants and their living environment. In fact, if the speed and
amount of urban changes in various dimensions: physical, functional, social, etc. are
considered, the incompatibility of these changes with human perceptual processes
confirms the initial idea. Urban change causes many challenges due to various desired
or unintended consequences. Researches indicate that the impact of these
consequences has often been studied and planned in quantitative terms, but their
impact on human social processes and interactions with the urban environment,
especially place attachment has been less investigated and studied. With this view of
urban changes, perhaps a clearer answer can be found for the main research question:
What is the relationship between urban changes and place attachment?

In order to provide an appropriate answering to the main question, answer the
following questions is essential: What are the types of urban changes? And how is their
relationship? What is the relationship between wurban changes and urban
transformation? What are the effective factors on how a person perceives urban
changes? What are the factors affecting place attachment? According to the contents
stated, the present study aims to examine and introduce each of the components of
transformation, urban changes, and place attachment, as well as their impact and
relationship with each other.

Methodology: In this study, a descriptive approach based on documentary studies is
employed to investigate experts' opinions in relation to urban change and place
attachment. In the analysis of findings, the qualitative content analysis method and the
meta-synthesis method are used. The meta-synthesis method aims to combine
interpretations of selected study data in order to discover new concepts and
metaphors. Meta-synthesis is one of the types of meta-study methods and a type of
qualitative study that examines the information and findings extracted from other
studies related to similar subjects and is related to the analysis of the study findings.
Results: In the present study, considerable insight is provided into the differences and
the position of each of the concepts of transformation, transition, and urban changes,
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and also into different kinds of the process of urban change and their relations, the
factors affecting the perception of changes in the urban environment, the concept of
place attachment and factors that influence and are influenced by it. In the end, a
model and framework are provided for understanding the impact of these concepts.
According to the investigations, the factors affecting the perception of urban changes,
transition, and transformation can also be considered as factors that affect place
attachment. Also, the consequences of urban changes can be classified into two
groups: the first group reduces the quality of the living environment and leads to the
formation of adverse effects on the emotional connection of people with the living
environment, especially the reduction of place attachment, and the second group
improves the quality of the living environment and cause favorable effects on the
emotional connection of people with the living environment, especially the formation
and strengthening of place attachment.

Discussion: The relationship between urban change and place attachment is direct
and two-way. Due to the dynamic nature of urban change, the factors affecting place
attachment are defined in proportion to time and place. So it can be said that place
attachment is a dynamic concept and defined in a specific time and place range. In
addition to the mentioned issue, urban changes can be a favorable, attractive, familiar
process, promoting place attachment, or a destructive and unfamiliar process, leading
to challenges for place attachment. In both cases, individuals and residents respond to
changes. Their answer makes them stay and feel close to the place or move and
migrate to another place.

Conclusion: Urban transformations and changes have an influence on the relationship
between people and place, particularly on place attachment. Furthermore, the
changing quality, amount, and speed relate to the residents’ place attachment in a
special and significant way. Also, what has not considered in the theory of place
attachment is the context. Place attachment is not a linear process, it does not happen
in a vacuum, and it does not depend only on the individual mental processes. It occurs
in the real world, and environmental conditions and factors, or in other words, the
context of changes play an important and fundamental role in its formation. The role
of urban changes in the issue of place attachment can be examined from the
perspective of how changes are perceived. The factors that are effective as external
factors on the perception of changes include the speed and duration of changes, the
extent of change, the type of change, its environment and scale, and finally the drivers
of change (such as power, political leadership, participation, urban laws, and plans
and...). Also, other factors that can be mentioned as internal or individual factors are
the length of residence, type of human interactions, level of understanding and
awareness, experience, age, economic status, social status, person's position, and the
speed of people's perception.

Highlights:
e  The relationship between urban change and place attachment is direct and two-way.
Due to the dynamic nature of urban changes, the factors affecting place attachment are
defined according to time and place. So, it can be said that place attachment is a
dynamic concept and defined in a specific time and place range.
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