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questions were asked: To what extent the hero of the film reflects the ex-
amples of spiritual-physical metamorphosis considered by Mulla Sadra? To
what extent have the soul and body of the hero become subordinated to each
other? Watching related films and the entry of innovative and experimen-
tal cinematographers' works with new and creative topics into the field of
written scientific research is much more influential. It is necessary to have
the opportunity to criticize, analyze and introduce these works with a for-
malistic approach in the scientific community so that more diverse studies
can be conducted on this kind of experimental film.

This descriptive-analytical research is of a fundamental type and is in line
with theoretical studies on Islamic philosophy. The necessary information
and data were collected through library studies and authoritative articles.
In the first stage, the theoretical issues were raised, and then the short film
"The Animal™ was analyzed based on the theoretical framework of the re-
search. Upon this, some scenes from the film showing the levels of men-
tal-physical metamorphosis were selected and analyzed. Due to the analysis
of the scenes/shots of the film "The Animal”, the hero can be recognized
and introduced as a model and a very close allegory for spiritual-physical
metamorphosis. The issue of escape from the situation has a psychological
effect on the main character's daily life, and his whole life is affected by
the subject of escape. This effect is so much that it doesn't take long for
the spiritual influences to take over the hero's body completely, and make
him involved in a spiritual-physical metamorphosis. Although the hero has
been shot and wounded, he manages to escape and cross the border by
enduring fear and hardship and without considering the dangers. The hero
attaches to his goal for the sake of value; he tests his soul and body in this
way. Killing a ram and imitating the animal's behavior, he becomes himself
and experiences the dream of escaping. The research brings up this ques-
tion to what extent does the hero reflect the examples of spiritual-physical
metamorphosis considered by Mulla Sadra? The findings indicate that the
hero's soul, due to the experience of fear, anger, and many failures on the
way to his goal and insisting on fulfilling his spiritual desire (crossing the
border), first degrades himself to the level of an animal soul. In the second
instance, he commits his physical metamorphosis by killing a ram. Muslim
philosophers believe that a person's identity does not change with a change
of appearance. The hero in the film wears the guise of a ram on his body
while still a human. So he has both aspects simultaneously and should be
given the title of human ram. The second question is to what extent have the
hero's soul and body become subordinated to each other? We should note
that due to the relationship between dreams, imagination, and sleep with the
soul and its conditions, the hero's body is largely subordinated to his soul.
His spiritual desires play a decisive role in advancing his goals, and this
proposition is apparent in the scenes that the hero experiences in the mirror,
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Abstract

Metamorphosis and its occurrence levels have been widely discussed by
many religions, philosophers, and schools. In Islam, metamorphosis is
mentioned in the Holy Quran and is present in the thoughts and opinions
of Muslim philosophers such as Mulla Sadra. The explanation of metamor-
phosis and its introduction mostly depends on understanding its difference
from reincarnation. Mulla Sadra has specifically made many efforts in this
field. Many ethnic groups believe in reincarnation. Reincarnation states that
the soul belongs to the embryo or another body after separating from the
human body. In metamorphosis, however, the soul is not separate from the
body, and only the shape and form of the body change to warn the people.
In other words, the appearance of a human being changes to the body of
an animal, but the soul of a sinful human does not descend from a human
position to an animal position. We can classify the views on metamorphosis
into three main groups which are: the metamorphosis of appearance, the
metamorphosis of the soul, and the metamorphosis of the soul and the hu-
man body. Among the philosophers of transcendental wisdom, Mulla Sadra
believes in the occurrence of sequential metamorphosis. First, he consid-
ers the realization of the metamorphosis at the level of the human soul,
and then he refers to the subordination of the body to the soul. According
to Mulla Sadra, bodies are subordinate to the soul. Hence, when the soul
changes due to lust, anger, fear, happiness, and similar things, the body
also changes. Hence, the appearance also depends on the inside and so gets
distorted due to its connection. The article's main goal was introducing the
main character of "The Animal™ movie, as an example of the metamor-
phosis of soul and body. Therefore, the research aimed to introduce the
film's hero as an allegory of a metamorphosed human being and to explain
his spiritual and physical levels of metamorphosis. For this purpose, Three
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