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Abstract:

Perception of risks and awareness of their effects based on the rational nature of human biology
and his desire for survival always reduce the likelihood of hazards and improve preparedness for
possible effects. In this regard, the present study sought to investigate and analyze the effects of
perception of flood risk on the resilience of local communities in the rural families of Binalood
County. This study was a descriptive-analytical research in terms of method and an applied research in
terms of purpose. The unit of analysis in this study included 190 rural households in the area, which
was determined by using the Cochran's formula with an error of 0.07. The results of the statistical
analysis indicated that the indicators of emotional and cognitive dimensions of perception with the
average values of 3.5 and 3.1 had the highest impacts and functional dimension with an average value
of 2.5 had the lowest impact at the sample level. Also, the results of evaluating the effects of risk
perception on the resilience by using the regression test indicated that among the dimensions of risk
perception, cognitive dimension had the greatest effect on the resilience of the studied villages. On the
other hand, based on the results of the analysis of variance, there was a significant difference between
the resilience levels of groups with different levels of risk perception in the local communities.
Moreover, the groups with moderate level of perception had the highest resilience among the other
groups. Rural women also had a greater understanding of flooding and its probability of occurrence.
As a result, they were more resilient. On the other hand, comparison of the levels of perception and
resilience between the insured and uninsured people showed that the insured people had more
perception and resilience than the uninsured people.
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Introduction:

Findings of the effects of risk perception on resilience can be used to identify systems of resilience
and adopt policies tailored to the levels of perception and resilience in local communities. Resilience
of rural communities has become one of the most important issues in recent decades in such a way that
many studies have been written about natural hazards and resilience of local communities. In recent
years, disaster management in the programs of natural hazard reduction has tried to create and
strengthen the characteristics of resilient communities. The aim of this study was to investigate and
analyze the effects of flood risk perception on the resilience of local communities in rural families in
Binalood, Mashhad. The results of comparing the villagers’ average opinions based on one-sample t-
test showed that the values of T-statistic in all the indicators except the performance index were higher
than the average value (3). All dimensions of the independent variable of risk perception and the
dependent variable of resilience of communities to risks indicated their significant effects on
measuring and evaluating the variable purpose. The results showed that the villagers were at a
moderate level in terms of perception and resilience. Therefore, paying attention to increasing
understanding of the local community in terms of their ability and resistance to dangers, such as
floods, was one of the most important factors for realizing their confrontation with dangers. Thus, an
important source of information, cognition, and awareness can determine the outcome of a general
behavior like resilience. This study also showed that there was a relationship between the perception
of local communities and resilience to disasters by 0.616%, which indicated the importance of the
relationship between these two variables and their coordinated changes. On the other hand, the
difference in the structures of perception of risks between the two groups of men and women
(women’s higher perception of the risks) indicated the importance of the women’s role in such events.
Their greater understanding of risks could lead to increased resilience and consequently less
vulnerability. The results of perception and resilience between the insured and uninsured people
showed inequality of the structures of perception of risks and resilience among these people,
indicating a higher perception and resilience among the insured people. Multivariate regression was
used to measure the effects of the different dimensions of risk perception on resilience. The results
obtained from the villagers showed that the perception of the studied local community with the
resilience index of 0.715 had a positive relationship with its strong intensity in terms of the coefficient
of impact of variables on resilience. The cognitive dimension with an impact factor of 0.696 had the
highest positive effect on resilience. In fact, perception of risks by more people increases their
readiness to face natural hazards, thus accelerating resilience and consequently helping them cope with
the risks and more quickly recover after them.

Methodology:

This research was based on a descriptive-analytical method and the research type was applied and
quantitative. Thus, the field survey data were used to explain the research objectives. The main tool
for data collection was a researcher-made questionnaire based on the indicators and variables extracted
from theoretical topics. The study was performed in the two dimensions of the independent variable of
risk perception and dependent variable of local community resilience. The unit of analysis in this study
included the rural households. Professors and experts in this field were employed to assess validities of
the indicators and variables. Also, 12 rural points, which could be exposed to floods and riverbanks,
were selected as the study area. The sample size was determined by using Cochran's formula with an
error of 0.07%. Of the total number of 4780 households in the statistical population, 190 households
were evaluated with at least 10 questionnaires by dividing the proportion of the remaining samples
between the studied villages. Cronbach’s alpha test was used to calculate the questionnaire reliability.
The alpha coefficient of the questionnaire was 0.76, which indicated its reliability with acceptable
internal consistency. In the next step, the quantitative data obtained from the descriptive and
inferential tests were analyzed by using SPSS software. Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was utilized to
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evaluate normality of the data distribution. Then, the tests of mean comparison, Pearson correlation
and regression, and analysis of variance were applied to measure the perception level of the local
community to flood risk and its resilience, as well as the relationship and impacts of these two
variables according to the type of data.

