Downloaded from journal.richt.ir at 14:35 IRST on Sunday

[ 20 |

Motaleat-e Bastanshenasi-e Parseh (MBP)
I Vol. 6 Il No. 20 || Summer 2022 ||

Journal Homepage: http://journal.richt.ir/mbp/
P. ISSN: 2645-5048 & E. ISSN: 2645-5706

Research Indtitute of
Cultural Heritage
and Tourism

Motaleat-e Bastanshenasi-e Parseh
(MBP)

Parseh Journal of Archaeological
Studies
Journal of Archeology Department of
Archeology Research Institute, Cultural
Heritage and Tourism Research
Institute (RICHT), Tehran, Iran

Publisher: Cultural Heritage and
Tourism Research Institute (RICHT).
Copyright©2022, The Authors. This
open-access article is published under
the terms of the Creative Commons.

A Study of the Livestock Community of Susa in
Proto-Elamite Period

Forouzan, F.'; Yousefi Zashk, R.2; Tavoosi, M.

Type of Article: Research

Pp: 35-58

Received: 2020/08/24; Accepted: 2021/01/04
4 https://dx.doi.org/10.30699/PJAS.6.20.35

Abstract

One of the most important and controversial prehistoric cultural periods is Proto
Elamite period, which can be considered as a revolution in the development, growth
and development of communication and interaction of the people of that period, in
the period of 3300 to 3000 B.C Many changes took place in this golden age, which
itself is due to the existence of political and social complexities. During this period,
livestock unions were formed, which had an Proto Elamite writting on the inscriptions
of this period. The union’s livelihood was based on animal husbandry. The economies of
monogamous and farming communities are fully integrated with the livestock nomadic
economy, and farmers are therefore the direct economic dependents of nomadic unions.
Of course, it goes without saying that nomadic ranchers also need farmers, but this was
not always the case. Farmers provided some of the farmers’ grains, but the farmers
continued to cultivate. They usually had rainfed agriculture. But in general, the most
important livestock economy is herding, and farmers needed to migrate to find forage,
and on the other hand, the very hot weather in the area of Susa was not tolerable for
livestock, and farmers had to migrate to colder areas. The inscriptions are very important
in this cultural period. Inscriptions changed from counting mode to scrolls for managing
office and animal documents that were thought-provoking. One of the most significant
areas of the fourth millennium BC is the area of Susa, which in this period has a lot of
livestock inscriptions. In this article, the authors try to analyze the type and number of
livestock inscriptions, the existence of a nomadic union, and subsequently the bipolarity

of the Susa community in the early Elamite period.
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Introduction

Proto Elamaite refers to a period in history that chronologically shows 14 carbon
samples obtained from millions of times between 3300 and 3000 BC.( Dahl et al, 2013:
358). But the end of this cultural period is not very clear yet (Pats, 1396: 99). Today,
there are various sites from this period in Iran, some of which have been excavated,
but according to the excavated sites, it covers a large part of the Iranian plateau, and
so far 8 of its sites have been identified with an integrated writing standard.some
of them like 1. Susa (Vallat, 1971) 2. Sialk (Ghrishman, 1938: XXXI) 3. Tal Geser
(Alizadeh, 2014). Proto Elamite writing has an integrated structure in terms of form,
writing and in terms of illustrating the ideas of the drawings. For example, in the field
of animal texts, all of them have used a series of common or close signs, and in most
cases, all of them have shown the difference between male and female goats, male
and female sheep, and lambs with a single sign .Also, the same collection counting
system is used.

Objective: To study the duality of the population of Susa (monogamous and
nomadic) in the fourth millennium BC is based on the inscriptions of Proto Elamaite
period, based on which it can be seen that Susa in Proto Elamate period is a bipolar
society. Indigenous and probably in the same language, the Mesopotamian family is
in the south of the Acropolis hill of Susa and a farming and pastoral community in the
north of the Acropolis hill. Each nation provided the economic market for the other.

Research Questions: Has a union of animal husbandry communities been formed in
Iran during Proto Elamaite period? Was Susa a community, farmer and cattle breeder in
the Proto Elamite period?? What cultural connections have there been between livestock
and monogamous communities?

Hypothesis: Considering the similarity of the structure and texts of Proto Elamite
in the Iranian plateau, it can be seen that there was a connection between these areas
and since the most consistency in the signs as well as the areas found in the herd. Early
Elamite writings are related to animal texts, it can be seen that the livestock community
may have played a role in this collection. These livestock communities in southwestern
Iran were in close contact with Susa to meet their material needs, and probably half of
Susa communities were forced to migrate to the highlands due to the large number of
livestock in the warmer months of the year.

