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Abstract

The significance of the present study is that it emphasizes the decisive role of
linguistic, pragmatic and cognitive parameters in the occurrence of di- and/or con-
vergence in translation. The present study aims at evaluating discursive
representations of ‘Other’ in institutional translations of political discourses. This
paper strives to probe into the underlying factors and incentives in the rise of di-
and/or con-vergence in the source and target texts as construing the ‘Others’ and
their emerging threats. Employing Proximisation Theory, we embarked upon
analyzing 20 instances of the Iranian Supreme Leader’s speeches in which he
characterizes the ‘Other’ and construes their threats against the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Our analyses of data indicated that the institutional translations of the original
speeches enjoy maximum con-vergence with the source texts even though there was
only meager di-vergence between source and target texts in modal and aspectual
structures. However, the reported instances of di-vergence brought about less
significant semantic and conceptual differences in construing the threats.
Furthermore, regarding the underpinning factors and incentives for the emergence
of di- and/or con-vergence, we argued that there was a strong dialectic relationship
between linguistic and extra-linguistic factors, such as the subject position of the text
producer, the translating institution and objectives of translating, providing a base
ground for the translator to follow divergence or convergence.
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1. This is how Americans started [to deal] with us; this is how they
started [to deal] with the [Iranian nation’s] revolution. Afterwards, they
conspired [against us] as much as they could during this period [since the
victory of the Islamic Revolution]. Any group that could have made a
move against the revolution was supported by Americans: the famous coup
attempt, known as the coup d’état of Martyr Nojeh [Air] Base of Hamedan
was one of these cases; helping those who were moving against the
revolution on ethnic grounds in some parts of the country was one of these
cases; later on, encouraging [the former Iraqgi dictator] Saddam Hussein to
attack Iran and eight years of abetting Saddam Hussein was one of these
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cases. [They helped Saddam for] eight years! During the war, especially
after the second and third years [of the war], Americans increased their
assistance [to Saddam and] provided [him with all kinds of] facilities; both
them and, unfortunately, their European allies [helped Saddam]. This is
how Americans dealt with our revolution; they were determined to topple
this establishment' (2015/Nov./4).
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1. https://www.leader.ir/en/speech/13837/Ayatollah-Khamenei-addresses-Iranian-
university-students-and-pupils-on-the-eve-of-November-4,-marking-the-anniversary-of-the-
1979-takeover-of-the-former-US-embassy-in-Tehran
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1. Lemke
2. condensation
3. Billig
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2. ...the international hegemonic system, which today is symbolized by
the American government, by major Zionist capitalists, and some other
arrogant governments; these are representatives and symbols of the
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international hegemonic system...This international hegemonic system has
a plan for [all] nations — not just for our nation, [but] for any nation it can
[make a plan for] — [and] it wants the generation that [is going to] build
future of this country and these countries to be raised in a shape and in a
way that would be beneficial to it; [it wants] a generation be educated in
countries that would adopt its way of thinking, adopt its culture, [and]
adopt it. viewpoint and choice on global issues...This is a cultural
colonialist plan. Of course, it is not limed to the present time, [because]
perhaps the plan has been in gears for many long years.! (2016/ May/ 3)
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across-lran
2. subjectifying
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1. embedded actions
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1. intentionality
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3. At the present time, the policy of the [global] Arrogance is to create
rift and difference among Muslim nations and even within nations
...among people that make up those nations; this is [their] policy at the
present time. And this is a plan, which has been drawn up by planners and
conspirators of the criminal America and Zionists for our region, which is
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one of the most important Islamic regions and you are observing its signs.’
(2018/ June/11)
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2. implicature

3. presupposition

4. speech acts
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