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Abstract

One of the factors that has caused the member states of the European Convention on Human
Rights to limit individual fundamental rights is reliance on the concept of public interest. In most
of the articles of the Convention, the “public morality” is expressed as a form of public interest,
which has been stated to restrict the stated rights. This paper is an attempt to critically investigate
this concept. The importance of this review is doubled when neither in the Convention itself, nor
in the practice of the Strasbourg Court, nor among the member states, is there any single
understanding of the concept of "morality" or "public morality”. This lack of conceptual
definition and lack of transparency has led to the fact that each of the contracting countries
defines this concept and limits the rights of individuals according to their own perception.
Meanwhile, the “right to freedom of speech” is one of the rights with the most restrictions.
Accordingly, in this article, researchers would like to take a critical look at the violation of the
“right to freedom of speech” under the pretext of protecting “public morality”. In the following,
it is tried to discuss the attitude of Ronald Miles Dworkin regarding the priority of freedom of

speech in comparison with an interest called morality, as a factor to limit this fundamental right.
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2. Taking Rights Seriously
3. important rights
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