Discussion:

The results of the present study showed that being aware of the causes of these crises and
recognizing their real effects were effective in resilience and preparedness for these disasters and
could reduce the number of casualties and the people affected. Based on the results of the correlation
test, the strong effects of the indicators of local community perception on its resilience to natural
hazards, especially in the cognitive and emotional dimensions, confirmed this fact. Among the various
dimensions, the most desirable dimension was the cognitive dimension, which involved the highest
proportion of the subjects. The role of the emotional dimension in the indicators (probability of
occurrence, fear of occurrence, feeling of fear, security of life, perception of security during sleep, and
a sense of dominance and control) was found to be more desirable in resilience. The analysis of
variance test also made a statistically significant difference between at least one of the groups and the
others assuming that the people's resilience was partly a function of their understanding, awareness,
and knowledge about risks. Based on the results, most of the subjects had a moderate level of risk
perception.

Conclusion:

According to the results of the present study, it couls be said that it was not possible to completely
control hazards, including floods, but the damage could be minimized by following proper
management and strategies, such as raising awareness of the local community through training
programs, which could increase its resilience though most accidents do not give people enough
opportunity to even use the most essential facilities. For this reason, it is necessary to plan and prepare
the exposed population to deal with such conditions. In fact, the areas with knowledge and perception
are less exposed to risks and people will be more resilient to disasters. Therefore, knowledge and
awareness as the important components of resilience and adaptation to risks are vital for the society.
Various educational interventions at the individual and social levels are crucial to increase people’s
levels of cognition and awareness, as well as their behaviors and responses to risks. People with a high
and sufficient understanding of risks insure their assets in addition to showing better preparedness and
response to disasters, which affect their resilience after the occurrence of risks. Another important
point is that the functional dimension can be considered to be parallel with operationalization of the
perception of risks and a kind of desire for prevention, which is the third step after perception.
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Figure (1) Conceptual model of research: Analysis of the level of perception of local communities of
flood risk and its impact on disaster resilience; (Authors, 2021)
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Figure (2) Map of the political situation of the studied villages
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Table (4) Assessing the importance of the dimensions of perception and resilience to disasters for
villagers; (Authors, 2021)

40 Hluob! Aol M| e s oslel e S il RSl
SN s 53 oSk & lskas !5 t e sl P
L o2l
JYNA oeaey Ay L) YAQ V/AVY AL T I VAR e st (Sl
+/00Y1 /4844 /64 \V0 s A4 Y4/) Y ANV | YA | el
—+/Ee00 +/OVAL —+/EAAEY ARK YAQ =V+/A0¢ LAYy Y/0\+0 63 Shas
YDA ATAY /Y e A4 UFA /LYY \rA slasdl sl
VAR JYVAE /Y4084 s A4 YE/YA VARYS A B VAL TS B VeS Sleboz|
VAT eV SAYYY DARR YAQ £/£Y4 A\ AT IR VAR sMls S

31 1 e el 1ol Slajasls o (Koot b ) 2

A eslial (5Tl b et STosl Aaily s Sl g (Sond 0031 51 ila ke 03 pdle 5 4 4 5 L
3ymp s0as0l 5 hsliae /0 Sl S e 53 (W) Olpee 4 (Stad oy 2 el s = ol
LS Les pr (531 Ol s ¢ s ol Ssl e IBIL oS ne s Sl ke 53 o editens Alai
(0 Jsdr) b o Sl ol

V£t O Ny $) O gy (Kisod 2 b (55516 iin g s STl oy sl gy 2 (0) Sk
Table (5) Investigation of the relationship between risk perception and resilience variable with
Pearson correlation coefficient; (Authors, 2021)
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Table (6) Relationship between perception indicators and resilience indicators
(Authors, 2021)
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Table (7) Assessing the perception of risk between two groups of respondents (male and female) by
t-test of two independent samples; (Authors, 2021)
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Table (8) Comparison of the effect of perception between two groups of men and women using t-test
of two independent groups; (Authors, 2021)
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Table (9) Mean and standard deviation related to the comparison of perception and resilience
between the insured and uninsured groups; (Authors, 2021)
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Table (10) Comparison of the difference between perception and resilience to risk between the two
groups of insured and uninsured using t-test of two independent groups; (Authors, 2021)
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Table (11) Correlation value, adjusted coefficient of determination and standard error of estimating
the effect of perception on resilience; (Authors, 2021)
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Table (12) Multiple correlation coefficient of the effect of perception indicators on resilience
(Authors, 2021)
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Table (13) Non-standard regression coefficient and standard for predicting the resilience of local

communities; (Authors, 2021)
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Table (16) The last stage of clustering the risk perception variable (Authors, 2021)
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Table (17) Comparison of mean resilience between different groups (Authors, 2021)
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Table (18) Leven test (homogeneity of variances) (Authors, 2021)
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Table (19) Examining the differences in resilience at different levels of risk perception
(Authors, 2021)
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Table (20) Shows homogeneous groups in terms of risk perception (Authors, 2021)
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