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In the present article we try to trace back what we call the "hegemony of silence" in
some of Molavi's verses and poems. The advocates of the "hegemony of silence”
over-value silence at the cost of a devaluation of language and take it to have a
special kind of intuition, a special kind of insight into the Thing beyond language.
This attitude towards silence and language has a long-lasting history and has only
been questioned recently. We will try to read this hegemonic attitude against the
background of a Hegelian-Lacanian attitude, a modern attitude which highly
esteems both language and silence and ultimately considers silence as a linguistic
phenomenon. We will argue that these two attitudes have two different logics as
their ground: the first attitude, the hegemony of silence, is grounded on Sohravardi's
"Imkan-e Ashraf" and the second one, on the retroactive logic of German Idealism.
After examining the epistemological and ontological consequences of these two
attitudes, we will come to the conclusion that the position of the "hegemony of
silence” is a contradictory and impossible position.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The relationship between language and silence and their respective relationship with Being have been a
place of conflict for philosophers. For instance, Ludwig Wittgenstein, among others, concludes his Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus with the observation that "whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must remain silent"
(Wittgenstein, 2011: 116). Contrary to an old tradition according to which heavens, spaces and the Earth
sing the glory of God and the grandeur of His plans, Blaise Pascal says that "The eternal silence of these
infinite spaces frightens me" (quoted in Miller, 2002: 155). Sgren Kierkegaard considers Abraham's silence
as an immigration "from the sphere of the universal" (Kierkegaard, 2008: 148). According to Martin
Heidegger, when a thinker speaks of Being and when a poet names the Sacred, their speech emerges from
a kind of fundamental Sprachlosigkeit (Heidegger, 2014: 207). The Iranian modern poet, Sohrab Sepehri,
longs for "before-the-outbreak-of-speech meadow" and is worried that the words would destroy the murmur
of wonder (Sepehri, 1993: 308).

In the present article we will only try to trace back what we call the "hegemony of silence" in some of
Molavi's verses and poems. Molavi also known as Rumi was a 13th-century giant of Persian poetry who in
some of his poems has directly endeavored to formulate a relationship between language, silence and Being.
In some of his poems, Molavi devalues language and overvalues silence and takes silence to have a special
kind of insight into the Thing beyond language. Therefore, we call his attitude towards the relationship
between language and silence "the hegemony of silence”. We will try to read Molavi's thought on language
and silence with a Hegelian-Lacanian reading best exemplified by Slavoj Zizek's claim that "voice and
silence relate as figure and ground: silence is not (as one would be prone to think) the ground against which
the figure of the voice emerges; quite the contrary, the reverberating sound itself provides the ground that
renders visible the figures of silence" (Zizek, 1996: 93).

Molavi and the (In)completeness of Language.

Like one of Kierkegaard's pseudonyms, Johannes de Silentio, Molavi calls himself (and generally, human
being) "silent” or "mute". Human being is something like "cane™ («_—») who has been detached from the
Cane Field (Being). Or it is something like "Flute" («__s»), an empty and hallow entitity, a wind instrument
that has no voice of its own. Human being thus doesn't speak but is spoken. This is reminiscent of Lacan's
famous line that "I'm a poem, not a poet." Unlike Saadi, another giant of Persian poetry, who has dedicated
a chapter of his great Golestan to silence and proposes a kind of “pragmatics of silence™ (Dolar, 2006: 155),
Molavi is an advocate of what we can call, according to the Lacanian triad of the symbolic-imaginary-real,
"imaginary silence", that is, silence as the absolute Other of language, as something non-linguistic or anti-
linguistic that guarantees access to the complete meaning or to the Beyond of language. Molavi debases
language in different ways, denies it any access to Being or Truth, likens it to "milking the ram™ or "washing
blood with blood" (Molavi, 2017: 547) and at the same time speaks of a complete language achieved through
silence. In one and the same movement, Molavi therefore points to the incompleteness of language and tries
to "suture" that incompleteness. This is the ultimate difference between Molavi and Lacan: Molavi, to use
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Lacan's terms, believes that "There is an Other of the Other". Lacan, however, by his insistence on the claim
that "There is no Other of the Other" moves in the same line of the Hegelian critique of the "inverted world.".

Sohravardi avec Lacan

We think Molavi's "hegemony of silence" is grounded on Sohravardi's illuminationist thought. So, we will
briefly try to read Sohravardi through Lacan. According to Sohravardi, language, reasoning, or, shortly, the
"acquired knowledge" is grounded on the "presential knowledge", a kind of pure intuitive, pre-rational and
even anti-rational positivity which renders possible the reasoning and the "acquired knowledge". This
"presential knowledge" is a kind of relationship with Divinity or Meta-language which fixates the free-
floating signifiers and gives them their ultimate meaning. For Lacan, on the contrary, what fixates the errant
signifiers is not a positive entity but the Master-Signifier, that is, an empty signifier, the signifier of lack.
The signifying order is formed around a fundamental negativity. This negativity is not an exception outside
the language. On the contrary, it is reproduced in every linguistic formulation. The Hegelian name for this
empty negativity is "the night of the world" (Zizek, 2000: 29).

Hegel and Molavi

Both Molavi and Hegel emphasize on human being's relationship with infinity. But Hegel's thought on this
relationship undergoes such a radical shift that it is no longer compatible with Molavi's thought. In a poem
dedicated to his friend Holderlin in August, 1796, Hegel calls words "desiccated signs" which in vain strive
to grasp the profundity of the "ineffable sentiment”, "Only dust and ashes do they seize" (quoted in
Agamben, 2012: 71). Ther is an uncanny proximity between this attitude of the young Hegel and Molavi's
conception of language as an endeavor to "milk the ram" or "wash blood with blood". However, in his later
work, Hegel speaks of "the Calvary of the absolute Spirit ... without which he would be lifeless and alone"
(Hegel, 2011: 840). So, we can conclude that a crucial gap forever separates Hegel from Molavi and that,
from a Hegelian viewpoint, Molavi seeks what he has created in his language outside the language.
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