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Introduction

It is safe to say that Safavid was the government that had the greatest impact on
Iranian society in the field of religion. This issue arose in view of the
formalization of Shiism and the subsequent widespread existence of Shiite
schools and scholars in most cities of Iran; But the achievement of the Safavids
and the moral study of the Safavid society, especially in the last period, show the
existence of contradictions in this society. It is strange how religious
communities resorted to superstition to solve their problems, even in the most
difficult of circumstances. The study of superstition in the Safavid era, almost
similar to other cases of the spread of superstition in Iran, shows two issues:
First, the issue of superstition in Iran is often accompanied by religious prayers.
For example, Abu Turab Sardadvar quotes in the book of "political history of the
Nader Shah era" :In the time of Shah Sultan Hussein, after going through various
stages and opinions to obtain permission to eat melon and also to confirm its
purity, it was time to recite a special prayer. A study of Safavid history shows
that this was a common theme and that religious books were full of special
prayers, for ordinary and common practices; This is a sign that religion is
spreading to the maximum in life. Also, the narration (hadith) of the special
pottage to confront the Afghan corps is another and supreme example of relying
on reciting prayers. Second, the prevalence of this lifestyle reduces the empirical
and intellectual sciences such as medicine; perhaps it can be concluded in reverse
that the decline of science has led to the spread of superstition. Reliance on
superstition was so great that some physicians and scientists of the experimental
sciences were exiled and settled in exile.

The time of the Majleis is a time of conflict with currents and discourses that
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have not been very jurisprudential; Sufism, philosophers, Abu Muslim readers,
and Sunnis, on the one hand, and the atheism Majlesi among the Shiite
community, on the other. This situation taught Majlesi that this society did not
have a strong religious and political foundation. In such a moment, Majlesi
inevitably used Hadith and narrations (hadith) as a reliable tool.

Affected by such an approach, he can not necessarily be called Akhbari or
irrational; Although he rules the narration more than using the intellect and
believes in the superiority of the narration, but he puts different aspects of Osoli
jurisprudence as a method in his agenda. In fact, in terms of social constraints, it
is better said that Majlesi is more reluctant to rationality than be irrational.
Therefore, Majlesi made hadith a material for creating a social and popular
discourse; In the meantime, rituals such as praying and weeping over the
sufferings of the Ahl al-Bayt and pilgrimages became the subject for defining the
religious, emotional and social ties of the people.

Majlesi's political concerns caused him to approach to the monarchy and provide
material for its perpetuation, while also he was thinking about preserving the
Shiite community affected by the establishment of some intellectual and
epistemological frameworks. In fact, from the Safavid period onwards, some
ceremonies and rituals in addition to the specific intellectual frameworks of the
Twelver Shiites became common in Iran. This generalization later played an
important role in the political and social processes of the country. But these
issues did not solve the political problem of legitimacy; therefore, in this regard,
too, the Majlis adheres to the hadith. Such an encyclopedic approach to the need
to rely on hadith in all worldly and otherworldly affairs causes problems such as
the decline of other sciences, the study and analysis of which in sociological and
historical context is useful.

Questions and Hypotheses:

Proportionate to the above, the following question is what was the reason for the
spread of superstition in the religious community of the Safavid era, especially in
the late period? Considering the important position of Allameh Majlesi in the
spread of Shiism in the late Safavid period, the answer to this question,
influenced by his approach and activities at that time, also has been considered
as an ideal example of a maximalist approach or encyclopedia to religion. In
other words, the question of progress is an attempt to explain superstition based
on the structure of jurisprudence of that era, and according to a historical
sociological approach. The social needs, as well as the political pressure of
Majlesi era, gave rise to a current that did not consider science desirable not only
as a judge, but also as a supporter; In fact, they considered religion as an
encyclopedia that has the ability to respond to any need, so science was
marginalized and superstition inadvertently grew in terms of reduced rationality.

It seems that the main goal of Allameh Majlesi was to spread Shiism more and
more among the masses of the people and to prepare the ground for the
presentation and emergence of a kind of comprehensive system. What was
common before the Majlis was a system of jurisprudence that was almost limited
to a class of elites. But the political and social situation in Iran in the second half
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of the Safavid era needed an approach to maintain the political and social
cohesion of society. This issue, the lack of a comprehensive and social Shiite
system, has not only been considered by jurists but also by some kings such as
Abbas |; Where he personally requests and orders the writing of Persian
jurisprudential books. This issue was pursued in the following years with the
intelligence and high power of the Majlis, and a new foundation for social issues
was openly considered. In fact, these behaviors can be thought of as an attempt
to establish a comprehensive Shiite-Iranian system.

