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Abstract

Inscriptions in the decorations of building of the Islamic period have been noticed by
artists since the early Islamic centuries. Overtime, inscriptions are damaged by various
factors and need to be restored. Considering that every year in the country, a large
amount of restoration operations are carried out on damaged historical monuments,
including inscriptions. It was seen through the investigation that in most cases the
restorations are tasteful and sometimes incorrect. In order to find the most important
causes of incorrect restoration in written inscriptions, the qualitative method was used,
and the grounded theory method was used to analyze the data. This research is practical
in terms of purpose. The data was collected through field observations and interviews
with 12 people related to the restoration of inscriptions and by purposeful sampling, and
the data continued until theoretical saturation was reached. The results of the research
showed that in addition to the lack of criteria that agree with the theoretical foundations
of restorations, due to the prominence of the calligraphy and category, factors such
as self-centered empiricism, the variety of viewpoints, knowledge and awareness of
the traditional master craftsman and the rules of restoration and the lack of the artistic
perspective of the traditional master craftsman. For various reasons, inscriptions have
led to incorrect restorations, and of course, the lack of training courses by the institutions
in charge of restoration has also been involved. Also, the variety of approaches in
the restoration of inscriptions and lack of attention to the rules governing the art of
inscriptions are considered as the most important consequences of the restoration of

inscriptions.
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Introduction

With the beginning of the Islamic era and the restoration of human and animal depictions,
the use of inscriptions with religious, literary and historical themes reached its peak
with various calligraphy methods and styles. This enduring art that is inscription is
still performed by artists to this day. Inscription like other historical works, suffer
from various physical, chemical, biological and human damages, and from various
perspectives of value, aesthetics, originality, legibility, unity and integrity they suffer
serious damage. Therefore, despite the important characteristics mentioned about this
category of written works, the need to pay attention to this category of work is revealed
in restoration operations. The importance of paying attention to the issue among other
valuable historical and cultural work is important in the sense that there is a lake of
criteria in accordance with the theoretical foundations of restoration, for the restoration
of areas lacking in this category of valuable written works. Although in most cases, the
restoration of this category of works is often done under the supervision of restoration
experts, the approach and methods of doing the work in different examples are not
subject to scientific principles and are mostly tasteful and sometimes incorrect and
without regard to the ruling principles, they are restored on the art of calligraphy and
inscriptions and it has caused distortion and sometimes loss of the of the inscription, its
values and message.

According to examples of the restoration of written inscriptions ,when the restoration
of a written inscription is done incorrectly , in fact, readability , integrity and beauty (
Beauty is in harmony , balance, proportion , even beauty in observing the rules and
recognizing the values and materials have been used (Qutbi, 1352, 31) the inscription
is distorted and the audience , when viewing an inscription that has been incorrectly
restored , gets the visual pleasure of seeing the harmony and connection between the
words in an inscription will bs deprived. In fact, carrying out the restoration operation
should reduce the inconsistency caused by the lack of space and help to read the work

better.

Method Research

The upcoming research is applied research in terms of its purpose, because the researcher
seek to obtain information that can be used in practical situations or solve a problems
by means of them and obtain a solution to a problem. This research is a qualitative
research in terms of method and in terms of data collection, it is based on field studies,
interviews, observation and collection of documents and texts within the framework of
the grounded theory method. The interview was conducted with the purposeful sampling

method and until the theoretical saturation was reached 12 people were interviewed
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among the restoration experts, inscription artists and master traditional craftsmen.

Grounded theory and systematic coding were used to analyze the interviews.

Research Background

Although restoration of inscriptions has always been one of the concerns of restorers,
it seems that a comprehensive, coherent and effective study has not been done in this
field. For example, the following can be mentioned: the Scientifics specialized and
professional restoration community has not restoration of inscriptions of mosaic tiles in
Iran (Soleimani et al., 2014), researchers have criticized the methods of restoration of
mosaic tiles but there is no mention of the causes of its correct restoration. Also, sources
such as Quchani (1365: 51), Bler (1394: 30) and Qader (1391: 86 &103) mention the
non-original restorations of the reason for that has not been discussed. By checking the
databases related to non-Persian theses, unfortunately, no example similar to the subject
of this research was found. In line with above investigations, Persian sources were also

carefully checked.

