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Abstract

The troglodytic architecture complex in Arzanfoud (Arzanpoul) is located 30 km
southeast of Hamadan, 2 km south of Arzanfoud village. The complex accidentally
recovered following mining activities at 2010. There have been four seasons of
archaeological activities including excavations, documentation, earthworks, and
identifications. According archaeological activities, more than 70 troglodytic spaces
revealed that dated to historic and Islamic periods relying on pottery findings. There are
questions on variations, forms, techniques, and decorations including 1) what dates are
pottery types of troglodytic spaces? 2) What are common techniques and decorations of
potteries? Considering descriptive-analytic method, findings, collected of fieldworks and
bibliographic studies, qualitatively analyzed. Conclusions indicate that pottery findings
date to historic period, Parthian and Sassanid, and middle and late Islamic periods
(Seljuq, Ilkhanid, Timurid, and Safavid). Among the most important historic potteries
are Clinky wares, grooved rims, and hump-like rims; while the most significant Islamic
potteries are stamped wares, painting underglaze, lusterwares, Sgraphiato, enamled
wares, and blue and white. Regional soils studies, and nearby Mica and Quartz mines
indicate that potteries with Mica and Quartz in temper are, probably, local productions,

while the others are probably exotic.
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Introduction

One of the goals of archaeological research is the study of cultural changes, and in
this regard, examining and analyzing the material culture of the past is of particular
importance. In the term of archaeologists, these remains are called data. In order to
achieve the general goal of archeology - the reconstruction of the past life of mankind,
these data must be examined in a specific and logical framework and turned into
evidence. In general, pottery is one of the most abundant archaeological data, which is of
particular importance in any archaeological analysis. Due to its abundant and continuous
production, pottery has always adopted various transformations and innovations in
its shape and role, some of which have arisen due to the development and internal
growth of cultures over time. Another part of these changes emerges due to cultural
and economic links with far and near societies. In fact, pottery is considered the best
cultural indicator in order to know societies and it is very important for communication
between different units of a regional culture on the one hand and trans-regional cultures
on the other hand. Now, according to the above-mentioned materials and referring to the
importance of pottery in the process of examining and studying the pottery of different
periods in various areas, it is necessary to carefully analyze the typology of pottery
and the decorations used in the pottery according to the methods of pottery making
and analysis to provide a logical answer to the following questions: 1) what dates are
pottery types of troglodytic spaces? 2) What are common techniques and decorations
of potteries? Considering descriptive-analytic method, findings, collected of fieldworks

and bibliographic studies, qualitatively analyzed.

Discussion

The unique types of this architecture can be set handmade troglodytic underground
architectural complex at Arzanfoud in Hamadan noted that was discovered by accident
in 2010 as a result of mineral exploration activity. This area is located 30 km South East
of Hamadan city (provincial capital) and is situated 2 kilometers south of a village with
the same name. The area of the Alvand Mountains, located in the heart of pristine nature
and intact. As you explore the collection of handmade troglodytic of Iran was faced
with numerous questions, The most important questions were raised about whether this
complex of Arzanfoud when created, What time period was used in this series as well
as a vast range of different spaces for what purpose and the user was created. According
to the first season of archaeological research questions in this category sponsored Ali
Khaksar was started in 2010 and the second and third chapters of this research will
follow in subsequent years 2011 and 2015. This research programs (identification,
documentation, clearing and archeological excavations) in this area were conducted.
These results identify more than 70 hand-made underground spaces including rooms
and halls with variable depth from 3 to 7 meters. Several hypotheses have been raised

in line with spaces this set of user talk ritual, habitat, refuge and exile has been the case
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so far as the draw of any archaeological activity has been approved. Also according to
studies cannot accurately determine the time to create this collection, but this complex
be used to set time periods during the middle and late Parthian and Islamic centuries
been used on. The underground spaces are connected to the surface via stairs-like entries
in the schistose bedrock. This set covers all the spaces are arched, it works well in most
areas, this collection strikes a sharp object (possibly pick) clearly observed. It also sets
the foundation lamp oil lighting spaces that were in the wall spaces. In some places the
walls of adjacent platforms (made from stone-ground or wall stile), water channels and
sources are visible. It should be noted that the surface area of architecture can be seen as
evidence that more archaeological research is needed to provide comments.

The pottery found in the Arzanfoud area can be divided into two groups of historical
periods, including the Parthian and Sasanian periods, as well as the Islamic period.
Parthian period pottery includes types: Clinky, Pottery jar with one vertical handle and
jar with two vertical handle; Sassanid period pottery includes types; the plate with a
simple flat edge turned outwards, the bowl with a Pigeon head rim, Bowls with convex
and prominent edges and Pottery with grooved edges (three edges).

potteries of the Islamic period can be divided into two main types, including unglazed
(Decorations removed and added on pottery, bottom image, silver colored mica particles
on pottery, Pottery with carvings, . potteries with a pattern of birds in a circle, Stamped
pottery from Arzanfoud and comparable samples and Pottery with inlaid decoration)
and glazed (Pottery with single-color of lapis lazuli glaze, Potteries with a prominent
pattern under monocolor glaze, Sgraffiato pottery, Zarinfam pottery, Pottery with animal
motifs, underglaze painting type, Pottery with underglaze painting (Ghalam Meshki),
Pottery with underglaze painting and Pottery with blue and white glaze).

