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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate the determinants of the tendency of saffron
farmers in Farooj County to form an agricultural cooperative from the perspective of collective
action. This research was conducted through the survey approach and a researcher-made
questionnaire was used to collect information. The statistical population included all saffron farmers
in the research area (N = 3900[). The sample size was estimated using Cochran's formula gn:150)
and the respondents were selected by stratified random sampling. Descriptive and inferential
statistics such as correlation coefficient test, multiple rergfression analysis, and path analysis were
used to analyze the data. All statistical analyzes were performed using SPSS22. To investigate the
relationship between the dependent variable, the tendency to form a cooperative with independent
variables: possible collective actions, the perceived positive impacts of cooperative formation, and
the perceived negative impacts of cooperative formation, a correlation matrix was formed. Based
on the findings, It can be seen that there was a direct and significant relationship between the
tendency to establish cooperative and possible collective actions and the perceived ﬂositive impacts
of cooperative formation at the level of 99% confidence. In contrast, the relationship between the
tendency to form cooperative, possible collective actions, the perceived positive impacts of
cooperative formation on the one hand, and the perceived negative impacts of cooperative
formation, on the other hand, has become negative and significant. This means that the more
respondents are likely to have negative impacts as result of forming a cooperative, the less likely
they are to form a cooperative. On the other hand, as the respondents’ collective action experience
increases and they are more IikeI?/ to experience positive outcomes from the cooperative, their
tendency to form a cooperative will increase. The Bath analysis method was used to investigate the
direct and indirect effects of the independent variables on the dependent variable of the tendency to
a cooperative formation. The results of path analysis of the variables affecting the tendency to
cooperative formation revealed that the variables of the possible collective actions, perceived
positive impacts of cooperative formation, and perceived negative impacts of cooperative
formation have a direct effect on the tendency to cooperative formation. In addition, the
experienced collective action variable has an indirect effect on the final variable (tendency to
cooperative formation) through the two mediating variables of the perceived positive impacts of
cooperative formation and perceived negative impacts of cooPerative formation. Among these, the
highest effect on the tendency to cooperative formation is related to the collective action variable
(0.688). The variables of the perceived positive impacts of cooperative formation with a total
impact of 0.281 are in the second place and the variables of the perceived negative impacts of
cooperative formation with a total impact of -0.173 are in the third place. The capability and
tendency to cooperate in collective action issues—such as integrated and value-added saffron
cultivation and Iproductlon based on the exploitation of common resources or the provision of farm
inputs—is a vital determining factor of sustainable community development in rural areas.

Keywords: Saffron growers, Collective action, Tendency, Cooperative formation, Farooj
County
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