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Introduction

The familiarity of Iranians with Western civilization began with communication
between Iran and Europe. Although this connection dated back to the Safavid
period, attention to the new science and its achievements, and its impact on
Iranians occurred during the rule of the Qajars. The competition between European
governments that began in the Nineteenth century affected Asia. Meanwhile, Iran
stepped in global politics because of its particular geographical location. As a result
of these competitions, Iran placed on the path to familiarity with the elements of
Western civilization. In addition, the occurrence of Iran-Russia wars, the attention
of the French government and the United Kingdom to Iran and their competition to
attract the Qajars, sending ambassadors to Europe, sending students to Europe, the
economic privileges and the journeys of Iranian tourists, were among factors that
provided Iranian familiarity with Western civilization. At the beginning of]
acquaintance with the West, Iranians felt backward and attempted to bring
civilization to Iran. For Iranian intellectuals, the order and law of these countries
was the result of the law and justice, so legalization and justice became the main
issue of the critical texts and critique of the Nasseri era.

In this period, Iran was recognized as the land of faith, due to the Shia government
of Qajar. The normative system ruling the society, used concepts such as belief and
disbelief to discuss a civilized, legal, and just community. Shia ideological texts,
which formed the normative system of society, worked for the perfection of
people's soul in the light of the performance of the Shari’a. In these texts, the
greatness of the government depended on the dignity and support of religion and
Shi’ites. These concepts and texts attempted to implement religion and suppress
disbelievers. In this political-religious order, sultans fought infidels and removed
their evil. They tried to justify their authority by supporting their religion and faith.
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Meanwhile, Archaism or praise for ancient Iran appeared within intellectual texts.
The first archaists in Iran were the intellectuals of the Nasseri era, who criticized
Iran's backwardness and condemned the Qajar's autocratic system. The
intellectuals considered the Arab attack on Iran as the beginning of the Iranian
backwardness process. Also, the continuation of this backwardness was due to the
sovereignty and teachings of Arabs. The praise of ancient Iran is one of the most
important and radical propositions of intellectual texts. This paper, based on
Skinner’s method wants to understand the intentions of intellectuals from raising
archaism in this historical period. This kind of reading, firstly, considers the text as
a response to a question, and secondly, understands the meaning of the text as the
author has carried out with the use of normative concepts and in order to solve the
problem.

Methodology

This article uses Quentin Skinner's text readings method. The pivotal issue for
Skinner is the understanding of the text. The Skinner method has been based on
"conceptual history" and "conceptual change". The conceptual change to Skinner
means changing the use of concepts. This kind of historical analysis is, in turn,
based on the idea of "executive" of language and the theory of "speech action".
That is, "the author and speaker, when they express a story, raise it with a certain
speech remainder; they do things with words and sentences. The view that "text
has an executive aspect” has caused Skinner to consider texts and generally a
political theory as a political action that tends to do certain actions. The text is tied
as a deed with common norms and moral language dominant in a specific period.

The logic of this link is that the author / speaker perform its actions by words.

Words have a special illocutionary force and lead to a special action. Skinner's
order of words with a special illocutionary force is the concept that can contain "an
impact such as expressing, or seeking approval or disapproval of acts that are
described. In other words, normative vocabulary is used to implement things like
praise and confirming or criticizing any acts that describe it. This means that the
author is forced to apply conventional normative concepts. This brings us to the
author's use of conventional norms or language innovations. Skinner states that
authors try to resort by changing the use of normative concepts and their reference
to situations. What happens is that an account of legitimacy is degraded and in this
way social formulation changes. According to Skinner, the interpretation of texts
can be achieved in four steps. That is, the interpreter should pay attention to these,
A. What the writer has done when writing about existing texts that form an
ideological field of era? B. What does the author have done in writing the text in
relation to the problematic political action, which forms the practical context of the
text? C. How should the ideologies be identified and how should their development
process and evolution be explained?, And ultimately, D. What is the relationship
between political ideology and political action that deals with the prevalence of a
particular ideology, and what does this effect on political behavior?

Result and discussion

Iran was conquered by Muslims after the Arab arrival. During the period of the
Qajar, it was identified as the land of faith in the form of the Shi'i religion.
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Collective and political life inhabitants of the land of faith were conducted under
the rule of religion and reign. Religion and reign were two pillars of Imamate. At
all times of Qajar, from the beginning of the reign until the discussion period,
mujtahids and sultans were engaged in ordering community affairs. In this
political-religious order, sultans fought against infidels and mujtahids tried to
defend faith and beliefs, and spread the Shari’a. In accordance with the ideological
texts of the Shi’a, the reign, as one of the pillars of the Imamat, aimed at
collaboration with the scholars. In the light of these texts, which formed the
normative system of society, prosperity refers to the status of the implementation
of religious sentences and the greatness and authority of the government also
defined the reverence and support for religion. Since the change in the use of
concepts is one way in which social activists can recover their world and change it,
so change the use of concepts from competing groups can be seen as an ideological
tool. It was conducted by those such as Akhundzadeh, Aga Khan Kermani and
Zaynandaddin Maragheh and Abdul Rahim Talalef. They changed the use of
concepts in the path of civilization and progress. Intellectuals also tried to provide
the ground for eliminating the problems of the country and obtaining progress and
civilization. Something they had seen in the West and demanded. The first step for
these intellectuals was trying to prepare a new meaning for politics and
governance. The meaning that was introduced by European states. By providing
this definition, the intellectuals substituted science for the Shari’a and considered
its implementation by the reign with disregard and marginalized on the path of
their civilization. The intellectuals considered the benefit and interest of the
country, which makes the authority of the nation and the homeland dominated. In
this way, the first step was to turn to the authority of nation and a country.

Conclusion

The intellectuals, after familiarity with the Western political system, sought to
modernize the political-social system in Iran. The views that existed on politics and
reign had difficulty to reconcile with the civilized, legal and just community.
According to the ideological texts dominating society, the reign, as one of the
pillars of the Imamate, was engaged in the implementation of the Shari’a. The
reign carried out the execution of the Shari’a with the aim of perfecting the spirit of
the people. In the light of these texts, the normative system of society was used to
describe a situation in which the Shari’a is implemented. In addition, the
magnificence of the government was also dependent on the dignity and support of
religion and belief. It was also used for a situation in which the enemies of God
and Muhammad are suppressed. These intellectuals claimed they need to correct
the social beliefs and perceptions of their audience. For this reason, they tried to
change the use of normative concepts so that they can prepare society's normative
system for accepting new political-social formations and provide a new moral
stance to look at social issues. Intellectuals defined happiness as prosperity and
welfare. While the application of the concept of happiness in the community of
that day was observed as the implementation of the Shari’a and followed by
passion. This change was made by intellectuals, with the intention of repudiating
traditional social formulations and transition to a civilized society, which in turn
meant the critique of ideological texts. Archaism occurs in this process. The
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intellectuals focused on ancient civilization, which had a different situation with
new civilization due to their specific perceptions of politics and society. Iran in
ancient period was introduced as the magnificent era.
Keywords: Archaism, Modernization, Intelligence, Religion-Based Community,
Nasseri Era, Quentin Skinner.

Four stages of interpretation and understanding of the intellectuals of

the Nasseri era
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