If the sociological models of religion are considered, in the definition of religion,
we can refer to etymological, functional, phenomenological, intrinsic, ultimate
and theological definitions. In the functional definitions, some referred to the
function of comforting against failures, curing diseases, motivating for life,
hoping for the future, identifying the community, helping to maintain and
sustaining the community, and legitimizing it. If we intend to study religion in
the Safavid era and its functions, we must accept that the scope of the functions
of religion was very wide and included all worldly-otherworldly, sociological-
psychological matters, based on narrative approaches. The comprehensiveness
of the functions of religion in terms of purely narrative attitudes led to specific
social effects.

The study of various events and political, social and religious conditions of the
Safavid era shows that reliance on hadith is a common trend due to the
conditions of society. The approach of this research is such that it believes that
this practice prevents the movement towards rationality, and consequently the
growth of superstition especially among the common people. The explanation for
why Iranian society falls into the lap of superstition arising from this
"comprehensiveness" and the maximum presence of narration and hadith,
without the possibility of rational interpretations, in all walks of life. The
prevailing hadith approach in the Safavid era was not inherently superstitious,
and even the efforts of clerics such as Majlesi in criticizing Sufism are a kind of
rejection of superstition and exaggeration. But this approach promotes
superstition on two sides and unintentionally. The first is to try to cover all the
topics of the society and the second is to focus on quoting and hadith. In fact,
while focusing solely on one type of epistemological, hadith based, an attempt is
made to create a comprehensive encyclopedia of the hadith to answer to the
entire question. Something that weakens the rational epistemological system and
moves towards superstition.

Theoretical framework, method and concepts:

The theoretical framework of the research is historical sociology. The purpose of
historical sociology can be to combine explanation with analysis, or theory with
history. Given this purpose and the functional scope of historical sociology,
some in the definition of historical sociology believe that historical sociology is
not a tendency of sociology, but the essence of this science, and that sociology is
essentially historical in nature. This approach, the comprehensiveness of
explanation and analysis, occurs because historical sociology pays simultaneous
attention to the temporal dimension of social life and the historicity of social
structure. Empirically, paying attention to the processes and structures that cause

Reza Shafiee Ardestani. et.al, Sociological Analysis of the Common Religion in the Last...




Research Letter of Political Science ﬁ!};}
)

the diversity societies, and from a conceptual point of view, paying attention to
actions and relationships, makes historical sociology integrate conceptual
explanation with empirical generalization.

Historical sociology is more about how one interprets and analyzes the world
than about choosing a component to study. In this sense, the transcendence of the
component, the importance of the interpretations of the various currents formed
over time becomes clear. In fact, in interpreting lifestyle and thinking as a social
institution, time should be considered important; Because social structures limit
or empower social action in time, social institutions occur through social action
and are produced through time. Based on what has been presented, we come to a
definition and a division within a desirable theoretical framework: the ideal
definition for historical sociology is how we live. Therefore, the interpretation of
intellectual currents is important. In classifying the different types of historical
sociology, Skocpol mentions three: generalized historical sociology, analytical
sociology, and interpretive sociology. The theoretical framework of the present
study is close to interpretive. In this approach, we use concepts to present and
develop meaningful interpretations of historical patterns. There are two
important points in this approach: first, the cultural intentions of the actors and
second, the importance of the historical issue under discussion in today's society.
The institutional contexts of the actors are based on the application of key
concepts as a cognitive tool. In accordance with the theoretical framework used,
it is clear that the method is qualitative research and data collection using
documentary study method. However, due to the importance of interpretations of
"concepts" in the selected theoretical framework, the type of analysis and
extraction of concepts is close to the "method" of content analysis of texts.

