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: Abstract

: Geotourism is a nascent phenomenon that has recently entered the tourism
. literature and gained global acceptance. Tourism is also a social, cultural, and
: commercial phenomenon, which requires people to move to a place other than
: their place of residence and work. Tourism is becoming one of the main pillars
: of economic development. Many development policymakers also cite the
¢ tourism industry as a key element of sustainable development. Given this role
¢ and position, tourism in a place can not only be effective in the development of
: that place, but also affect the development of some indicators in the
: environment. Obviously, the expansion of geotourism activities can generate
¢ income and employment for residents of areas with these attractions. Taleghan
: area is located in the middle of a valley in the southern part of central Alborz.
: Due to its geological and climatic characteristics, landscapes and
: geomorphological and geological sites, this area is an attractive center for
¢ tourists in Alborz and Tehran provinces. In this research, after library and
¢ documentary studies and field studies and natural studies, the attractions and
: geosites of the region have been identified and mapped. Then, using
: Kubalikova method, the potential of geotourism was evaluated in 18 sites of
: the region. These attractions and sites include caves, waterfalls, lakes and
: villages with special landscapes and tourism purpose. The results showed that
: at least 6 geosites are valuable. They are high and the rest of the sites are of
: moderate value. The sites of Taleghan Dam Lake, Orazan village, Kirkboud
: waterfall, Orazan waterfall, Dizan village and Ghamish lake have the highest
: geotourism potentials. At present, the studied sites have more scientific-
¢ intrinsic and educational value, but with proper planning, management and
: investment, the economic and acquired potential values of these geosites can

be used to the maximum. Therefore, proper planning of services and
infrastructure in this field can help the local and regional economy.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Tourism is an industry that has significant
economic and social effects. Creating
employment and achieving stable and
appropriate foreign exchange income as well as
mutual cultural recognition in line with
international peace and harmony are the
economic and social effects of this industry.
Tourist attractions can attract tourists
according to their attractiveness, and in this
context, the structure of these attractions is
very important in attracting tourists.Taleghan
city is one of the cities that has many tourist
attractions and always calls tourists to it. In the
current research, it has been tried to identify
the attractive tourist places, geo-tourist areas,
and the degree of importance of each place
based on the method. Kobalikva should be
identified and measures should be taken to
improve these areas as much as possible. One
of the important questions in the study of the
study area is which of the places visited by
tourists in Taleghan city is the most visited and
noticed based on the Kobalikova method and
has a high position in attracting tourism.
Another important point is that the less visited
places are effective in attracting tourism. Also,
the identification of the tourist attractions of
Taleghan is one of the things that needs to be
investigated and researched in the tourism area
and is one of the necessities of the research.

Methodology

This method emphasizes more on scientific and
educational criteria. This method was presented
in 2013 by Kubalikova. Also, this method has
been used to evaluate geosites. Kobalikova, by
summarizing the various existing evaluation
methods and adding some new indicators, has
presented her findings in the form of a scoring
table by the Kobalikova method (Table 2). The
criteria are divided into five groups and cover
almost all features of geotourism. There are a
total of 18 sub-criteria for the 5 main criteria.
The basis of the first group of criteria
(scientific and intrinsic values) is based on
geological principles, the integrity and
virginity of the place, and the definitions of
geotourism with a geomorphological and
geological perspective. The second group of

criteria is (educational values). And the
educational content of environmental issues,
protection and protection of host communities,
active evaluation and interpretation of its
principles. The basis of the third category of
criteria  (economic values) is based on
principles such as tourist satisfaction, benefit
for local communities and diversity and
marketing. And the preservation of natural
resources and some principles of protection
include the combination of the fourth
principles of the criteria (acquired values). The
evaluation of the potential of geotourism is
finally obtained from the sum of the obtained
points. All sub-criteria are scored with points
from zero to one. The maximum total score in
this method for each geosite will be 18.5.
Using the criteria given in the table below,
each of the tourist attractions of the studied
area has been evaluated and given points. Each
of the attractions has been tried for its
development in the direction of regional
planning.