Research Method: In this research, the aim is to reconstruct the herdsman
community living in the Susa area in the second half of the 4th millennium BC,
which according to the statistical analysis of the number of livestock tablets
compared to other Proto Elamite texts, shows that the most Note that these tablets
have livestock provisions. In fact, it is possible to understand the type of livelihood
of the Sush community in the Proto Elamite period from reading the tables, which
is that the people of Sush were cattle breeders in the north of the hill and farmers

in the south of the hill. The tablets obtained, which are mentioned in the research
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proposal, how to discover and decipher them, are very effective in achieving the

goal of this research.

Proto Elamite inscriptions obtained from Susa

Proto Elamite inscriptions were first found in the excavations of Susa in 1900. (De
Morgan, 1900: 130) Inscriptions are flattened clay fragments made by hand. They have
formed. And are cooked at low heat or not cooked at all. In their study, the authors
divided the Elamite inscriptions from Susa into two categories. One is the texts obtained
from MDP.17, most of which were found from the north of Susa hill, and the other is
the rest of the Susa inscriptions, which are generally obtained from the south of Susa
hill. Demorgan’s large trench in MDP.6 had less than 10 percent of the animal texts But
MDP.17 has the highest percentage of livestock statistics

Animal Texts of Susa

The content of all Elamite texts is administrative and related to the production,
storage and distribution of the product (Dahl, 2015). In Proto Elamite texts, various
signs are used for animals and livestock, but among them, only the sign of sheep and
goat can be recognized with complete certainty due to the similarity with the example of
the beginning of cuneiform can be distinguished from other animal signs. All livestock
and domestic animal signs used in the herd are shown with abstract signs. Also, one
of the most important factors related to livestock communities is the use of signs of

livestock products.

Conclusion

Today, in the southwest of Iran, there are nomadic communities that have land in summer
and winter, and apart from animal husbandry, whose main occupation is seasonal and
rainfed agriculture, which does not meet the consumption of the whole year. And trade
in livestock products and grains with the surrounding farming communities, and since
the life of nomads depends on climate and environment, and since the end of the fourth
millennium BC, major changes in water conditions and the weather in southwestern
Iran has not happened. It is possible that the life of the nomads in Proto Elamite period
was the same as now. By examining Proto Elamite tablets of Susa, it can be found that
a significant part of them (nearly one third of the texts) are concepts related to wages,
payment and in the field of livestock activity or collection and audit of livestock, and
Attention is also regular with agricultural activity or payment of wages. By classifying
the tablets and also according to the statistical concepts and percentages, it is determined
that more than 32% of Proto Elamite texts obtained from Trench I of Domkenam in the
north of the Acropolis hill are directly related to the counting and trading of livestock
and may be part of the payment inscriptions whose goods Not specified, also related to

livestock. According to Domkanem’s explanation, part of the inscriptions of the Great
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Trench of Damurgan is probably related to the texts of grain, storage and payment of
labor wages, and at the time of publication, it was merged with a part of the tablets
of the Great Trench in other Sush collections such as the book MDP.17 It has been
reported that if they are separated, the number of livestock in the north of Shush Hill will
probably reach a much higher number than %32. which in general can be understood the

livelihood and life of the people of Susa in Proto Elamite period.
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source (Afshari, 2018).


http://journal.richt.ir/mbp/article-1-401-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.30699/PJAS.6.20.35 

[ DOI: 10.30699/PJAS.6.20.35 ]

