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In a sense, freedom is one of the most important concepts in the history of philosophy, which
plays a fundamental role in the thought of philosophers, but like many other concepts, it needs
to be redefined in order to survive in new conditions. Based on this, this article aims to
compare Kant's and Heidegger's viewpoints and take some serious criticisms into
consideration in order to take a preliminary step towards redefining the concept of freedom.
Kant considers freedom to be a metaphenomenal matter and a fundamental characteristic of
the subject. And he introduces it as the foundation of ethics. He chooses the positive meaning
of freedom that emerges in the shadow of human socialization and makes it the basis of his
thought. But it must be said that firstly, it is true that moral laws are issued by us, but acting
on them is optional. Secondly, a person is more a social product than the result of the pure
form of the moral law and the rule of refusal of the society of contrarians. On the contrary,
Heidegger believes Dasein is the essence of transcending itself and existential transcendence,
and this is the basis of freedom. Therefore, the (external) existence of Dasein is essentially
the essence of freedom. But first of all, Heidegger's method in describing the way of human
existence is neutral towards the way of life. Second, Heidegger's view on freedom does not
help to live freely, nor does it show a solution for it. Thirdly, this view shows another role and
society in living freely ignores and relies only on the individual Dasein. Fourthly, freedom
has no relationship with satisfaction and happiness. Therefore, freedom does not mean getting
rid of causal-disabled determinism, but it means making it naked.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

It can be said that the concept of freedom has been and is the most central concept throughout human thought
and one of the main concerns. Any approach we adopt regarding this important category will definitely have
important effects in all our theoretical and practical dimensions. For example, in the eyes of someone who
considers freedom to mean the absence of any obstacles to his desires, other rights and their observance
cannot have any meaning. On the other hand, with the change of contemporary human relationships in
various theoretical and practical fields, and therefore the emergence of reality and the new world, which is
one of the tools for the formation of such relationships, humanity, as always, needs to review and redefine
its basic concepts in accordance with the relationships and the new world. Not only that the desired concepts
do not lose their role and practical functions, but also can be theoretically defensible. In other words, in our
opinion, the language and concepts used by humans, like humans themselves, are historical and temporal
things, and therefore have a dynamic and fluid existence. Certainly, the concept of freedom is one of these
basic concepts that should be redefined according to the realities and relationships of the contemporary
world. In our opinion, the detailed and comparative analysis of the views of two great and influential German
thinkers (Kant and Heidegger) on the concept of freedom is important because the main intellectual and
philosophical currents of the contemporary world are somehow rooted in the thought of these two great
thinkers or At least, they were formed in reaction to their ideas, and on the other hand, the attention and
interpretation that Heidegger himself has about the concept of freedom in Kant's thought can be a suitable
entry in the direction of analyzing and redefining the concept of freedom in the present era. Of course,
although there are other great thinkers in the same field, whose investigation is necessary and important for
our purpose, but this important thing requires another space.

The present article is trying to take a step towards redefining the concept of freedom while comparing
Kant's and Heidegger's views and criticizing some aspects of their views, the criticisms that have been made
with regard to the existing relationships in the new world and its accessories. The clear claim of the article
is that both views have certain shortcomings that need attention in today's human relations and considering
the issues we are facing.

Discussion

Many thinkers throughout the history of philosophy believed that the freedom to describe the spiritual side
of man is considered. By saying that the body is the prison of the soul and the limiting factor, Plato expresses
the material nature against freedom (Gergias: 493). In Christian thought, the material nature is understood
in opposition to freedom, and sin, which brings about the enslavement of the soul, provides the basis for
depriving a person of his freedom (John, 8:35). This was despite the fact that in the Torah covenant, sin is
considered as the cause of freedom; Because by eating the fruit of the tree, man disobeys God's command
and goes out of harmony with nature (Eric Fromm, 40). Therefore, man's disobedience to the divine
command is man's liberation from coercion and leaving the life of ignorance and is considered the source
of freedom. The Platonic-Christian view of freedom is common in Western philosophical thought, and
therefore human freedom has been interpreted as a rebellion against nature. The result is that man distances
himself from nature and takes the first step towards man by becoming an individual (Strauss, 1393: 115).
In the modern era, Descartes relates freedom to the supernatural realm and determinism to the natural realm,
and with the mechanical expression of the body and nature (Descartes, 2013: 395), he expresses the nature
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of necessity and mechanical determinism, which It is administered continuously and necessarily by God
(Descartes, 2013: 319). Kant appears in the continuation of this intellectual tradition and by separating the
phenomenal realm from the metaphenomenal realm, refers freedom to the metaphenomenal domain. This is
while Heidegger proposes the discussion of freedom in a field beyond predestination and free will, and
considers Dasein to be in the world and external to freedom.

Conclusion

According to the above, the result is that Kant considers freedom to be related to the phenomenal and inner
realm, not the metaphenomenal and outer realm. In the phenomenal realm, causal necessity rules, but what
governs the metaphenomenal and noumen realm are the rules of pure reason. Secondly, freedom has two
negative and positive meanings, in other words, freedom is the independence of the will from being
determined by the laws of nature, and it is also the determination of it by the immutable laws of a specific
type whose origin is within pure reason. Thirdly, the realization of freedom under the rules happens in
society, historically and gradually. On the other hand, Heidegger believes: First, Dasein is the same as
transcendence and transcendence from oneself, and it is the basis of the freedom of transcendence and
transcendence and existential transcendence. Therefore, the (external) existence of Dasein is essentially
freedom. Dasein is free from being internal and remaining in itself. That is, Dasein, which stands out from
itself, realizes the opportunity of the existence of beings. Secondly, freedom does not mean getting rid of
causal determinism, but when it is said that Dasein is free, it means to make naked. In order to understand
freedom from Heidegger's point of view, there is no need to involve ourselves in a network of relationships,
for example, the relationship between natural deterministic causality and human will, or the relationship
between God's omniscience and omnipotence and human free will. Thirdly, Dasein has a unique
individuality that cannot be replaced, an individuality that can only be originally itself.

But the most important problems of Kant's point of view are: 1. It is true that moral laws are issued by
us, but acting or not following them is optional. Therefore, even immoral people are free in this sense and
are responsible for their behavior, even if they are not free in the Kantian sense. 2. A certain uncertainty can
be seen in the theoretical and practical areas, based on which, in general, a person is a social product to a
large extent, not the result of the pure form of the moral law and the rule of refusal of the society of opposites,
and therefore abstraction and transcendence. 3. Freedom is not associated with happiness, satisfaction and
peace. And the most important problems of Heidegger's point of view are as follows: 1. In describing the
way of human existence, Heidegger neglects to be for something that only that thing itself can show the way
of its presence, and it is Dasein that determines the way of presence of the said thing for itself. slow and that
method is hermeneutic phenomenology and this method is neutral regarding the way of life and things like
this. Therefore, a person, regardless of his mentality and lifestyle, is able to provide the conditions for the
presence and openness of the mentioned matter by applying hermeneutic phenomenology. 2. Heidegger's
view on freedom neither helps to live freely nor shows a solution for it. 3. This view ignores the role of
others and society in free living and relies only on the individual and the individuality of Dasein. 4. The
fundamental description of the existence of Dasein is neutral in relation to our feelings and emotions about
itself, and therefore freedom has no relationship with satisfaction and happiness.

Finally, we believe that by continuing this type of critical analysis and considering the essence of the
thoughts leading to contemporary intellectual currents and paying attention to their shortcomings that can
only appear in the context of our current intellectual relations, we will be in a good position to open We will
describe the concept of freedom.
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