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Rural tourism is one of the most important types of tourism that plays an important role
Received: 16/07/2021 in socio-economic development of rural communities and can be effective in economic
Revised: 26/09/2021 independence, creation of new job opportunities and improvement of social conditions of

Accepted: 23/11/2021 rural women. One of the interesting and new measures of rural tourism development is

the creation of eco-tourism resorts. The purpose of this study is to investigate the role of
tourism and development of eco-tourism resorts in economic and social empowerment of
rural women. This is an applied and developmental research with a descriptive-analytic
approach with a deductive approach. Required information was collected through library,
documentary and field studies (interview tools, questionnaires and direct observation).
The statistical population of the study consisted of 110 rural women (permanent and non-
permanent) employed in Khorasan Razavi resettlement centers that were established
between 94 and 96 years, including 21 residences in 13 villages and 3 cities of the
province. Data were analyzed by SPSS software and one sample T-test and Friedman test
were used to test the research hypotheses. The development of eco-lodges in the study
area with an overall average of 2.5 has had a small effect on the economic empowerment
of rural women. But the social effects were obtained with an average of 2.8 higher,
which indicates more effects on women's social empowerment. With the Farid Man rank
test, it was found that the highest rank of economic empowerment belongs to the index
of "increasing job opportunities” and the highest rank of social empowerment belongs to
Keywords: the increase of "sense of spatial belonging”. Also, Pearson test showed a positive
rural tourism, ecotourism correlation between economic and social empowerment of rural women.

resorts, empowerment rural
women, Khorasan Razavi.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Rural tourism is one of the types of tourism that plays an important role in the social development of rural
communities, and in economic independence, creating new job opportunities and improving the social
conditions of rural women. One of the new and new arrangements in this regard is to create a canvas residence
in rural areas of Khorasan Razavi province, which examines its impact on the empowerment of rural women
working in these residences.

Study Area
The study area consists of 21 Ecology in villages of Khorasan Razavi province, founded in 2015 to 2018 and
created a total of 110 rural women employed.

Material and Methods

The present research is a descriptive-analytical method. In order to collect information, documentary, library
and field methods were used. The research questionnaire was prepared as closed questions in the form of Likert
scale on a rating scale. The face validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by academic experts and with
Cronbach's alpha test, the reliability of research indicators was confirmed from 0.87 to 0.89. Descriptive and
inferential statistics (sample t-test and Friedman test) in SPSS software were used to analyze the data. 12
indicators and 37 items were used to identify the effects of eco-lodges on economic and social empowerment of
rural women. The statistical population of the study includes 110 rural women working (permanent and non-
permanent) in eco-lodges in Khorasan Razavi, which are about three years old. Therefore, the accommodations
that were established in 1994-97 constitute the analysis unit, which includes 21 accommodations.

Result and Discussion

Out of 110 rural women working in 21 eco-lodges, the majority are in the age group of 30 to 40 years. 48%
have primary education and 35.5% have a diploma or higher. 86.4% have permanent residence in the village
and the rest have a semi-permanent presence. 53% are engaged in cooking, 37.3% in cleaning and 9% in
accommodation and management. In the section of the inferential findings, it was found that employment in
their social development was positive and moderate, and in 'strengthening confidence' with an average of 3.2
and the 'sense of spatial belonging' with an average 3.6. But in the economic dimension, all indicators are
evaluated at a low level (mean 2.5). The Friedman ranking test showed that the highest influence on the
economic empowerment of women was 'increasing job opportunities,' and ‘economic prosperity and market for
crafts and products', which has little to cause income. In terms of economic effects, The Friedman ranking test
showed that the highest influence on the economic empowerment of women was 'increasing job opportunities,'

and ‘economic prosperity and the sale of crafts and products', which has been somewhat income.

Conclusion

The results of the study showed that the employment of rural women in Khorasan Razavi ecologies was
effective in creating job opportunities, selling crafts and their financial independence, but had little income. But
in social empowerment, women have been more effective and has been confident and increased their
participation spirit.

These results are aligned with the research of Yaghubi et al. (2018), because they also found that the canvas
resorts have promoted psychological and social indicators, but the effect on economic and political indicators is
at a low level. But the results of Vosoughi and Ghasemi research (2014), Parveen (2013), Krishna et al. (2014),
Bhusan et al. (2015) showed that tourism has been effective in both economic and social empowerment of
women. Which is somewhat different from the results of this research. Therefore, in order to increase the
economic effects of tourism on women studied, upgrading their education and knowledge of civil rights and
citizenship, as well as the adoption of wage laws equal to men.

Key words: rural tourism, ecotourism resorts, empowerment rural women, Khorasan Razav.
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