The most important concept used in this research is the concept of encyclopedic
view of religion. In this work and in the continuation of the encyclopedic view, it
is the same approach that is sometimes called the maximum approach to religion.
In this approach, it is believed that God has pledged everything that is necessary
for Muslims in various scientific matters in different texts, and that the perfection
of religion includes both knowledge and various scientific subjects. They believe
that all the details of the various sciences are expressed in religion. In explaining
this concept and in a brief way, it is stated as follows: In this approach, religion
contains all the truths of existence and answers to all human needs; and religious
laws indicate the same fixed laws and traditions that we seek in various sciences.

Conclusion and Results:

Undoubtedly, the need to pay attention to the interpretation of narrations (hadith)
has always been considered by jurists, and Allameh Majlesi has not been outside
this circle; but it must be admitted that different conditions of the time determine
the need for different analysis, interpretation and interpretation. Therefore, if the
prevalence of superstition in Safavid Iran is related to the religious perceptions
of that era, why the approaches of the jurists of that era and understanding the
ruling discourse and social bottlenecks seem important.

If we study the ruling current in the Safavid period, despite its apparent strength,
the multiplicity and possibility of epistemological decline in various religious
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and social aspects is widely evident. This scope included the competition of
different currents with jurisprudence, which for the first time in years, provided
the possibility of life and expression. The presence of these currents all taught
the clergy the possibility of the re-decline of Shiism, especially since until the
middle of the Safavid period, common jurisprudence was mostly influenced by
non-Persian books and the general public was not much influenced by the Shiite
epistemology. Therefore, the attempt to spread Shiism as a comprehensive
encyclopedia for all aspects of Iranian life and without the need to resort to other
currents was considered by the government and the clergy.

The above request was fulfilled by various clerics, but Safavid-era Shi'ism owes
much to the Majlis allameh. It was he who, while writing extensively and
supporting the Safavid court, consolidated Shiism. But his method had an
unintended effect on Iranian society. In fact, the prevalence of superstition
cannot be considered as a request of the Maijlis, especially since in some issues,
he has sought to deny superstition while presenting narrations in Bihar al-Anwar.
But his efforts to create a "comprehensive™" Shiite system led to the creation of a
special epistemological system, because his tools in this matter were only hadith
and news. In fact, Majlesi, in contrast to other currents, considered hadith not
only as a tool but also as a goal. This led to the emergence of a special
epistemological system, the result of which was the reduction of rationality.
Majlis's Hadithism was influenced by two issues, first, that he had a
comprehensive view of religion and hadith, and thought that everything
necessary could be found comprehensively in religion, so they did not consider it
permissible to refer to other currents. Secondly, there is no need to use rationality
and interpretation in the view of the Majlis, so although he does so in some
stages, especially in political affairs, but in general and in religious affairs in
particular, he blocks interpretation. The achievement of such a discourse is a
kind of epistemological system for society that no longer loses the possibility of
scientific confirmation or negation and completely excludes the experimental
and intellectual sciences from the scene of society, which is confirmed based on
the study of other sciences in the Safavid era.

Although such an approach cannot be considered as superstitious in the
introduction, it opens the way for the spread of superstition and has no means to
counter it. In fact, in order to popularize and popularize Shiism, Majlesi sought
to create a kind of comprehensive encyclopedia for Iranians, and placed hadith as
the central core in the creation of this encyclopedia; In this way, Iranians were
"unwittingly" exposed to widespread apostasy and superstition, as well as
superstitions steeped in religious claims. The encyclopedic approach to religion,
with its breadth and entry into various fields and the restriction of other
elements, by creating a kind of biosocial, consequently necessitated the
conditions for the emergence of superstition. The product of the steps taken is to
prove the superiority of narration and hadithism, as an epistemological system, in
all scientific, social and political matters. Where the rational and empirical
sciences weaken in order to create a comprehensive current and encyclopedia
and negate others knowledge the possibility of slipping into superstition as an
unintended achievement for societies alien with new science is possible.

In general, Majlesi cannot be accused of irrationality, but perhaps of being
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reluctant to rationality. In fact, the main issue is the type of epistemological and
rational system that expands under the concept of the encyclopedic approach to
religion. In such an epistemological system, it is no longer possible to refute or
prove scientifically; also, majlesi does not want such a thing. The effects and
expansion of this epistemological system are manifested in two levels:
restrictions and lack of growth of science for nobility people and the spread of
superstition for common people. This can be easily proved by examining the
conditions of the late Safavid era.

Keywords: Safavid, Superstitions, Allameh Majlesi, Encyclopedia Approach,

Religion.
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