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This article studies the Hellenic and Hellenistic sources of Pseudo-Dionysius on
Beautiful, and its purpose is to clarify the extent of the influence of the philosophy
of Plato, Aristotle, Plotinus and Proclus on aesthetics in the thought system of
Dionysius. This purpose is pursued through a descriptive-comparative-analytical
method and The method of collecting information is also library and documentary.
The result obtained from this study shows the complete predominance of Hellenic
and Hellenistic aesthetics on the thinking of this medieval thinker; Although it has
used them in a new structure. Among the influences of these philosophers on
Dionysius’s aesthetics can be mentioned; The Transcendent Beautiful, the difference
between Beautiful and beauty, Beautiful as being cause and the ultimate cause of
everything, the way and types of movement in the arc of ascent and descent, the
relationship of the One with Good and Beautiful, the unity of Beautiful and being
beautiful in the order of divine nature, the interplay of light and Beautiful, the role
of love as a factor of connection and movement towards Beautiful, belief in beauty
in the essence of matter, entanglement of light and beauty in Hierarchical system of
descending arc.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The works of Dionysius had a great influence on the Christian thinking after him, and part of this influence
was due to the mistake in identifying the author of these treatises. Christian thinkers thought that these
treatises were written by Dionysius the Areopagite; The first bishop of the Church of Athens in the first
century AD, that was wrong. With the clarification of this issue, the question of the origin of these thoughts
became important. In this article, we try to highlight the Hellenic and Hellenistic origin of Dionysius
thought.

Aesthetics of Dionysius

All of Dionysius's aesthetic thinking revolves around the proposition that Beautiful is one of the divine
names." In the thought of Dionysius, the divine names are understood in the form of three level: Affirmative
theology, Negative theology, and Superlative theology. According to the understanding obtained from
Superlative theology, Dionysius proposes attributes for Beautiful as a divine name: it is the all-beautiful,
beautiful beyond all, it is forever so, unvaryingly, unchangeably so, not lovely in one respect while ugly in
some other way, it is not beautiful in one place and not so in another, in itself and by itself it is the uniquely
and the eternally beautiful. It is the superabundant source in itself of the beauty of every beautiful thing.
Dionysius associates this divine name with the divine names of Good and light, as well as the concept of
love. He considers Good and Beautiful as one thing, which are the being cause and the ultimate cause of
everything. Beautiful and Good are the cause of movement and creation of everything, and everything is
united by love for these two. Beautiful in the descending arc is related to light, and light and beautiful flow
in the heavenly and earthly realms and cause the world to emerge. in the descending arc, everything is the
image of divine beauty. In this way, evil and ugliness are nonexistent things. In the arc of descent, the divine
intellects (angels) have circular, linear, and spiral movements, and these movements exist in the soul in the
arc of ascent.

Hellenic and Hellenistic origins in the Dionysius's aesthetics

In the following, some of the most important influences of the thought of Plato, Aristotle, Plotinus and
Proclus on the aesthetics of Dionysius are expressed.

The cases of Plato's influence on Dionysius's aesthetics: Transcendent Beautiful, the difference between
Beautiful and being beautiful, the relationship between Good and Beautiful, considering the supreme origin
and purpose of beautiful things, movement in the arc of descent, the correspondence of light and Beautiful
in the arc of descent.

The cases of Aristotle's influence on the Dionysius's aesthetics: the unity of Beautiful and being beautiful
in the order of divine nature, movement in the arc of descent and ascent.

The cases of Plotinus's influence on the Dionysius's aesthetics: Understanding Beautiful through
Superlative theology, the distinction between Beautiful and being beautiful, Relationship between the One,
Good and Beautiful, Beautiful as being cause and the ultimate cause of everything, the entanglement of light
and beauty in Hierarchical system of descending arc.

JPI, 2022; 16 (39): page 481



Journal of Philosophical Investigations, Volume 16, Issue 39, 2022 482

The cases of Proclus's influence on the Dionysius's aesthetics: The explanation of beauty in the divine
nature, the relationship between the One, Good and Beautiful, Beautiful as being cause and the ultimate
cause, Belief in beauty in the essence of matter.

Conclusion

In most cases, Dionysius's writings about Beautiful can be directly or indirectly referred to the Hellenic and
Hellenistic tradition. But these elements in the Christian thought of Dionysius are like threads used by a
weaver and give them a new meaning; In fact, with all the influences that Dionysius received from the
philosophers before him, he cannot be considered as an exegete of their philosophy. Because in the thought
of Dionysius, elements of different thoughts are intertwined and adapted as if they were connected from the
beginning. Dionysius discusses the issues in a different context and structure that accept a different meaning
and nature. This is the new nature of Beautiful as a divine name.
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