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Philosophical Thinking

Childhood race has a special role and importance during human life. The bred of the
child's heart and mind is clean and free of any kind of writing and preoccupation;
Therefore, during this period it is possible to start teaching different sciences and
techniques for the child; Because any knowledge and skill will easily sit on the bred
of his heart and mind. The term "philosophy for children" seeks to extract
philosophy out of its abstract state and bring it to society. At the same time, wants
to present a new approach for the educational system to solve the basic problems
and weaknesses of the educational organization that seemed incurable a long time
ago. Therefore, the aim of the present study is the present Approaches and methods
of teaching philosophical thinking to children. The present research method is
descriptive-analytical and based on the review of previous articles and sources, The
most important approaches and methods of teaching philosophical thinking to
children, such as Philosophy in the position of teaching the opinions of
philosophers, Philosophy in the situation of philosophizing, elimination approach,
reactive absorption approach, Localization of Program approach, Integral approach
to the philosophy program for children (as approaches to teaching philosophy to
children) and fiction and stories, play method, textbooks and non-textbooks,
educational films and animations, controversy and debate method, observation
learning and observation analysis, exploratory method, question and answer (in the
form of philosophy teaching methods to children) were presented. Also, at the end,
a conclusion was made from the discussed topics.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Childhood is very important in human life. The tablet of the child's heart and mind is pure and free from
any kind of imprinting and preoccupation; Therefore, during this period, you can start teaching different
sciences and techniques for the child; Because any knowledge and skill will easily sit on the tablet of his
heart and mind. In terms of the openness of the child's thinking and flexibility, the education he receives in
his childhood will be internalized for him and will become a queen in the following years of his life. After
becoming aware of his own existence, the child gradually starts to identify the people, objects and
phenomena around him, and with his constant questions about various issues, such as the concept of death,
justice, freedom, etc., he attracts the minds of those around him. It is at this time that the child has the ability
to think, reason and organize his thoughts. In this way, the current generation should be transformed as
much as possible, but the main focus should be on children; Therefore, by teaching philosophy to children,
we should raise a generation for tomorrow who, in addition to being successful in their lives, have all the
necessary characteristics to bring the country to the heights of progress in the humanities, experimental
sciences, etc. Therefore, the current article tries to investigate different approaches and methods in this field,
according to the theoretical foundations of the research of the program of teaching philosophy to children.

Methodology

The present research method is descriptive-analytical. In this method, in addition to illustrating what is, the
researcher describes and explains the reasons for how and why the situation of the problem and its
dimensions. The researcher needs a solid argument to explain and justify the reasons. This support is
provided by searching the literature and theoretical topics of the research and compiling the general
propositions and theorems about it, which are usually compiled in the chapter related to the records and
theoretical topics of the research. From a logical point of view, the researcher relates the details related to
his research problem with the relevant general propositions and draws conclusions. The noteworthy point
is that each of the aforementioned researches has scientific value in its place. Thus based on the review of
previous articles and sources, The most important approaches and methods of teaching philosophical
thinking to children, such as Philosophy in the position of teaching the opinions of philosophers, Philosophy
in the situation of philosophizing, elimination approach, reactive absorption approach, Localization of
Program approach, Integral approach to the philosophy program for children (as approaches to teaching
philosophy to children) and fiction and stories, play method, textbooks and non-textbooks, educational films
and animations, controversy and debate method, observation learning and observation analysis, exploratory
method, question and answer (in the form of philosophy teaching methods to children) were presented.

Discussion

According to the present research, the most important different approaches of the philosophy education
program for children include 1- Philosophy in the capacity of teaching the opinions of philosophers, which
tries to open a window of philosophical explorations for children by expressing the history and opinions of
philosophers from Greece to the modern era, with a simple and childlike language.. 2- Philosophy as

JPI, 2022; 16 (39): page 130



Journal of Philosophical Investigations, Volume 16, Issue 39, 2022 131

philosophizing based on which philosophy is considered as an intellectual activity, a method of research
and a work that every person can do. 3- The elimination approach, which by choosing a passive solution,
emphasizes the elimination and rejection of the philosophy curriculum for children as an imported program
with principles and methods contrary to the principles and methods of the educational system in Iran. 4-
The passive absorption approach that emphasizes on the unconditional absorption of the philosophy
curriculum for children. The approach of localization of the program in which the encounter with the
philosophy program for children is done with emphasis on maintaining, modifying, refining and developing
the program according to the characteristics and conditions of native and belief in our country. 5- An integral
approach to the philosophy program for children, based on which achieving a holistic understanding of
philosophy can lead to a more accurate understanding of the philosophy program for children. It includes
the methods of stories and stories, game methods, textbooks and non-textbooks, educational films and
animations, argument and debate methods, learning observation and observation analysis, exploratory
method, question and answer.

Conclusion

Children are naturally creative, thinking and exploring beings whose potential talents should be nurtured
well. To achieve this goal, there are many ways, each of which helps us in achieving these goals. One of
these ways is to improve the level of thinking and thinking skills, especially critical and creative thinking in
children. Philosophy is a highly coded world that has different meanings. In order for children to be able to
step into this mysterious world, it is possible to use philosophy education for children. It is obvious that
teaching philosophy for children, apart from strengthening the aforementioned abilities, causes the growth
of self-confidence and self-belief in children; Creating a spirit of cooperation and cooperation in them;
Creating an interest in verbal and non-verbal communication with peers or even adults; The level of
education and study will be improved. Children who learn philosophy are more successful in their studies.
When they grow up and enter the society, they can easily solve their problems and by respecting the rights
of citizens (each other's rights), they can create a healthier society. In a healthier society, there is more
comfort and peace. This requires special attention. The educational systems of societies, as institutions that
are responsible for the creation and education of human beings in its true sense, must change their attitude
towards humans in general and children in particular. Educational systems should strive to cultivate the
power of knowledge production and the ability to research and think in people, instead of educating
consumers of knowledge.
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