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Abstract

Distinguishing between prescriptive and advisory commands is an undeniable and significant
necessity in jurisprudential inference. In this study, through the case study of famous examples of
advisory commands and comparing the three types of religious commands i.e. advisory, preferred
prescriptive and prescriptive command being a path, the main elements that form advisory and
prescriptive commands will be discovered. The results of this research show that the essential
element in prescriptive commands is the use of the lordship status and the lord’s legal personality in
stimulating the servant to perform the act; on the other hand, advisory commands apply where
either there is no lordship or the lord, for certain reasons, does not use his lordship to stimulate the
servant and instead he uses other methods such as declaring the benefits and harms of an act.
Nevertheless, in any type of commands, the lord actually desires that the servant performs the act or
refrains from it and only the method and means of stimulation are different. The results of this
research show that having an independent benefit, entailing reward, lack of punishment, being
related to worldly and hereafter affairs, the existence of real or factitious demand, the existence or
absence of an independent intellectual ruling, being new-established or emphasized, etc. do not
constitute inclusive and exclusive standards for the distinction between advisory and prescriptive
commands.
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