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The present article studies the teaching model of Martin Heidegger, as one of the
most effective existential philosophers of the 20th century. Heidegger defines the
teaching process as a herald of "to let learn™ and considers it necessary and at the
same time difficult for the teacher to learn how to let learn. Therefore, in this article,
focusing on the above definition, after stating the requirements of teaching and
clarifying the concept of learning in Heidegger's thought, we will analyze how to
allow and examine its dimensions and stages according to Heidegger's teaching
model. By studying and examining Heidegger's various works, especially the
phenomenal examination of his teaching model, we will see in this article that: First,
in his intellectual and educational system, he tried to provide a new definition of
teaching and learning, which is completely separate from the intellectual tradition of
his time and it is alien and at the same time in harmony with his own thought.
Secondly, he considers teaching to have different dimensions and phenomenal
stages, neglecting which will make the teaching process sterile. Among these
different dimensions and stages, the following topics have been considered in this
research: the interactive process of learning, the topic of interest, existential
encounter, creating enthusiasm, listening, leaving the familiar territory, questioning
and leaping.
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Extended Abstract

Being one of the challenging issues in the field of education, teaching has always been a matter of study and
discussion among philosophers — be it philosophers of education or other fields. As one of the outstanding
philosophers of the twentieth century, Martin Heidegger found education to be entangled in fundamental
troubles in his time, and by a profound rereading, he tried to present a new answer to the question of
education and teaching. In “What Is Called Thinking” he defines teaching as the calling “to let learn” and
believes “[t]he real teacher, in fact, lets nothing else be learned than learning.” This is entirely different from
what existed in his time in some traditions of education, though it totally fits in his thought. In the present
study, through a descriptive analytical method and by referring to both Heidegger’s original works and the
secondary works of commentary and exposition of his philosophy, we study how ‘to let learn’ occurs,
instead of the philosophical analysis of two elements of ‘to let’ and ‘to learn’ in the definition. We also try
to study and analyze its dimensions and stages based on Heidegger’s own teaching practice, for Heidegger
-as attested by collogues, students and contemporary philosophers- is a teacher in the true sense of the word,;
and his teaching practice is a perfect example of ‘to let learn,” whose different dimensions and stages are in
need of analysis.

According to Heidegger, the teacher is the director of the teaching process, and he is the one to pave the
ground for the learner’s learning. This -teaching- is much more difficult than learning, for the openness to
being and facilitating the means for thinking to the learner -as the goal of teaching- is a tiring and laborious
task in itself.

After presenting the common view on learning as the accumulation of useful data and information,
Heidegger rejects such definition and suggests several dimensions for true learning; he defines learning as
being in the way, or from a different angle, it is giving answer and realization.

In the analysis of stages and dimensions of ‘to let’ in Heidegger’s teaching practice, some stages and
dimensions are discussed which do not have any precedence over one another, rather, some of them take
place concurrently and at the same stage; we discuss them separately only for the sake of having an easy-
to-follow and organized presentation. 1) according to Heidegger, if the teacher is to give the learner a space
for learning, it is necessary that he or she at first presents learning as interactive process; learning is a mutual
endeavor made by both the teacher and the learner in the path towards the realm of thinking. This shared
activity is carried out through a dialogue-based education and by dialectic method — the one employed by
Socrates. 2) Since Heidegger’s Socratic and phenomenological method is question centered, and the
question travels in its own path without any limiting element, presentation and clarification of the concerned
subject matter is vital, mainly to preserve the learners’ thought order and avoid confusion pitfalls. 3) in
various stage of teaching process, he consistently maintains students’ existential encounter with the subject
matter, and never assumes that its mental image could be enough. He clarifies this through an analogy to
swimming and its learning. 4) Learning to think as the goal of teaching, has a prerequisite which is having
a passion for the subject matter. That’s why a challenging or interesting subject will lead the teacher and the
learner to the realm of thinking; therefore, the teacher needs to awaken this passion for the subject in the
learner. 5) in the path of teaching and learning, both the teacher and the students must have a receptive ear,
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and from a certain point onward, the learners need to remain silent and focus on hearing, so that they don’t
lose sight of the subject and be able to accompany the teacher in the stages of learning. One necessity for
hearing, is to avoid linear thinking. 6) in his teaching process, Heidegger always tries to deconstruct what
has been established in the learners’ minds as a common, self-evident and familiar understanding, by
throwing fundamental questions, and opening them to an unusual understanding. He regards it both
necessary and very difficult, in teaching, to break out of the scope of commonness, this is uneasy so it must
be stubbornly pursued to arrive at a profound understanding. 7) question as the most fundamental step and
the one that has stretched its shadow over all the stages of teaching, plays a crucial and vital role in various
spots of teaching practice. Heidegger considers question as the key to thinking and starts almost all of his
works with a question, as well as ending them with one. He believes learning means being in the way and
it is a question that opens this way. He regards question as a conscious inquiry and presents different
dimensions for it. In teaching, Heidegger starts his phenomenological questions from common and ordinary
issues but eventually ends his teaching process with an unanswered question; a question that guarantees
learners’ mind-occupation with the concerned subject matter and keeps them open toward it. 8) the ultimate
step in teaching is the leap; at this stage we are enabled to arrive at the realm of thinking. This concludes
whatever the teacher does in his or her teaching process. A teacher commences teaching in an interactive
atmosphere with an accurate subject, by throwing questions he or she tries to break out of common
understanding, then through asking phenomenological questions, paves the ground for arriving at profound
thinking, so that ultimately some learners succeed to take the leap to the realm of thinking.
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