Downloaded from journal.richt.ir at 14:35 IRST on Sunday December 4th 2022

m)\i@mo\:m\go\d\hgl Do |

Sl iy a2 gicdly iS5 ¥ ot iz p s Sl la tglS Azl an g L
5l g el Sy dzsly 5l aius 8 eoluas g Jlos dzslys 5l MDP17 (gladiius S ples 45
i Lo Lel el susis e MDP 26 § MDP.6 )5 S5 doislys claains 84S Sl
JoaSTas Jlets 1 Sl yledye 48 edlys ¢lgs o cdiiwd MDP.17 ladiins 5] edas
Oste b doyd ds gL g wilanahy g (> )50 b coglite of Sumpb i oy
medfu_;l JI> busde 4 Lu)_?l ,\_my oa)Sl,\.\_, Jﬁ-‘*’ Lg)l_\.olo 4_,).\_““; anb ol el
pyd l_3 L“WJSEF u—..’| aS el u_,)yo).) u—..’l 9 .J.n‘cjo u.w.)dg).ﬁ.» RA9 268 ‘MDP 26
ey £ A e 13 8L Ll ool cawsds 4 51 cols sy Lgs wglize (gyalls
550 (S 450505 arandld i 93 Ay g Sl odalcnsods (eMBET sloa s S ogs
B o6y K00 9 090 0l 8L g as Jlood 51 ol Soas isw AS MDP.17 5l sdelccwsd
9 51533 5| e s tasl ool Cnsdsy gy g Sl Lagas 45 o slaains
S0 Al o Ao 3l g (ooSBLET anits VYD ne dlie Jolos 4 yge yrunds
YEAL o8)ge0 Sy3o &l (Scheil, 1935) ais S ¥AO L Jog,ST connd oy gt )0
B 5y Lel oy g0 it JS e dlbe it JS ¥ L JogySTa il Jlat g 4 JS
el g sz LB lacis 8 oganass o ggte (ooled ZTe (o o2l )2 45 i8S
Lol et 510 11551 5 00l s it (615 pgite To s gocrs y )3 Logas 5 Aiianss
il (bl h1s degamo yu b Les g conl paseidnl (i3 lop dlge b g cslop 58
Al dyg0 YV g ais ol cyste Yoo Lpis g 4 Jlooid A JS ¥ 90 31 S ol ad)S ), 8
o 4S8 bl dmgr b asdl g o Joli |y (yge ZYY 48 cwl old ¢ygo dlas (ghylo
Ogte Atwsd oyl 45 Wi B0 Syiy ditilys slaoglS 3l dsgare ol gloaiss S
o1 0se 7o 3haaS MDP.6 )3 ¢)8j500 Syi dtils sloaing IS )50 4 ax g5 b ool
Jre ()8 cds gozmo oyl 5l dtis IS astd 93 (gilulis ojgpel ailiwlio 48 ol ouel cowsay
Lol sl JSiio jlmn g CeolBud yto oo di Hlimo L gt a8 (giluslis 5 ol
51 Sy Ll 35 ¢ oliays .asl MDP.17 s s bogsye ool Lol dimyd iy e Lo ool o
Lo Lol ezl oslgs (ol (T 51 o] Yoo du SO035 (60Ls5 isu 4S adiel cawdds s S YA
Bl )0 i Jisled 1B ae T0e 31 ,2a8 lnes 45 0t Lol plo L oo i JS Y
Ol T VYV (i cygie 1do So03 e gone ol 53 ) YAD laejl s 0309 (29>
TN as Sy LS cdad o lis A5 cowl cold degaze ol 3l dasins JS¥Y Lpis g oyls isles
() ylogas) cawl ool olaisldgs asly old yaso

ECEE
5 Bz dn b )3 ey bl A8 At o (S35 (9900l pslg Wl g 50 09yl
020 Sygods b (65)slaS cconlan ol Jad oo Lol 45 gprald 5o g diiws (B3
@ypolie e § o> (claodyghs diwgals 4o 35 Blybl 5)5LiS xelgs L g 3y 0 plool
Pz Bl 31515l ol e g o Bl 4 iy Lagyz oS (S35 S sl 5 5 4555 0
Sl i Al ol 4o (liwysd cond puldl) Gosue y3 ASGE Lo (538 o)l st
b9 33 Loz S (oS53 Yt el 0015 g5y 0yl o ot (lypal bl )3 (slosos
U3 gals ol 3l csloias it 45 g5 ol L Lol o9 JL (sloj dslo a5 (ooSbyle]
a3l i oly Lings] 31 oS5 olucas Ly 5 oy iyl o 033900l o555 Syl


http://journal.richt.ir/mbp/article-1-401-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.30699/PJAS.6.20.35 

S|y | et s s s sobigen s e |

ovew saiins 5 by gte Moo
35%
30%

25%

[ DOI: 10.30699/PJAS.6.20.35 ]

20%
15%
10%

5%

0%
S5 adily Slos aiil 3 oz addly

L(Yvana ‘Ol?x»)lis) o Jgg){i@ alises ‘_glbw BL) Lf°"> OFe duoyd .\)1354.3
Chart 1. The percentage of livestock texts in different parts of the Susa Acropolis, (Authors,
2019).
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Fig 5. An example of some Proto Elamite inscriptions with animal contents obtained from

the north trench of the Acropolis of Susa (image by the author, design from CDLI website).
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