Conclusion

Inscriptions are one of the most important and valuable works of the Islamic period
and they are a living document from different perspectives such as historical, artistic
etc. Restoration of inscription has always been one of the concerns of restorers. But the
results of the interview and data showed that the main factor in the variety of approaches
in the restoration of inscriptions and the lack of attention to the rules and regulations of
inscriptions in the process of restoration operations is self-centered empiricism. Among
the traditional craftsmen and even the scribes who are somehow related to the restoration
process of the inscriptions, ignorance of the restoration rules or even ignorance of
the different aspects of the inscriptions can be seen. Also, looking at the conducted
interviews, it can be pointed out that the role of the custodian institutions in relation to
the restoration of inscription is weak, unfortunately, in this field , training courses are
not held for the inscription writers and traditional masters, and it seems that by holding
training courses and obliging inscription writers and traditional masters to participate
in these classes, recognizing the values of the works and observing various aspects in
the matter of restoration are institutionalized. Even though in most cases, restoration
operations are carried out under the supervision of restoration experts unfortunately,
due to the lake of standards in the restoration of inscriptions shortage areas, diversity
of approaches in the restoration of inscriptions and even incorrect restorations can be
seen, also, it seems that one of the challenges in the field of protection and restoration of

written inscriptions is the theoretical issues related.
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To the restoration of this category of valuable written works: because the theoretical
reliance of the theoretical discussions of conservation and restoration is often focused
on Western theorists and their studies and theories, which have been explained from the
viewpoint of a group of researchers and following the statements of summits, charters
and such. Especially, when these theoretical rules are put forward in a general way and
without considering the spatial, temporal and cultural background, they usually face
constructions. In order to correct and solve these problems, attention should be paid to
the local knowledge, which can be a way forward in view of the existing knowledge in
the field of Iranian architecture and the rules governing the art of inscriptions, and in
order to add new concepts and foundations to the field of conservation knowledge and

restoration can be considered.
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answers to interview questions (Authors, 2019).

Aol s oyl (gokiaions 9 (G3loanddi | 4y 33l sy 5l i (s S sLao)fS | oy
(p35 el slaalgie) (I gl (sladsie) a-bias e
B Y ) S ol el Alzses glaaie laas calis |
L asS e Cenge digy 53 L il S Sbpae | Y
bl s Sl | Y
Sxle) & s pie S S USE 5 e Jele | 5 S dispn o LI Juls |
Ol g Aol Slens uidigs
Lgy 3 ) \KasS S gl sl SLols °
e e oo 3l s 5 (lab S S |
S B
(Sang o elanrl (oolizel el %
Srp s b
Sl e 4 o xS AT A
SasS by asS b 4
S gl Bl S w g |
3o 4 ams b e ik Ol |0
S Glyroen
S gl S Sboele | Y
sisos |
e Bl Sesg ol S 2s pAs s 53 5 3 s & slazel |
ey b (658 0 oy
on S S blyl s el apd | 0
Oy 5 O i OISl
sesbapde solllspss- | Gl JKaS BB 4 g Sy | N1
e Skl 5, asS AT | s 5508 >y SladS 5 g b
e oSl e 3 o ol ol 4 gy bl axS
S o8 355 s il ps- D p&en > Saae 2
079 4 S (Fos 5 S50
Ll |5 el sbess S pas | gl 5 e phSSl Sl | Y
Ssle | 5o 5 o glaslg S Gk | 5 ol coley 5 e LAl L gl
ObSslel (sl was ol b BL3)) e S Sl
Sl 53 O e 5 2w
5 LAl ATy oLl
Sy 5 Sl g ol e



http://journal.richt.ir/mbp/article-1-514-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.30699/PJAS.6.20.327

[ DOI: 10.30699/PJAS.6.20.327 ]

Downloaded from journal.richt.ir at 14:36 IRST on Sunday December 4th 2022

| vya | bl paded

e byl
o yo CylgB Ay o i IS sl 5 asS a1 g el pae 5 olBass gei -

6 S 5 4sS Caliden 092y 4 Commad gt 3l (620 olEy3 555 g L poe -

ong Sy -

S als o byl @

“é"b ’l SL)'T’J: ij"l”b i}f’f :j (635 30 s970 b (Lol a0
S Sy b sl E> Gldgh sloanas ;o Cas ol (2 5 (gl abile slaces o

slwly o hlKaws 5 e oLkl

culey g cupe sldll b (2T 5 il
Zé).f.bl)

oo oilgd ale, -

Cuape 55 Sle g (S

AiS § S JSD 5 fse Jalge 4 azgi -
asS sl Sy 4 axgi-

il

185yl (6 puF 54 pae woly
oS Caoyo j0 00 ,S55, 935 -
3 GRalS g 4 (ls8 g asld ol 4 az gl poe -
oS Coo e Oldas W59,

O B, K5) A las slaodls I Jols alohb Juo ) IS
Fig. 1. Paradigm model resulting from interview data (Authors, 2019).
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