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Increasing media diversity on the one hand, and the availability of traditional
media (press, television) and modern media (cyberspace and social networks) on
the other, have led criminologists to examine the effects of the media on crime.
Carefully observed and studied Put. In this research, which has been prepared
and arranged in a descriptive-analytical method, the issues raised have been
around the answer to the basic question of ‘what negative role the media plays in
increasing crime rates in societies from the perspective of criminology and its
different approaches. The results and findings of the study confirm that
traditional and modern media are effective in committing crime. This effect
emanates from some cases such as the normalization of crime and the spread of
violence, imitation, learning and an increase in Crime rates, change in the
concept of crime, heroism, decline in media quality, disruption of the criminal
justice process, the spread of prostitution, violation of privacy and the like.
Different approaches to criminology in this regard also believe that the media
through moral fear, broken window theory, social control theory, populist
approach and the like will be effective in increasing crime. Other theories, such
as the theory of prevailing ideology, pluralism, coercion and anomaly, labeling,
and differential linking, agreed upon the effect of the media on crime.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

The branch of cultural criminology, has
more explained and investigated the role
of the media in committing and preventing
crimes than the other branches. Thus, this
research is prepared and organized in a
descriptive-analytical =~ method, and
centered around the answer to this basic
question that ‘from the perspective of
cultural criminology, what effect does the
media have on committing crimes and
preventing them in societies? The findings
of the research confirm that, in some
cases, this effect takes place in the light of
the reflection of information related to
crimes, such as the normalization of crime
and the spread of violence or imitation and
learning, etc. Cultural criminology also
believes that the media through moral
fear, populism approach and the like will
be effective in increasing crime. Other
theories such as the theory of ruling
ideology, pluralism and labeling are also of
the same opinion on the effect of media on
crime. The results of the research also
indicate that the capacity of the media is
also effective in the space of preventing
and dealing with crime, and it has
acceptable functions to prevent crime in
different topics such as public education
and notification of preventive measures.

2. Methods

The findings of the research show that the
media is a double-edged tool and can have
both negative and positive effects.
Considering the different viewpoints, the
aspect that is desirable from the author's
point of view and seems to be less
mentioned, is the serious will of the
governing media systems to recognize the
existing pests with causing the least
amount of damage.
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3. Findings

The research method was descriptive-
analytical, inferred with a theoretical and
fundamental method and there are
suggestions and solutions attached at the
end. Before entering into the analysis of
the nature of the subject, it is necessary to
present the existing views. In the following
few sentences the process of doing this
research is explained. First, the
introduction is mentioned which is
followed by an explanation of the subject.
Second, the existing theories are
examined. Third, the negative effects and
examples of the media on committing
crimes are pointed out and finally
solutions are proposed.

4. Conclusion

The results and findings of the research
confirm that traditional and modern media
effect on committing crimes. This effect
emanates from some cases such as the
normalization of crime and the spread of
violence, imitation, learning and an
increase in Crime rates. In this regard,
cultural criminology believes that the
media will be effective in increasing crime
through moral fear, broken windows
theory, social control theory, populism
approach and the like. Other theories such
as the theory of ruling ideology, pluralism,
pressure and abnormality, labeling and
differential bonding are also of the same
opinion on the influence of the media on
committing crimes.

The results of the research also indicate
that the capacity of the media, in addition
to its effect on the commission of crime, is
also effective in the space of preventing
and dealing with the commission of crime.
In different kind of discussions such as
public  education, notification  of
preventive measures, modification of
media programs, dealing with media

Hamzeh Karaminaghibi, Behzad Razavifard, Hasanali Moazenzadegan. The effectiveness of the media in committing
and preventing crime in the light of cultural criminology



&8

=== Comparative Law Biquarterly

violence, especially in the field of children
and teenagers, it is good to use virtual
space to prevent crimes. Various theories
of social expectations, individual and
structural functionalism, theory of
accumulation and theory of cultural
formation, agree that the media can be
used to prevent crime. Overall, the media
is dual-function; an increase in the
number of crimes, and a reduction of
crimes are respectively its disadvantage
and advantage.

Following of the obtained results, the
proof or rejection of the hypotheses
should be mentioned. Based on our
primary proved hypotheses in the
research, the postmodern foundation and
cultural criminology theories believe that
the media cause crimes through
education, modeling and promotion of
consumerism, advertising and violence. As
it is proved through the research, based on
the theories of cultural criminology, crime
is presented as a commodity to be offered
to the audience

Another hypothesis regarding what
kind of crimes occur in the society
through the media was also proved. Many
crimes are committed due to the influence
of the media, because some of the
methods of committing them or criminal
ideas are learned through the media.
Media may cause the commitment of
different kind of crimes such as those that
have an imitative aspect, such as robbery,
or many crimes that occur in groups and
gangs, such as kidnapping or those related
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to narcotics and also, crimes that do not
require physical presence, such as those
committed through cyberspace, hacking
and phishing,

The final hypothesis in this research
was to find the solutions to deal with the
impact of the media on committing
crimes. Due to the situational and social
prevention  capacities, issues like
establishing laws and regulations on the
media, classifying the access to the media
based on age groups, culture building and
educational using, can be considered as
solutions. Moreover, the prohibition of
showing extreme violence, the prohibition
of the way of committing various crimes in
the media, and the prohibition of
publicizing some crimes by the media due
to their influential content, are among
other solutions that were mentioned in
this research.
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