Conclusion

The pottery found in the Arzanfoud area can be divided into two groups of historical
periods, including the Parthian and Sasanian periods, as well as the Islamic period.
Parthian period pottery includes types: Clinky, Pottery jar with one vertical handle and
jar with two vertical handle; Sassanid period pottery includes types; the plate with a
simple flat edge turned outwards, the bowl with a Pigeon head rim, Bowls with convex
and prominent edges and Pottery with grooved edges (three edges).

The pottery of the Islamic period of this site belongs to the middle and late
Islamic centuries (Seljuq, Ilkhanid, Timurid and Safavid), among which the pottery
of the Ilkhanid period in Arzanfoud is of considerable importance. According to the
archaeological research conducted in Arzanfoud, no evidence of a pottery kiln has been
found so far, but surface evidence and findings related to pottery production have been
observed in the area. On the other hand, silver and gold mica and quartz particles can be
seen in much earthenware, which, due to the location of mica and quartz mines in the

area and the vicinity of the area, can probably be the production of some earthenware
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in the area. One of the interesting points of interest in the historical and Islamic pottery
of Arzanfod is the great similarity with the pottery types of other historical and Islamic
sites of Hamadan province, including: Hegmataneh Tape, Zainoabad Tape of Bahar,
Laodiceh of Nahavand and especially the architecture of the Samen underground
handmade troglodytic in Malayer, which has the most similarity with Arzanfod’s pottery

findings, which shows extensive cultural connections.
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Fig. 5. The plate with a simple flat edge turned outwards (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 6. The bowl with a Pigeon head rim (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 9. (Right): Decorations removed and added on pottery, bottom image, silver colored

mica particles on pottery (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 10. (left): Pottery with carvings (Authors, 2020).

Sopbs Sopr (o b gSan Cyguods (o S g deu) 993 ol o (Boaehas 893 50 ojugn g
Calisne culalal 9 L.‘Bg)_]o 35,0."))] dl.bd.ujl.o_w o 0 (YO :YVA ‘LSJ“’O}’) S o (puid
doait 99 31 4S5 310 399 (ol diged 15 (g)lge yd tlodis 1S3 ((epoliuwl) gy Sguis L
AREL 2lgs g anway (5ld bolad cwl oas oolatwl lelgs ygods (gp40 5 (B (S5
Cowl odalin J..Le UKJ_:).: UPeD )—.."9‘) u_’| 019y0 § 63 dlul d»_b :\_’.b N dSuW
o3l o 4 B 93 s 9 il 035 5 e B 90 Coyguo s Lzl Bgy o 55 2
Sl 3ylae yidun yo 48 i o gldg) sl chly Bopbs ol s er tasloas
BoiSo (sladiged du (ylas oo dgailyl claadl b duslio BB cladiges dlossl (V) jogual)
5! oJ._wg,Qw’f ladises o (WYAF () 8an 5 (Sbyussl ted) ;oMo poliw LSiws (gylons
(send) LIC; «(YY-VF gl (AN YA Soga) edyun (Wilkinson, 1973: 358) gL
3 a0, o) Lal (10 YA (o libdo 5 alpd) s ((YE-VA 1glas ¥ (o), S an
ol 0 ool b ailiw (g9)p 4SSl sloged 9 585 (12l LS 53 55530 (slanabogeo
Boybs 3l b 35 Byl 8590 30 (WY joguald) Cawl ouis el aline (sl diges dgdslyyl o aS
bt an Bgy> (B 1S5 ol 5 olasl ol slag b ol s Lol gy o5 45
ool @ygoh Lagas 039 508 5 (69550 brad (ShID consl (855 sloanS 2y (35S
9 ol_'iafw S L JbuLoC)L; LSL“’LS)S-’“:’TB &:>9§ L;La;o),o.& ‘)‘Jc\.’i.w.) &.555 L;Lmohf

O GB,KG) ol 9y By g b 00jdB i dgud b didlaw V) yguas
Fig. 11. potteries with a pattern of birds in a circle (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 12. Stamped pottery from Arzanfoud and comparable samples (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 13. Pottery with inlaid decorations from Arzanfoud and comparable samples (Authors,
2020).
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Fig. 14. Pottery with single-color of lapis lazuli glaze from Arzanfoud and comparable
samples (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 15. The sample Pottery and tile with plain glaze from Arzanfoud (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 16. The sample Pottery with monocolor glaze from Arzanfoud and comparable samples
(Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 17. Potteries with a prominent pattern under monocolor glaze from Arzanfoud
(Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 18. Pottery with a prominent pattern under the green glaze from Arzanfoud and

comparable samples (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 19. Sgraffiato pottery from Arzanfoud and comparable samples (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 20. Zarinfam pottery with lapis lazuli from Arzanfoud and comparable samples
(Authors, 2020).
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comparable sample (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 22. Pottery with underglaze painting (Ghalam Meshki) from Arzanfoud (Authors,
2020).
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comparable samples (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 24. Pottery with underglaze painting from Arzanfoud and comparable samples
(Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 26. Pottery with blue and white glaze from Arzanfoud and comparable samples
(Authors, 2020).
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