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The Cycle of Reproduction of
Conflicting Identities in the Middle East

Received: 2022/03/13 Accepted: 2022/05/16
Seddigheh Khorasani'

The Middle East is the origin and confluence of conflicting identities,
as a consequence of which crisis is reproduced in the region. The most
significant problem in understanding the nature and continuity of
crisis in the Middle East is the discovery of the process of
reproduction of conflicting identities in this geographical region. In
one form or another, conflicting identities in the Middle East give rise
to a variety of crises, no solution to which has been offered yet. The
main question of this research is how crisis is reproduced and
perpetuated in the Middle East. A possible answer is that the main
origin of crisis in the Middle East seems to be the existence of
conflicting identities in the region, which reproduces conflicting
identities and perpetuates crisis there. Part of identity conflict in the
region has its roots in domestic elements such as historical experience,
domestic variables that constitute conflicting identities such as
Wahhabism, Al-Qaeda, ISIS, as well as the relation between
governments and elites. Another part of such conflict is rooted in
foreign factors such as colonialism and political Islam (at the level of
the Islamic world), which lead to identity threats. On these criteria, the
present article offers a formulation of the cycle of crisis in the Middle
East in light of conflicting identities so that we can have an
understanding of the nature of crisis and its perpetuation.

Keywords: identity, conflicting identities, crisis, Middle East,
geopolitics of chaos.
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