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Abstract

Problem statement: The tomb of Rabi ‘Ibn al-Khathim was built in Mashhad during the
Safavid dynasty recommended by Sheikh Baha'i and ordered by Shah Abbas. He was one
of the companions of Imam Ali (PBUH) known as Khajeh Rabie in Iran. The structure
of the tomb is octagonal and its decoration includes plaster-molding, painting, carving
and brick working. Following the architectural style of Safavid period the major part
of external surface has been decorated by the tiles.The tomb, located in north west of
Mashhad, forms part of the historical and cultural identity of this city and has been the
focus of attention since its construction. It is also considered as one of the important places
of art and architecture in northeastern Iran. The tomb has an octagonal shape located in
the middle of the garden. Since its construction, the building has been under numerous
reconstructions. However, the identity of the building has not changed and its [ranian-
Islamic spirit has been preserved. Other prominent characters buried in this tomb include
Fath Ali Khan Qajar, Sheikh Kafi and Nurullah Mirzai. The burial of these people in the
tomb of Khajah Rabi indicates the special importance of the tomb in the Qajar period.
Objectives: the present study aims to document the decorative motifs used in the tiling of
Khajah Rabi’s tomb based on their location on all the exterior sides of the building using
comparative analysis in form and variety of the motifs.

Research Method: the present study has been carried in a descriptive manner and based
on the analysis of the collected data. The data was collected from library documents,
documents available in Astan Quds Razavi and Khorasan Cultural Heritage Organization.
Besides, the visual information in the article and the tables has been done by the author
during a field visit and taking photos of Khawaja Rabi’s mausoleum. A number of tables
have been presented along with the explanations and the basics mentioned in the main
discussions. And beside stating the results of the studies and analysis of the data obtained
from the mentioned building, some images in terms of location and production method are
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placed in the form of tables for a better expression
of the desired concepts and better understanding
of the audience.

Conclusion: It is evident that most of the tiling in
the outer body of the tomb and the inner plinth
are carried using geometrical, arabesque and
inscriptional motifs. animal motifs were observe
being used only in a single case. According to
the patterns and techniques of making tiles on
each side in a comparative way -two historical
periods of Safavid and Timurid- it can be stated
that most of the patterns of the tiles are based on
the style of Safavid period and it has preserved
the Timurid style to a certain extent. Among the
motifs of the maagli tiles standing in back-to-
back sides of the building, the degree of similarity
in pattern and color is evident, but differences can
be seen in parts of the mosaic tiles (moaragh) and
seven-color tiling.In the tiling of the outer shell of
Khawaja Rabi’s tomb maqali, moarraq and seven-
color styles have been used depending on the type
of the intended role and its place in the overall
composition. Due to its quick implementation and
its resistance to environmental factors, Maagli
tile has giveb a greater share in the exterior
decorations. The interior of the porch, the outer
plinth of the tomb, inside of the chambers, the
border of the chambers and the main porches,
around the entrance doors of the tomb and the
edge of the dome, are among the parts of the tomb
that are covered with Maqali tiles.

The geometric motifs made up of maqali tiles are
in some way similar in the four main sides as
well as in the half sides following a number of
specific patterns. Beside Alvan tiles, inscriptions
decorated with the verses of the Holy Qur’an are
also visible from all sides which are centered
around Sols calligraphy and has doubled the
beauty of the grave of the dome and the main
sides of the building.

A large part of the external decorations of the
building, which play a major role in the beauty
of the tomb, including the upper laths of the
main porches and champers, the interior of the
porches, and the Toranj medallions embedded
in the interior of the porch, are decorated with
mosaic tiles.

Lack of repetition and following of the same
pattern in the decorative motifs of the mosaic tiles
of each unit of the sides which is also one of the

unique features of this huge building. through the
study and comparison of the tiling motifs standing
in back to back sides (north-south and east-west)
can determine that there is less difference and
there are many similarities between them.

In addition, comparing the tiling of the three
tombs of Khwaja Rabi, Harun Velayat and Abu
Bakr Baghdadi reveals that along with the special
characteristics of each building, the tiling and
other decorations follow the same style, with the
differentiation that in the tomb of Khwaja Rabi,
there is high variety in geometric motifs, brick
works and inscriptions, and in the tomb of Harun
Velayat in addition to geometric tiling, human,
animal and bird patterns of motifs can also be
seen, and the variety of inscriptions is also greater.
In Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi’'s mausoleum, next
to the limited number of Quranic inscriptions,
the emphasis and attention on the clay and brick
building is remarkable. Although, it should
be noted that in this old building, due to the
lack of restoration, a huge part of the tiles and
inscriptions have collapsed. In total, it was found
that the three buildings are inheritor of Safavid
period.

Keywords: Safavid period, Khorasan tombs,
Khajeh Rabi, Safavid tile, Islamic motifs.
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Picture 6: Eastern view of Khawaja Rabi’s tomb. Source: by
authors.
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Picture 8: “Ya Hafiz” Statement of the plinth inside Picture 7: Plinth inside the dome of Khawaja

the dome of Khawaja Rabi’s tomb. Source: by Rabi’s tomb. Source: by authors
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Picture 9: Northeast background (karbandi) inside

the tomb. Source: by authors.
authors.
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Table 1, Maagli tiles motifs of the western and eastern sides. source: authors
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Table 2: motifs of mosaic and seven-color tiles on the eastern side. source: authors.
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Table 3: the motifs of different mosaic and seven-color tiles on the west side compared to the east side. source: authors.
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Picture 10: front view of the dome of Khawaja Rabi's tomb. Source: by authors.
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Table 6: the amount of repetition and similarity of motifs in the side walls of Khawaja Rabis tomb. source: authors.
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Table 7: decorative and architectural elements of Khawaja Rabis tomb. source: authors.
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Picture 11: view of Imamzadeh Haroon Velayat tomb, Isfahan. Source: Wikipedia.org.
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Picture 12: view of Maulana Abu Bakr Taibadi’s tomb, Taibad Khorasan. Source: Wikipedia.org.
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Table 8: comparing the decorations of Khawaja Rabi>s tomb, Harun Velayats tomb and Abu Bakr Baghdadi>s tomb. source: authors.
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