Results and Discussion

Although the geosites and natural and
historical-cultural attractions of this region are
very rich, but in this research, caves,
waterfalls, lakes and villages with natural-
cultural attractions are mainly discussed.
According to the investigations, 18 types of
attractions and geosites, including seven
waterfalls, four waterfalls, two lakes and five
villages with beautiful nature and landscape
and the purpose of tourism were identified and
evaluated as the most important attractions of
the region (Table 2). The geological and
geomorphic structure of the city is such that
there are at least 4 beautiful caves including
Viran Cave, Deh Dar Cave, Bezaj Cave and
Parachan Cave in this area, which have
geotourism values. The most famous waterfalls
of Taleghan are: Terno Waterfall, Sepidab
waterfall, Orazan waterfall, Kirkbod waterfall,
Khachireh waterfall, Mehran waterfall and
Gete Deh waterfall. Villages with tourist
attractions and natural landscapes are other
complementary geotourism sites that can be
considered as tourism target villages along
with other natural attractions. Table (3) shows
some of the most important tourism target
villages, the most important of which is the
village of Orazan, Armut, Dizan, Gete Deh and
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Grub. The Taleghan Dam Lake is the largest
artificial lake in this region. This lake, which is
located behind the Taleghan Dam, has a very
attractive and pleasant environment. The banks
around this lake are small bays. In the estuary,
the permanent and seasonal rivers that have
been flowing into the Taleghan River since
ancient times have progressed and have caused
the creation of very unique landscapes from the
advance of the water to the land. An asphalt
road in the north of the lake extends from
Zaydasht to Glink and bypassing the lake from
the northern angle to the village of Armot, the
only settlement adjacent to Taleghan Lake, and
from there to the village of Sohan, which is
considered a suitable access way to use the
surroundings of this lake. Among its
spectacular beaches, we should mention the
flat area of Feshandak Lot and around Zidasht
and especially Armut as access points to the
shore of this lake. Mirash Lake (Ghamish) is
also a small lake located near Mirash village
and it is one of the pristine and beautiful tourist
attractions of the region in terms of landscape
and weather. Figure (4) shows some examples
of Taleghan basin attractions. In addition to the
mentioned and investigated attractions, it
should be mentioned that this area has Prab
rivers with very beautiful gardens and groves,
which are among its other tourism potentials.
Snow-covered and high peaks and sometimes
glaciers are also considered as other sports and
nature tourism attractions, peaks that are more
than 3000 meters to 4300 meters high,
including Saad, Zarin Koh, Kahar, Lashkar and
Qaleh Naz peaks, especially in The northern
and northeastern parts of the basin. After
identifying the main geosites of the basin, each
attraction was scored using the criteria and
sub-criteria of the Kubalikova method (Table
2). The results of the scores and valuation are
presented in Table (4). Then, the sites were
ranked based on the scores. These scores and
rankings can help prioritize planning and
tourism investment in the region.

Conclusion

Based on Table (5), Taleghan Dam Lake,
Urazan Village, Karakbud Waterfall, Urazan
Waterfall, Dizan Village and Ghamish Lake
have high geotourism potential and can be
prioritized in tourism planning and public and
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private sector investment. According to these
findings, the need to review and carry out the
comprehensive tourism plan as well as the
comprehensive geotourism plan of Taleghan
region, as well as the study plans of the target
villages for tourism should be on the agenda of
the relevant officials. Since this area is
currently in summer and holidays is a tourist
destination for many residents of the
metropolitan areas of Karaj and Tehran, the
need to pay attention to its infrastructure and
tourism  services, especially in selected
geosites, is very important. It should be noted
that there is a possibility of more geotourism
attractions being known in the future in this
area. Therefore, it is suggested that the
geotourism attractions of this region be fully
and comprehensively identified in the future
studies and evaluated using other methods such
as GAM, Brillha (2015) and the tourist use
potential method. As a result, by using regional
planning in the Taleghan area, in line with the
development of the tourism industry, according
to the capabilities of the region, measures can
be taken to increase the capacity of the most
visited geosites, as well as to improve the
tourism level of medium and less visited
geosites, and the steps Greatness in this field.
Also, according to the above table, a clear
answer can be given to the research question,
because according to the implementation of the
Kubalikova model, which scores the places and
takes into account all the cognitive dimensions
of the place, Taleghan Dam Lake, Orazan
Village, Karakbud  Waterfall, Orazan
Waterfall, Dizin Village, and Ghamish Lake
They have obtained higher points and have a
higher degree of importance for tourists, and
other places have almost less visits than the
first category. In the researches that have been
carried out in line with the goal of tourism,
various aspects of tourism have been
discussed, but the present research has
evaluated all the cognitive aspects of a popular
place, and therefore the present research has an
innovative aspect. It is hoped that the current
research will be a small step in the excellence
and development of the tourism industry of
Taleghan.
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